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IT WONT BE TRULY BEAUTIFUL UNTIL 
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BVITOURISM.COM 1-800-835-8530 


The British Virgin Islands is a treasured destination, rich in undiscovered 
experiences. It’s the freedom that fills your sail on sapphire blue seas. The 
curiosity that blazes trails on towering mountains. The whispers shared over 
picnics on deserted beaches and the understated attention to detail, woven 
into luxe accommodations. More than anything, it’s the satisfaction of knowing 
these personal experiences can be kept all to yourself. 
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For the 5*^ year 
in a row, we are chosen 
the best airline in Europe. 

Every year, Skytrax, the world's largest airline passenger satisfaction survey 
asks millions of passengers around the world to choose their favourite European airline. 

For the past five years, the answer has always been the same. 

Turkish Airlines remains the best airline in Europe. 

We would like to thank you and congratulate our employees for making this possible. 
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Go Ahead, Catch Your Breath. 
We Know The Feeling. 
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Hotei as Muse Fall’s opulent florals and embellished 
aooessories remind us of Lisbon’s stunning Palaoio Belmonte. 


TALK TO US 


Where are you going 
this year? E-mail your photos 
and tips to letters@ 
condenasttraveler.com. 


THE COVER 
Cover photographer 
Pari Dukovic gives us another 
perspective on New 
York City — the number-one- 
ranked large city in the 
United States in our Readers’ 
Choice Awards (page 129) — 
shot from the top 




David Jefferys 

EDITOR 

“Readers’ Choice Awards,” 
page 129 

The airpiane of my dreams 
wouid have... “Flight 
attendants addressing you 
by title and surname. You’d feel 
like a million buoks.” Favorite 
hotel in the worid? “Rawla 
Narlai. It’s midway between 
Jodhpur and Udaipur, in a tiny 
village in India under a massive, 
magioal granite outorop.” 

I’m embarrassed that I 
haven’t yet been to . . . “Hong 
Kong. I kiok myself for never 
experienoing a thrilling landing 
at the old Kai Tak Airport.” 
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(and should) double as jewelry. 
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Top destination on your 
must-visit list? “Jerusalem, 
to see what the thousands 
of years of fuss are all 
about.” Favorite hotel? 

“The Davenport in Spokane. 

It’s haunted in a good way.” 
Favorite place to eat in your 
hometown? “I ate at Per 
Se in N.Y.C., where presidential 
oandidates apparently pass 
like ships in the night, but I think 
when I’m on my death bed I will 
be happier about the bonhomie 
I’ve experienoed at the Good 
Stuff Diner on 14th Street.” 
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Honolulu’s buzziest neighborhoods. 
Watoh at video.ontraveler.oom. 
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THE OMBUDSMAN 


Advice and mediation 
for the sometimes 
unavoidable trials of travel. 

Got a problem? 
E-mail us at ombudsman 
@cntraveler.com. 
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WHERE GOOD TIMES CO ME EASY YEAR-ROUND 


It's no mystery why Bermuda is a 21*^squaaT^mile play||ibund of subtropical bliss all year 
long. You can kayak through sea caves and into secret coves. Snorkel off lively coral reefs. 
Paddleboard past candy-coloured homes. Sip Rum Swi£des at sunset, Or really, just do it all. 

Only in Bermuda - and only a 2-hour flight from the East Coast. ^ 

PLAN YOUR ADVENTURE AT GOTOBERMUDA.COM 
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edition for a closer 
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and more at 
cntraveler.com/ apps. 
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Readers’ Choice Awards Get ready to pack, because the votes are in. 
We’ve got your picks for the world’s absolute best hotels, cities, airlines, and more. 


Gifts You Can’t Wrap 

For destination inspo, 
visit pinterest.com/cntraveler. 
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Adrian Gaut 

PHOTOGRAPHER 
“Finding the Rhythm,” page 166 
The airplane of my dreams 
would have... “A Hastens 
bed with Matteo sheets and a 
steam sauna.” Favorite places 
to eat in your hometown? 
“N.Y.C.’s Four Seasons bar for 
lunch (order the cotton candy). 
Grand Central’s Oyster Bar, 
and Raoul’s for the steak and 
a glass of Bordeaux.” Favorite 
surf spot? “Maui’s Honolua 
Bay, but I’ve heard Tahiti has 
good surf, too.” I would stalk 
the housekeeping cart for... 
“The personalized stationery 
at Chateau Marmont.” 



201 

Travel Intel Our experts’ top travel 
tips on Brazil, Botswana, and more. 


SUBSCRIBE 


Visit cntraveler.com/ 
subscribe, e-mail 
subscriptions@ 
condenasttraveler.com, or 
call 800-777-0700. 



216 

Souvenir A much-treasured collection of airline ephemera 
from the pioneer of modern jet travel. 
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Editor’s Letter 

The inspiration behind this month’s issue . . . 


Through the 
window of a boat, 
photographer 
Pari Dukovio 
oaptures New 
York City’s dynamio 
waterfront from 
many angles, in 
whioh ioons past 
and present blend 
harmoniously. 



Destination Home 


IT WAS LABOR DAY weekend and though I had originally planned to drive 
with my husband and two boys from New York City to Portland, Maine, 
for one last summer adventure, we suddenly realized that we hadn’t spent 
a single weekend at home in Brooklyn. We christened our nomadic sum- 
mer with a trip to Chicago for a wedding over Memorial Day and a road trip 
to Watch Hill, Rhode Island, the following. We spent the Fourth re-creating 
for our boys a version of my husband’s Michigan lakeside childhood sum- 
mers, canoeing, waterskiing, and swimming in the Adirondacks. During 
the month of August, we set up camp on Fire Island with a rotation of 
grandparents and friends. Our kids’ feet never once touched the mainland, 
while my husband and I traveled back and forth to the city for work, return- 
ing on weekends and then for a weeklong stretch. We all spent enough time 
without shoes and a proper hair combing to feel sufficiently feral, never 
quite shaking the sand out of our swimsuits. For the first time in years, 
summer seemed like it went on forever, the way it felt when we were kids. 

But when you reach the point where bare feet become impervious to 
a searing sandy stretch and limbs no longer require religious sunscreen 
application, you know it’s time to go home— time to file down calluses, to 


tame unwitting Kristy McNichol shags into 
picture-day submission. At the veiy least, we 
needed a weekend of minimizing the risk of 
reopening hardening scabs, now itchy with 
their shoals of new pink skin. 

And so we decided to forgo one last escape 
in favor of the comforts of home. Only home 
through the eyes of a visitor, and with a couple 
of caveats: We vowed to eat only in restaurants 
where we had never been and to travel exclu- 
sively by bike. These tiny concessions, even 
within a five-mile radius, made us feel like we 
were still on vacation. We had Vietnamese 
sandwiches for lunch in Bed-Stuy one day, de- 
licious pork ribs along the Gowanus Canal the 
next, and perfect ramen in Prospect Heights 
for dinner. We discovered a tiny French an- 
tiques store in Boerum Hill we couldn’t be- 
lieve we’d missed in the two years since it had 
opened. Though the neighborhoods were fa- 
miliar, the filter was different— the way a city 
you know so well looks through the lens of a 
foreign filmmaker or photographer. 

Our cover image of New York, shot by Is- 
tanbul-born Pari Dukovic, feels like New York 
City of the past, present, and future— much as 
it felt to me on that magical cloudless week- 
end from the swings at Brooklyn’s Pier 6. 
It had been years since I’d experienced the 
world from the apex of a very tall swing’s arc, 
and longer still since I’d taken the time to look 
at Manhattan from the Brooklyn waterfront. 
The reimagining of Lower Manhattan as 
perfectly captured here in all its end-of-day 
dreaminess is one of the many reasons we 
know you voted for New York as your favorite 
major U.S. city. As for the rest of the Readers’ 
Choice Awards (page 129), along with a mix of 
perennial favorites you will find some surpris- 
ing tiny newcomers— a clear sign that you are 
out in the world and pushing yourself beyond 
travefs traditional comfort zones. 



Pilar Guzman, Editor in Chief 

@pilar_guzman 
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Hospitality as legendary 

as our landscape. 

It's easy to fall in love with Switzerland - before you even catch a glimpse of the Alps. 

The combination of personal service, award-winning cuisine, and fully flat beds in SWISS 
Business allows you to arrive relajced. For information or reservations for nonstop flights 
from the USA to Switzerland, contact your travel agent or visit us on swiss.com 



A STAR ALLIANCE MEMBER 


Our sign is a promise. ^ SWISS 



Editor’s Itinerary 

Two trips we re obsessing over this month. 


From left: The pool at 
Guadalajara’s Casa 
Fayette; a doorway in the 
oity of Matanzas, Cuba. 


Go Now: Mexico 


Plan Now: Cuba 


Mexico's ideal for those wanting one more 
trip before the holiday madness begins. 


Getting there first has its advantages— bragging rights among 
them— but a visit to Cuba deserves careful planning. 


DO IT ON YOUR OWN 

The oountry’s more 
popular beaoh destina- 
tions offer near-auto- 
matio vaoations, as 
millions of annual visitors 
to the Yuoatan and 
Baja California oan attest. 
But now is a partioularly 
good time to visit, with 
the rainy season ending 
and holiday orowds yet 
to arrive. Whether you’re 
keen on adventure 
sports like kayaking and 
hiking in Los Gabos, 
lounging poolside at the 
Moorish-style Cuixmala 
resort outside Puerto 
Vallarta, or an easy- 
breezy beaoh weekend 
in Tulum, it’s simple to 
book a low-oost flight on 
Southwest or Virgin 
Amerioa, rent a oar, and 
do it yourself Better yet: 
The dollar has gained 
nearly 30 peroent 
against the peso in the 
last year, making Mexioo 
an even better value. 


GET A LITTLE HELP 

To go beyond the beaoh, 
oall Zaohary Rabinor 
of Journey Mexioo, who 
oan arrange private 
tastings at some of Jalis- 
oo’s best tequila distill- 
eries (Casa Dragones, 
LaTequileha) and 
plan visits to the agave 
fields, where you’ll learn 
about traditional pro- 
duotion methods — the 
plant’s sugary hearts 
are still harvested and 
fire-roasted by hand. 
(Rabinor oan also oon- 
neot you with a reliable 
looal driver, so feel 
free to taste, and taste 
some more.) The best 
plaoe to stay in Jalisoo 
is Casa Fayette; a new 
hotel from design -savvy 
Grupo Habita, it’s set in 
an Art Deoo mansion 
in Guadalajara. Journey 
Mexioo also has a port- 
folio of oountryside villas 
ideal for groups. 


5 

MILLION 

Number of 
tourists to Cuba 
annually (only 
20 percent are 
American). 


DO IT ON YOUR OWN 

Thanks to relaxed 
travel restriotions, it is 
possible to organize 
your own tour of Cuba — 
but it isn’t easy. You’ll 
need to oonvinoe gov- 
ernment regulators 
at the U.S. Department 
of the T reasu ry that 
your itinerary is paoked 
with “people-to-people” 
interaotions whioh go 
beyond typioal tourist 
aotivities like sightseeing 
and beaohgoing. You’ll 
also need to arrange 
a plaoe to stay — this is 
where Airbnb’s 2,600- 
plus listings oan be a big 
help — and oarry staoks 
of oash for those (fre- 
quent) instanoes where 
oredit oards won’t work, 
even though you’re now 
theoretioally allowed to 


use them here. “There 
are some misoonoep- 
tions about Just how fast 
the oountry oan ohange,” 
says Lauren Vikander 
of Insight Cuba, a tour 
operator that has been 
running trips to the 
island for 15 years. So 
while Airbnb has 
rentals in Havana and 
beyond, and the airlines 
are rapidly stepping 
up their oharter flights, 
don’t feel you need 
to get there next week: 
Book your trip at least 
three months out, 
Vikander says — you’ll 
need that time to 
sort out the details. 


GET A LITTLE HELP 

Of oourse you oan sim- 
plify these logistios by 
booking a pre-planned 
tour with an operator 
like Insight Cuba. The 
oompany has rolled out 
new itineraries sinoe 
President Obama’s De- 
oember 2014 speeoh 
on bipartisan relations, 
inoluding a seven- 
night trip that visits Ha- 
vana, the western oity 
of Pinar del Rio, and 
the ruggedly beautiful 
Vihales Valley. With 
transportation, lodging, 
and regulatory oompli- 
anoe handled, you’re 
free to aotually enjoy the 
island — and that in- 
oludes tipping baok a 
few rum oooktails. 


For customized itineraries to Mexico and Cuba, planned by Rabinor 
and Vikander, visit editorsitinerary.cntraveler.com. The first 
ten readers to book a trip will receive a ten percent discount. 
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so YOU CAN 


Fly to Thailand 

Take the ferry from Krabi 

Hire a longtail boat with a captain 


,, , 5‘' .iw 

Take a selfie wfitere ,t4iey filmed that movie 

waters of May^ 


Chase Sapphire Preferred* 

No foreign transaction fees 
2X points on travel and dining at restaurants 
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LAS VEGAS 

TRAVEL 

LIKE AN INSIDER 

Presented by Chase Sapphire PreferrecT 

T hink vkgas ts all bright lights ani> bustling casinos? 
Think again* This chic desert oiisis boasts a cutting-edge culinarj^ scene, capti- 

vating museums^ and larger-than-life shows* Join ns for an exciting three-day 

cultural tour de force and get reA^ed up about Vegas like never before. 


om 

Haute Cuisine & Dazzling Views 


AFTERNOONS 

Arrive al your five- 
star luxury room 
at the Mandariii 

OrfenlaL LuVogas, 

and check out the 
sweeping viev^^ 
of the Las Vegas 
Strip before 
allending your 
privately hosted 

Guy CooitlnG^ 

Expeiimca at 
Caesars Palace with 
Executive Chef 

Chttf 


During your tan- 
talizing two-hour 
sessiorv you’U 
masterfully whip 
up an exquisite 
timin dish and 
dessert with the 
time to sit and 
savor your cre- 
ations for lunch. 

E V£ N fN G; 

A? ihe sun sets+ 
hop aboard the 
world's tallest 
observation wheeL 
Uie HiahiMtet'.for 
the breaUitaking 
pEUiorajna and 
then unwind over 
impeccably fresh 
Japanese fare 
at ARIA^I»rMASA. 


.101 M S roll VCTLTHIAL 
TOl RDEKmCK AMXJFT 
RiA VEi) 11* ARon vi:c;as 
1. 1 hi: Ni:\ HR BHHORH. 



THIS CUaTQH-DESIONCD TRIP IS AVAILAALE IN ilMITED QUANTITIES. EMAIL LIA^i^INTHEKN OWEXPERIENCEA.COM FDR DETAILA. 
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DAY2 

Tapas& Monte 
Carlo Cocktails 

AFTERNOON: 

After n leisurely 
mornings wandeF 
over to ilie sleek 
StS Lbb Vegfls for 
phase two of your 
extraordinary 
cuUnar)’ adventure. 
tVom aitlsimal 
Asian noodles to 
wood-fired Neapoli- 
tan pkza and tangy 
gourmet burgers, 
you'll sample 
dishes from the 
city's biizzed-about 
new restaurants 
as well as the leg- 
endary' greats. 



EVENING: 

Walk off your 
scrumptious 
aflernoon at the 
designer boutiques 
of Caesars Palace 
before joining an 
exciting Mtxoii>gv 

Trgfaiiffg ArHl Tasting 

clasa led hy Monte 
Carious director of 
beverage. After 
sipping an anay 
of custom cock- 
tails, sit dowTi 
for Spanish tapas 
and paella at the 
award-winning 
Jai«o by Jos^ Andres. 


Ufrm |uice and 
juniper 


Race Cars & Backstage Beatles 


MORNING: 

Fuel up with a 
delectable break- 
fast in preparation 
for your exciting 
glimpse at some of 
the world's most 
spectacular driving 
machines. Ogle 
the mi lid -blowing 
rat rods created by 
Steve Darnell of 
the famous Walciar 
Up custom auto 
shop, dive into his- 
lory at the SKelbv 

Amarfcan Harllttga 


I lUni AIMTS ANAL ASIAN NOODLI-S 

ro nc) 0 [)-iTiu;i) nkapoli i an pizza and 

GOl KMIT lU lUiPRS. VOl 'M, DIO 
INTO THE CITY’S HL ZZi:i)-Ali(H T BITES. 


Center and receive 
a private tour of 
the iconic cars and 
memorabilia of 

Nostalgia Straot Rods. 

E VEN INGi 

After the adrem 
aline rush, 
downshift with 
a signature treat- 
ment at The spa 

at TiM Mandarin 
Oiieinat Ln Vegai 

and light bites 
at the Tea Lounge 

before polishing 
olf your three-day 
experience with 
VIP seats and 
backstage passes 

to -Rh BaatlAfl LOVE. 

Las VegEUi hfis neN'er 
been so thrilling— 
nor delicious. 


BOOK YOUR ESCAPE STARTING OCTOBER 29: Take advantage 
now, 3S this custom-designed trip is avaflable in limited quantities. 


TO BOOK ONLINE VISIT: editorsitinorary.cnrraveler.crom 

on EMAILS Ua Batkin, Travel Specialist, at lla@inlhieknowexperiences.com 


CHASE SAPPHIRE 

preferred" 


CbaB© Sa pphire Preferred * cardmembers 
always enjoy a collection of exceptional 
benefits, including; 

■ 2X Points cm Travel 

and Dining at Restaurants 

• 24/7 Direct Access to a Custorner 
Service Specialist 

Ta/k djrecfiy f o a Sapphire specialist anyf;me 
wixhoui pressing or '0.'' 

■ 1:1 Point Transfer to Participating 
Travel Partners 

Transfer points foparEjcupalfrig frequent 
travef programs at lull tf va/tje— that 
means 1000 Chase Uhimate Rewards* 
points eguai l OOOparrner miies/pc^nfs. 

• Exclusive Sap phi re Events 
and Experiences 

Access to special trauel opportunities end 
exciting culinary, sponing. and cufrorai events 
such as fhe 2076 Sundance F(/rrr FesDvaf and 
the 20 J6 FGA Champfonshfp 

So You Can get more out of every trip you 
take— from around -the -world adventures to 
local weekend getaways. 


LEARN MORE AT 

Ghase.com/sapphire 



CHASE 



SO YOU CAN 


Chase credit cards are kssued by Chase Bank USA. 

N A CI2015 JPMorgan Chase & Co. All rights reserved 


THESC'S NEVEft BEEN A. HORlE EKClTINfl TIME TO VISIT LAS VEUAS, TO BOOK VIBIT EDITORSITINERARY.CNTBAVELEfl.OOM 
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You Don’t Need More Vaeation Davs. 
You Need Better Ones. 


\Vb lime for a betLer break. At Weslin Hotels & Resorts, every element 
of your Slay has been designed to enhance your well 'being. So you 
can get the most out of your vacation. 

For a better your 


Book a better break at westinxom/resorts 


WESTIN' 

HOTELS S. RESORTS 


SCOTTSOALE # MISSIO!^ MILLS • SAVANNAH • CAPE CORAL • HILTON HEAD • TUCSON # ORLANDO * MAUI 






Reasons to Go 

Whether it’s an emerging street food scene or just a new direct flight, we know travel 
inspiration comes in many forms. Below, our one-sheet for what’s trending the world over. 


BARBADOS 

JETBLUE’S 

MINT-CLASS 

SERVICE 

LAUNCHES 

NOV. 7 


SUPER 

YAC|ITS 


Rio 

THREE MUST-HIT SHOPS 

IN WHITE'HOT 

JARDIII BOTANICO 

all open by appointmone onlyt 
OFICIKA 

HAIGHT ^ ITSU , ESQUDERO 
BIKINIS BOARDS & LEATHERS 
BIKES 


PADDLE 

BOARDING! 



IN ANTARCTICA? 


NO JOKE: NEW THIS SEASON WITH OUARK EXPEDITIONS 
[Super- Insulated dry wits nof- optional] 


ARE 

COMING TO 

NEW 

ZEALAND 

Auckland's 
superyacht martna 
has tripled In 
size, and loosened 
restrictions on 
private cliarters In 
NZ are making It 
easier to deck ships. 


YOU'LL 
KNOW WHERE 
TO FIND Ua 
THIS WINTER. 

0 

LLALS 


CAPE 

TOWN 

BECAUSE FOOD. 

Restaurants hereareofT-tlie-hookt as 

LUKE DALE-ROBERTS 

OPENS 


YES* 

LUAUS 

See 

page 76 


NATURALIS 

. . . and toe many other cooks to count are In their own new kitchens. 


w 

I 

N 

E 

B 

A 

T 

H 

S 


> I 


IN 

NAPA 

See 

page too 


PYGMY 

ELEPHANTS 

+ 

6UN BEARS 

+ 

BORNEAN 

RHINOS 

on Wild Planet Adventures' 
new trips to Borneo’s Mallau 
Basin Conservation Area 




LIFTS 

OPEN 

IN 


LE TOUESSROK 

REOPENS ON 



Mauritius 

AS A 

SHANGRI-LA 


PRIVATE ISLAND + 2 MILES OF BE ACH 


p^b 

PONIES 

THE ARGENTINE OPEN 

BUENOS AIRES 

NOV. 14-DEG. a 


Botswana 


Bolmond’e 

private-lsland 

Island 

Ledge 

unveils a redo 
In the 


OKAVANGO 

DELTA 


BRECKENRIDGE, 

COLORADO, 

WHERE 447 

INCHES OF SNOW FELL 
LAST SEASON 


Cif ru^si ry vnff 

Tftjind ou t more f visit 
cntravela-^com/reusims- to-go* 
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ILLUSTRATIONS BY MARK NERYS 




HAND-PICKED 

n APPl.KS Ov . 


Crafted until care for a flrv' balanced bJpiift. 


AUWAYS ENJOY R^PONSISLY. 

Sljetk iftjtflia® Cfel^ Premium Odar i 


Sudimara Rice Field, Bali 













()l IN HAR 


Artisan-Crafted Classic Chain Collection 

johnhardy.com/clas&tcchain 




REDIO 
VOCABOLO 
L AZZO 


^uiVELLO ^ 
CUCIIMtLLI SHARES 
HISCORIMER 
OE THE WORLD 
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Previous page: 

Cucinelli in Solomeo, 
his adopted hometown. 
This page, ciock- 
wise from far ieft: 

The town of Spoleto, 
with its Romanesque 
oathedral; lunoh at 
Taverna del Sette in 
Trevi; grazing horses 
near Castelluooio 
di Noroia. 


Where+Wear 
The Insider 


Among these is Solomeo, the hamlet near 
Perugia to which Cucinelli moved in 1985, 
eschewing an engineer’s career in favor of 
a life producing beautiful things according 
to timeless artisanal traditions. As business 
flourished, he built a library, a recreation 
center, and a theater— used by the roughly 
1,400 locals he employs, and any others who 
care to visit. He also opened the School of 
Craftsmanship, a workshop for the brand’s 
most skilled artisans to refine and teach their 
crafts, keeping them relevant for new gener- 
ations. In 2012 he took the company public, 
but the business strategy remains what he 
calls “humanistic capitalism,” an approach 
that involves paying his employees about 20 
percent above competitive wages and forbid- 
ding them to work past 5:30 p.m. That puts 
the $2,585 price tag on a Cucinelli cashmere 
shawl into context. “There’s a beautiful ex- 
pression of Saint Benedict’s,” he says, refer- 
ring to the sixth-century monk who was born 
in nearby Norcia and from whom the Bene- 
dictine order takes its name. “It advocated the 
balance of prayer, work, and study. I believe 
we’re in a moment where we’ve forgotten the 


Virtually no one knows Umbria like Italian 
designer Brunello Cucinelli, whose whisper-weight 
cashmere scarves and fine-gauge sweaters speak 
of his deep respect for the region and its people. 

“WALK IN THE woods aroundAssisi orlookup in the Cathedral in Spolcto 
and you’ll find space in eveiy sense. This place is full of peace and soli- 
tude. People call it Umbria verde, green Umbria. I call it Umbria misrica.” 

Brunello Cucinelli has made his name producing ultra-luxurious 
clothes and accessories from some of the costliest raw materials avail- 
able. But speak to him about the mountainous region of Italy he calls 
home and it’s clear his values— as well as his design aesthetic, which 
tempers the opulence of all that fine cashmere, leather, and silk with 
an earthy palette and clean lines— are linked to its most irreducible ele- 
ments: the sylvan landscapes; the rustic cuisine; and the modest people 
in their rosy-stone villages, some unchanged for centuries. 


Soul Man 
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REVEL fN THE TRUE LUXURY OF NIZUC RESORT IL SPA 


STUNNING BEACHES. INSPIRED CUISINE. AND QUIET TRANQUILITY, 


A MEXICAN SPIRIT. A MAYAN SOUL 


1-855-MYNIZUC NIZUC.COM 


Where+Wear 
The Insider 


importance of the soul in life. This is a place 
to rediscover that, to actually feel silence.” 

For Cucinelli, a peasant’s son who grew up 
in a house with no electricity, Umbria’s soul 
is its greatest asset. It’s why he keeps every 
aspect of manufacturing and production lo- 
cal, down to the placement of zippers and the 
packing of garments by hand. “Through what 
I do I’m trying to say, ‘Let’s not lose this— this 
specificity, this culture that is only ours.’ We 
may eat just bread with the new season’s oil, 
but it’s bread of the most pristine grain because 
it’s grown here in our own soil. My whole life 
I’ve taken my olives to be pressed and bottled 
by a local woman who’s made her oil the exact 
same way for 75 years. I think that’s somehow 
quite sacred.” -maria shollenbarger 




From top: Local 
wines, meats, 
and cheeses at 
Cantina Antonelli 
San Marco; master 
tailor/teacher 
Fulvio Bastianini 
at the School 
of Craftsmanship. 


The Essentials 

Cucinelli gives up his black book of the local Umbrian 
producers, makers, and places to know. 


HOTEL WITH HISTORY 
“The Abbazia San 
Pietro in Vaiie, near 
Terni, is one of the most 
beautiful hotels in 
Umbria, and one of its 
very few examples of 
Lombard architecture — 
which makes the 
property about 1,300 
years old. The hotel 
has terra-cotta floors 
and thick beams 
supporting the ceilings. 
It’s remarkable to 
me how pristine nature 
is here” (sanpietro 
invalle.com; from $141). 

PLACES TO INDULGE 

“Trevi is surrounded 
by olive groves as far 
as the eye can see — the 
region’s famous olive 
oil has a DCP designa- 
tion — and it’s also 
home to sought-after 
local black truffles. 

Both should be sampled 
in their provenance; 

At Tenuta San Pietro 
a Pettine, you can tour 
the tartufaia and buy 
various truffle products, 
as well as roam the 
beautiful estate. And 
lunch at Taverna dei 
Sette, which uses both 
local products liberally 
in its dishes, is a must” 
(sanpietroapettine.com; 
tavernadelsette.it). 


TAKE-HOME TREASURE 
“At Tessitura Pardi, 

a bottega specializing 
in table and bed linens, 
precise workmanship 
meets designs inspired 
by the traditional 
geometric peasant 
motifs as well as by 
Giotto and the Renais- 
sance and even Liberty 
London. I really admire 
how the constant 
objective is to mine the 
local culture and marry 
it with the tastes of 
the twenty-first century” 
(tessiturapardi.com). 

WINES TO FIND 

“Centuries ago, 

Umbria’s canteens 
were some of the 
most technologically 
advanced production 
facilities in Italy. 

Today, they’re places 
where frenetic modern 
life relents. The Sagran- 
tino di Montefalco 
red is our superior wine, 
given DOCG status 
in 1992. 1 particularly 
like those very limited 
vintages made by 
Cantina Antonelli 
San Marco and 
Cantina Coipetrone” 
(antonellisanmarco.it; 
Cantina Coipetrone, 
39-0742-99827). 


OLD GOOD THINGS 

“Cn the first Sunday 
of each month, there is 
an antiques market 
in the main piazza of 
Pissignano, atiny 
village not far from the 
Roman tempietto at 
the Fonti del Clitunno. 
It’s not all that large, but 
the artifacts on offer are 
of exceptional quality.” 

SECRET SAUCE 
“The Frantoio Batta 

is where our oil at 
Solomeo is pressed and 
bottled. The Batta 
family also maintains 
olive groves — about 
3,400 trees. I’ve been 
taking my own olives 
here since I was a boy” 
(frantoiobatta.it). 

CORNER STORE 

“Norcia is atiny 
microcosm of Umbrian 
history; today, some 
of our most traditional 
cuisine comes from 
this area. Go to La 
Vostra Cantina for 
the finest lentils, grown 
and harvested organi- 
cally, and for norcerie — 
typical cold cuts, 
mostly delicious rustic 
salamis. Ask to have 
a look in the storage 
room, where hundreds 
of them hang, curing” 
(lavostracantina.it). 
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A STAR ALLIANCE MEMBER 


Fret entertainmentrstreamed directly to your deuice 

\ 'fly th^^friendly skies 






HOTEL HISTORY 
AT A GLANCE 

Built in 1449 on the 
fortress walls of 
Sao Jorge Castle, 
Palaoio Belmonte 
was onoe home 
to the navigator, 
explorer, and 
nobleman Pedro 
Alvares Cabral, 
who is oredited with 
disoovering Brazil. 
The hotel has ten 
suites — five of them 
with sprawling 
terraoes overlooking 
the red-tiled roofs 
of the Alfama and 
the Tagus River. 


Left: Chanel neoklaoe 
(800-550-0005; 
$3,475); Carolina 
Herrera Hydrangea 
Jaoquard printed 
top and skirt (212-249- 
6552; $1,290 and 
$1,190); Verdura 
Maltese Cross ouff 
(verdura.oom; $38,500); 


Where+Wear 
Hotel as Muse 


Dior Fine Jeweiry 

Pre Catelan earrings 
(seleot Dior boutiques; 
$14,800); Tabitha 
Simmons Willa 
shoe (netaporter.oom; 
$695); Vaientino 
Garavani bag 
(Valentino stores 
nationwide; $3,895). 


iNSPiRED BY... 


Palacio Belmonte 


If you’re feeling like nobody dresses up anymore, 
look to the modern, opulent pieces that seem to 
be out in full bloom this season. (We especially love 
Carolina Herrera’s take on the floral print.) It’s 
an enviable aesthetic— a perfect blend of old and 
new— that reminds us of Lisbon’s Palacio Belmonte, 
where original frescoes and nearly 4,000 hand- 
painted blue- and- white tiles live alongside bold 
contemporary paintings by Maria Pia Oliveira in 
this fifteenth-century palace turned hotel. 
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Let Platinum take you there. 

From Southern California to the South of France, Membership 
can help make the most of your next destination. Plan trips large 
and small, and enjoy dining recommendations. city guides, and 
exclusive events when you touch dovra. No matter where you go. 
it's all available 24/7. 

Find out where Membership can take you at 
americanexpress.com/platinum 


the journey never stops’ • • 



Platinum Travel Services: American Express Traft/el Related Services Company. Inc. acts solely as sales agent lor travel suppliers and is not responsible for the actions 
or inactions of such suppirers. We want you to be aware lhat certain suppliers pay us comnrussions and other incentives for reaching sales targets or other goals, 
and may also provide incentives to our travel counselors For more information please visit www americanexpress.com/travelterms Caiilornia CST#1022318. 
Washington UBI#&00-469-694. Iowa TA#706 Platlnuni Concierge: There is typically no cost to you for services a concierge performs on your behalf, although you 
are responsible for any purchases, fees and/or shipping charges you authorize to be charged to you r Card account. We reserve the right to note profile and preference 
data for servicing and marketing purposes We are not msponsible for notifying a restaurant of any food allergies when suggesting or making reservations at restaurants 






Leave Your 
Bracelets at Home 


Clockwise from top 
left: Chopard Happy 
8 watch (us.chopard 
.com; $20,010); Cartier 
High Jewelry watch 
(cartier.us; price upon 
request); Graff Leaf 
watch (graffdiamonds 
.com; price upon 
request); Louis Vuitton 
Tambour Bijou Secret 


(louisvuitton.com; 
$28,400); Dior 
Timepieces La Mini D 
De Dior Snow Set watch 
(dior.com; price upon 
request); Tiffany & Co. 
diamond cocktail watch 
(tiffany.com; $30,000); 
Goyard leather 
case (Goyard boutiques 
nationwide; $4,485). 


When your watch looks like this, you don’t 
need to pack any other accessories. 
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PROP STYLING BY MICHELE FARO AT ART DEPARTMENT 







Reinvented from the inside out 


Reinvented from the outside in 


Introducing the ail-new GLC, Starting at $3B,950. Whatever your vantage point, the GLC is a game-changer 
From its showstopping exterior to its technology-filled cabin. From a suite of Intelligent assistance systems 
that think, monitor and adjust as you drive to an infotainment system so smart, it can read your handwriting 
"All-new" in every possible sense, the GLC resets the bar for the luxury SUV, MBUSAxom/GLC 


Mercedes-Benz 

The best or nothing- 


OiC 300 tn irtaigm Mtv optloni^ ecjjipmerii. r^if 2015. "M5 hp M ci(3(|ior’i, wie, ree«cf#tior!. trsnsponaiiori a#ia OwleT p^ep. Opti«!flSH af'O ae'u^i fleaier pfbce 

n*y vMf 5m drjfiflr for flflaiit Wtrcwefr Ben? LISA, LLC For nwfB InromtUon, ull i -OOO hFOR U ERCEDES, « wliH USUSAxom. 
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Unless it’s five 
in the morning, 
I’m wearing 
red lipstick to 
the airport...” 


Model, stylist, and essential 
oil entrepreneur Linda Rodin 
on her enduring affection 
for a drop-crotch pant and 
a good mystery novel. 


I don’t really travel light. 

If I’m going away for ten days, 

I pack most of my closet, which 
is ridiculous because I’ll bring 
six pairs of shoes and wind 
up in the same outfit the entire 
time I’m away. I never wear 
everything I pack — ^just what’s in 
the top layer of my suitcase. 

Unless it’s five in the morning, 
I’m wearing red lipstick to 
the airport. Whenever I’m fed 
up and miserable, I pull out my 
Rodin Oil, smell it, put it on 
my face and hands, and feel 
a little refreshed. 

I check two royal-purple 
T. Anthony bags — I adore the 
color. I try not to carry on 
too much because I have a bad 
back and I hate schlepping. 

I picked up these two white 
bags in Japan. They’re light as 
a feather — leather with no 
hardware. I’ll bring along those, 
my Miu Miu plaid bucket bag, 
and my handbag with my 
toothbrush, passport, and 
whatever I’m reading. Lately 
it’s been mysteries by the 
Belgian writer Georges Simenon. 

I can read two on a long flight. 

Eyewear fills up half my 
carry-on — reading glasses, 

TV glasses, sunglasses. 

Everyone thinks I’m always in 
sunglasses, but I’m wearing 
Morgenthal Frederics bifocals 
because I can’t see. 

Taking off your shoes at the 
airport can be a nightmare 
if you haven’t thought about it, 

so I always wear these sneakers 
from Japan. They slip on and 
off so easily. I love a drop-crotch 
pant — it’s like wearing pajamas. 
These are wool from Comme 
des Gargons. My denim Jacket is 
by MM6, and I think my sweater 
is from Zara and cost $20. 1 have 
a little gold Soraya Silchenstedt 
necklace with a tiny heart on it 
that I never take off It belonged 
to my sister, who passed away. 

I’m not afraid of flying, but I wear 
it for good luck and safety. 

AS TOLD TO MOLLY OREEDEN 
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PROGRESS: POWERED BY A STROKE 
OF GENIUS, ONE AFTER ANOTHER. 


NOVAK OJOKOVIC 


Kinetic GMT Diver 


PROGRESS TO SEIKO 

Seiko USA.com 


AVAILABLE AT 
MACY'S AND MACYS.COM 


fil&m SEIKO COKPORATION DF AMER^ 



Where+Wear 

Hometown 




From left: The 

route to Chomrong, 
along Nepal’s 
Annapurna Circuit; 
Prabal Gurung 
shopping at the 
markets in Lukla. 


HOW GURUNG SPENDS 
A DAY IN KATHMANDU 

“I’ll have chai tea 


Our Man in Nepal 


There’s no 
better guide 
to Kathmandu 
and beyond 
than fashion 
designer 
Prabal Gurung. 


“NEPAL IS MAGICAL, but it’s also homc,” says fashion designer Prabal 
Gurung, who grew up in Kathmandu and returns every year to visit his 
mother, brother, and sister. And though Gurung has lived and worked in 
New York for the last 15 years (he became design director of Bill Blass in 
2004, then, five years later, launched his own line), his homeland is never 
far from his mind. The Mongolian lamb-trim coats in his fall 2014 col- 
lection were inspired by the remote mountains of Mustang that straddle 
the Himalayas, and his most recent runway show began with 30-some 
Buddhist monks chanting (his way of saying thank you for the generos- 
ity shown after April’s earthquake; Gurung’s relief fund has raised nearly 
$1 million). “The spirit of the people in Nepal is incredible,” he says. “I 
want to encourage eveiyone to travel there— if s totally safe.” When asked 
for his must-sees, Gurung has his recommended itinerary memorized at 
this point. “You can’t say you’ve been to Nepal without visiting the monas- 
teries in Lumbini, the jungles near the Indian border in Chitwan National 
Park, and the mountains— the Annapurna, Langtang National Park, and 
the Everest region.” What follows is the ultimate cheat sheet to one of the 
world’s most mysterious and far-flung destinations, -lauren decarlo 


around 6 a.m., while 
looking out at the 
Manaslu, Ganesh Himal, 
and Langtang moun- 
tains from my mother’s 
house. Then I’ll have 
breakfast — usually 
just fruit and eggs — 
and catch up with my 
brother and sister. 

I’ll walk around those 
little winding roads 
in Patan or Bhaktapur. 

I like to watch the people 
who live there — they 
have very little, but 
they’re filled with peace. 
The recent earthquake 
damaged or destroyed 
many of the old temples 
in Durbar Square and 
at the Swayambhunath 
Stupa, but Nepalis 
cherish them, and I’m 
sure they’ll be restored. 
Most nights. I’ll meet 
friends in Thamel 
to listen to live music. 

My favorite local bands 
are the Midnight Riders 
and Bipul Chettri.” 
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investment mix 


SAVE 


Every someday needs a plan!” 
Weil help you make sure yours 
IS ready for 201 6 and beyond. 


We'lt hetp you find new ways to save what you 
earn with a tax-smart strategy 


« You'll have access to our retirement tools 
and expertise to help you create the right 


Together, we'll work to develop a flexible plan 
that can be adjusted as your situation changes 


Let's build your own personal someday^ 








Fidelity.com/someday 

800.FIDELITY 


Investing involves risk, including risk of loss. 

Guidance pfovided Es educational. 

Fidetity does not provide legal of tax advice. The information herein is gen^l an nature and should not be considered legal or tax advice. Gonsuft an 
attorney or tax professional regarding your specific situation. 

The trademarks and/or service marks appearing above are the property of FMR LLC and may be registered. 

Fidelity Brokerage Services LLC, Member NYSE, SIPC. © 2015 FMR LLC. All rights reserved. 734268.1 .0 


BECAUSE SOMEDAY 

I'll turn on my 

"out of office" for good, i 


^ Alert: 

^ Fidelity Annual Review 


Attachment: 

Retirement Plan 


Reminder 


Today 




Where+Wear 

Hometown 


HERE’S WHERE 
TO SHOP... 

“I always bring a suit- 
case back tc New Ycrk 
filled with scarves, 
blankets, fabrics, and 
cashmere. Ycu can 
find inexpensive cash- 
mere in Thamel. I 
always get inspiraticn 
walking thrcugh the 
markets. I Icve Asan 
Tele fer fabrics. There 
are endless sheps 
selling the mest ccicrful 
saris and jewelry. The 
best spices are found 
in the epen-air markets 
in Asan Tele — lets 
cf blends and pickles 
ycu can’t find in the 
U.S. Check cut New 
Read for high-end silver 
items such as Jewelry 
and vases. Patan and 
Bhaktapur are the best 
for Iccal handicrafts, 
like wccdcarvings 
and metalwcrk. I aisc 
try tc pick up Thangkas, 
thetraditicnal Buddhist 
paintings that take 
forever tc make. They’re 
sc intricate. And cne 
cf these days. I’ll buy 
seme cf these really 
expensive textiles that 
date back centuries. 

But for new, I admire 
them frem afar.” 


...AND EAT IN 
KATHMANDU 

“Readheuse Cafe, 

Cld Heuse, Vesper Cafe, 
and Lhakpa’s Chulc 
are cn the higher end 
and very gccd. 

The best feed, theugh, 
is made in the hcle- 
in-the-wall places that 
serve traditicnal Nepali 
dishes like momo 
[dumpling] and Newari 
feed — lets cf beans, 
water buffalc, and 
beaten rice. The heme- 
made aicchcl — it’s sert 
cf like sake — in such 
spets is werth a try, 
tcc. There’s an amazing 
Newari restaurant 
called Newa Lahana 
in Kirtipur that cvericeks 
seme cf the last green 
fields in the Kathmandu 
Valley, and a little 
Tibetan place in Bcudha, 
run by an cider refugee 
ccuple, called Dcuble 
Derje. They serve 
the best thukpa and 
thenthuk [hememade 
needle scups] and 
Tibetan bread in 
the city. And Tukuche 
Thakali Kitchen is 
cne cf my faverites 
for dal bhat [rice and 
lentils with sides cf 
vegetables and meat, 
like chicken cr gcat].” 


A petter at werk in Durbar Square. 



Our Top Specialists in Nepal 

> Antonia Neubauer of Myths and Mountains 
(mythsandmountains . com) . 

> Sanjay Saxena of Destination Himalaya 
(destinationhimalaya. net) . 



Gurung always visits markets like this one, in Bhaktapur. 



HOTEL REGS 
FOR CLIMBERS 


“Yeti Mountain 
Home is a collection 
of six lodges in the 
Everest trekking 
route of Nepal. They’ve 
got panoramic views 
of some of the 
highest mountains in 
the world. And within 
the Annapurna 
Conservation 
Area, Ker & Downey 
has the most 
luxurious lodgings for 
those trekking the 
Himalayas [above].’’ 


HIKES, TREKS, AND 
CLIMBS FOR ALL 

“I’ve dene everything 
frem a three-week 
trek tc day-hikes cut cf 
Kathmandu. Shivapuri 
Nagarjun Naticnal Park, 
right cn the edge cf 
Kathmandu, is a quick 
and easy way tc get 
cut cf the chacs cf the 
city and smell the forest, 
and maybe see seme 
meuntains and mcn- 
keys. There are pends, 
streams, and wild 
crehids grewing cut cf 
trees. A mere strenucus 
hike is up tc the Champa 
Devi, cn the scuthern 
side cf the valley. 

Check cut the ancient 
city cf Kirtipur cn 
the way. If ycu want tc 
turn this day-trip intc 
an cvernight, call ahead 
tc the Hattiban Resert. 

It has the greatest view 
cf the entire Kathmandu 
Valley, with snewy 


meuntains tc the 
nerth. Mere experienced 
hikers shculd dc the 
Annapurna Circuit Trek 
[20 days], Langtang 
Naticnal Park [7 days], 
cr the full, criginal Ever- 
est Base Camp Trek 
[21 days]. All three are 
werth experiencing at 
least cnce in ycur life.” 

WHERE HE’S GOING 
THIS MONTH 

“Lumbini, the birthplace 
cf Buddha, tc experience 
the spiritual energy 
and see the site cf the 
planned Mahasiddha 
Sanctuary for Universal 
Peace. I always Icve 
geing tethe White 
Mcnastery in Bcudha. It 
is the mest serene place 
cn the planet. And the 
Patan Museum. It’s a 
restcred palace, and the 
space is beautiful, the 
histcry fascinating, and 
the artwerk inspiring.” 


Side-Trip 

Checklist 

Gurung recommends 
making the Hyatt 
Regency Kathmandu, 
Dwarika's Hotel, 
or the Gokama 
Forest Resort your 
home base in 
Kathmandu. Then, get 
out and explore. 

1. Book a one-hour 
sightseeing flight from 
Kathmandu into 
the Everest region. 

“If you go at sunrise or 
sunset, you’ll realize how 
small we are in this 
universe. It’s exhilarating, 
exciting, unnerving 
and calming all at once.” 

2. Take a boat 
ride on Phewa Lake 

in Pokhara. 

“Spend the day 
wandering around the 
Lakeside district. It’s 
so tranquil, and you can 
climb up the World 
Peace Pagoda and 
pop into all the kitschy 
tourist shops. From 
there, you can do a 
four-day trek up Peon 
Hill. It’s not that strenu- 
ous — children can do it. 

Even though it’s Just 
a 30-minute flight from 
Kathmandu, you may 
want to spend a night or 
two. Stay at the Shan- 
gri-la Hotel & Resort for 
amazing views 
of the Annapurna.” 

3. Visit Chitwan 
National Park. 

“It’s a short hop on 
Buddha Air — ^Just 20 
minutes or so. 

Give yourself a few 
days in the Jungle to ca- 
noe down the Rapti 
River. You’ll definitely 
spot some crocs. 
And do an elephant 
safari — you’ll see 
rhinos and, if you’re lucky, 
maybe a tiger. I like 
the Kasara Resort — it’s 
a fantastic hotel 
on the Chitwan border.” 
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Always get the lowest price* on your vacation, only when you book direct at 

g HILTON.COM ^1-800-HILTONS Q HILTON HHONORS APP 


HiJton cRaopT' 


D Inir C 


HQMEg 


Hillofi 

Crind Vara-tiniu. 


Hilton 


0TO1& Hlhon Worldwl^ 


*V1iJl HJh^n.cOJn la l«am moft our Pvi't Price ^verontn. 


and right where you want to be. 


From Waldorf Astona Panama to Conrad Bali, 
Hilton is ready to host your next big adventure 


-v.- 
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ABU DHABI: AN 



Sfeeped in anvienl f radii ion while 
emhravinfi ! he vnUing edge. 
Aha Dhahi in an inirigning, of her- 
world! If advenlarejor frai'elers 
Heekinga fridi/ dhlinef e.vperienee. 


J UST 50 YEARS AGO, ABU OHABI WAS A SMALL 

fisKiiij; niniprisin^i; a sandstoni’ Ihil and a snilU*r- 

in^ nlhani-sli huls* 'lnd;n. Hu^ largt’st uni ml r is a \ ilxiinl 
urban i'piuMiUT\v hvw maji'slii' musquus art‘ rrvurnl ali Mig- 
— sidu gli‘aining kons nl m<jtlorn aivhila*turt\ Workl-dass 
holds, u\i|iiisiU' nilinan indalg<TOvs* and designer litHiliqucs giM* 
way l<j\a[>ornusdosurls, M'ltlanl gaitlons, and pkliiiustiui* islands. 
*\hu Dliabi lileialK olfrrs lAnrvlIiing iindri^ ils \uar-r(Hind sun. 
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BECIH YOUR IIDVtNTURE AT VltItAllUOHABJ.At 


\f}\ i trnsf:yu^ \ r 


URBAN OASIS 


ABU DHABI 

ALGHARBIA 

AL AIN 

SAAOIYAT 

CITY 



ISLAND 


AUl DHAKI IJ I KKALIA 
( )i i'i;hs i;v i: ky i i i i ng i ^ i>i:n 

ITS YT'AIHUHM) Sr>. 



M tht rapitiAl of 
the United Ariih 
EniirtUo^. tlYis enig- 
matic megalo|X)lis 
is qilIv b£?^niiinjii; 
to hit its stride. 
Luxury hotels, tow- 
ering skyscrapers, 
and hvc-.'^r restau- 
rants abound, as do 
acclaimed niuseums, 
thrilling recxeatiorial 
pursuits, and the 
ever-present l-.inirati 
hospital it>'. Wander 
amiind the nicig- 
ntftcent Emirates 
MmVr Take a spml- 
IxKit tour and ga/.e 
■It the incredible 
skyline. Visit the 
exhilarating Feirari 
Woi'ld and ride the 
world's fastest roll- 
crcoaster. Or penise 
the souk markets for 
traditional carpets 
and handicrafts. 

Just don’t miss the 
Sheikh Zayetl (Jrand 
Mofique. With its 
w hitc mariile domes 
and opulent intc- 
ricjr— it*5 a master- 
piece of design. 


The Western Region 
of Abu Dhiihi offers 
fascinating forts, 
giant sand dunes, 
and pristine beaches. 
Drive aerass tlic 
sprawling landscape 
to Liwii. a historic 
town on the edge 
of the planets 
largest sand desert, 
the Empt>' Quarter. 
Camektrek over 
tlie diine.s or bo 
ofTioad exploring 
throiigli Arabian 
Wildlife Park, 
loaned on sir Ihini 
Yas LsUuid in the 
Al Gharbia region. 


OncT a viLd oasis 
on tJie earavcui route 
toOmiio, loda>' 

Al Ain is a UNESCO 
World t LeritJige Site 
ripe witli rich heri- 
tage and tush green- 
er>'. Visit the biisthng 
Central Market and 
watdi camels being 
bought and .‘sold 
Travel back in time 
at the bciuitifnlly 
re.stored AJ Jahili 
Fort, then Yisit a local 
date farm iind a few 
liTthiieokigicid sites. 
Ur jutu spend tJie 
afternoon stmlliiig 
tdong shatiy walk- 
w'a> s. Tile ’Xiardeo 
City’* is boili a Ihing 
museum and a 
refresh ing escape. 


liocated just min- 
utes FrDmdoYYm- 
town Abu l^hahi. 
Saodiyat is not only 
the L'auntiy''s cul- 
tural hub“il's also 
a glohiil iuts. leisure, 
and business desti- 
nation- Tlie is)md 
boasts stunning 
beaeliBS. premier 
golf C3uurst?s. mid 
wilt soon tH' honve to 
the all-new^ IVrfonii- 
iiig Arts Centre, 

1 />uvre Abu Dliahi, 
CfUggenheim Aim 
DhaJii. surd tlie /^ye<l 
Natkmal Muscaim. 



TH AV 1:LI\ si VLKON liTIIlAI) AllUVVVS AlltItUS SSO, LAI \CHING 
IHOM MAV ^ OUK IS l>i;t lAIBLH I LATl RING THL RKSIDLNC L 




BEGIN YOUR ADVENTURE AT: 

visitabudhabkae 


Book your Abu Dhabi getaway [hrough 
Cond^ Wasf frswster^ recommended 
tf afvel specialist, Lindsey Wallace, 
at LinaraTrafveE. CAIL^ 1 - 600 - 335 - 6033 . 
O R VISIT? linaraTraveE.com 
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Where+Wear 

Covetable 





Christian 
Louboutin Piloutin 
Maharadja bag — 
only a limited 
number were made 
(christianlouboutin 
.com; $1,650). 


Tied to Place 


Christian Louboutin was sitting in traffic in Mumbai’s tony Malabar 
Hill neighborhood when a burst of jewel tones inside a tiny storefront 
eaught his eye. “The sun was hitting it just so, and you could see how 
beautiful and colorful the ribbons were,” says Louboutin of his chance 
sighting of Vivah Borders, an embroidery shop on Nepean Sea Road. 
He returned the next day and walked out with 40 plastie bags over- 
flowing with trimmings. “I had to buy extra suiteases to carry it all 
home,” he adds. The result? The Piloutin Maharadja handbag— inspired 
and dictated by a finite supply of ribbon. Although eaeh bag is unique, 
all have hints of shimmering gold, bold cobalt, and of course Loubou- 
tin’s signature erimson. -jayna maleri 
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Morgan Stanley 


Invest 

What 


In Doing 
You Love 



You have a dream. We'll help you catch it. 

A Morgan Stanley Financial Advisor can 
introduce you to a team of lending specialists 
dedicated to helping you access the money 
you need while leaving your portfolio intact. 
Which means you can focus on Launching 
that dream. Let's have that conversation. 

morganstanley.com/lending 



Borrowing aganst securities involves risk and is not suitable for everyone. For more InkirmaStfe about these risks 
http://vvvvw.rrx3rgarffitanteycraTt/we^-dBctaBi*esfttisclosur^.htiTil orconsuit wi-JiaMonsaaStanley Rnandal 
Morgan Stanley aiilth Barney LiC is a registered ftt^er/Dealen a Member SIPG, ^ not abak. 

Irwestments and other products offered through Morgan Stanley Smith Ban^LLCarezNOT FDIC INSURED j MAY 
VALUE I NOT BANK GUARANTEED [ NOTA BANK DEPOSiT | NOT INSUR^ BY ANY FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 
© 2015 Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC. Member^IPC. CRC 1134872 04/15/ 
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JUST BACK FROM 

Peligoni Club, Greece 


Think of this water sports 
club as a more refined 
Northeastern summer 
camp— only on the dreamy 
Greek island of Zakynthos, 
and where activities like 
waterskiing, sailing, and 
paddleboarding are led by 
tall blond English university 


students. Just ask Conde Nast 
Traveler contributing editor 
Amanda Brooks (above), 
who spent a week there with 
her two children. Coco, 14, 
and Zach, 12. “The setting and 
design are lovely— not quite 
as iiber-stylish as Trasierra or 
the Ocean View Club but 


Getting There 

Fly direct to Zakynthos 
from Athens (55 minutes) 
or from London Gatwick 
(3.5 hours), then rent 
a car in Zakynthos — 

Peligoni can make the 
arrangements — for 
the 45-minute drive to 
the club (peligoni.com). 

charming nonetheless, and 
the food is very good,” says 
Brooks, whose kids especially 
loved “dance party night.” 

Brooks suggests booking a 
nearby villa, arranged through 
the Peligoni Club. (She liked 
the Maistrali, a split-level 
that sleeps up to nine and has 
a kitchen, dining room, and 
laundry.) For meals you’ll 
probably wind up dining alfresco 
at the club with other families, 
who will no doubt be back next 
year. And if your teenager 
isn’t ready to call it a night when 
you are, he or she can hitch a 
ride back to the villa via shuttle. 
-ALEXANDRA 
BOUSQUET-CHAVANNE 


PASS IT ON 

“In Girona, on Spain’s Costa 
Brava, I discovered Palau de 
Casavells In a fifteenth- 
century palace. I’ve bought 
many things here. Including 
the large Danish worktable 
In my office and two chandeliers 
from 1960. Now I’ve got 
my eye on a pair of exquisite 
Art Deco brass chairs.’’ 

-Jeanne Signoles, co-founder of the 
Paris-based accessories line L/Uniform 



PACKING STRATEGY 

Keep It 
in Neutral 

DonT think twice about what to 
bring— opt instead for gray and tan 
pieces that translate everywhere. 



Ray-Ban Clubmaster sunglasses 
(sunglasshut.com; $300); 
Hermes Kelly watch (hermes 
.com; $2,725); Michael Kors 
Collection Brackley bag (select 
Michael Kors stores; $6,000); 
Boss pants (hugoboss.com; 
$645); Hermes loafers (hermes 
.com; $1,325); Max Mara Olaf 
coat (212-879-6100; $3,590). 
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WELCOMING THE GIANTS Of THE SEA OF CORTES 






LOS GABOS 


WWW.ViSiTLDSCABOS.TaAVEL 

CABO SAN LUCAS • SAN JO St OEL CA6 0 * TOOOS SANTOS 
CABO DEL ESTE ^ CABO PULMO ^ LOS BARRILES 


MEXICO 

LfVC IT TO BELIEVE IT 

vl|[|jVtB‘xl£Cl..£tflTl: 
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IN FULL SWING 


M 7 //; 14 hrcaffftati'hi}^ vottraen and I.oh CaboH h edpandini!^ 

ifs golf and lehure Hvcne—and arcbiteciing the per/hi game 


PUNCTUATING Til £ SOUTHERN T1 P OF THE RAJA PENINSULA, 

Los CalKis IS arguably one of the planet's nifjsl celebrated des tin at in ns. 
Hie dramatic landseaiTc oCTers inipar.illeteil mountaiti bikmg and off- 
road exploring, the niAiestic Pacific imd Sea of Cortez boiLsi world-class 
sport lishmg, and the pristine coastlmc Is perfect for family wave- 
splashing or lounging with the e-readcr I'he luxury resorts at Cabos 
are alsti iinii^'iiled. Anti then, there's the golf. Willi verdant etjurses 
chiseled deep Into Uie desert and exciting new prtjjecU in the works, 

Lcffi Cabos Ls emerging as Lite golf capital of Latiii .AjticriciL 

Spectacular ocean view's are par for the course at ihc extraordinary^ 
Puerto 1/Js Cabos resort, but what mukes its green a true standout is 
that nine of llic 18 holes were designed by Jack Nieklaiis and nine by 
Greg Norman. Never before have the visions of these masters been 
combined In this waj; allowing guests the unique opporl unity to experi- 
ence Lwt> disUtict slylcs on a single course, lioth Nicklaus and Norman 
an* currently dt^igning Iheirrespecttvc seanid nine holes here its well, 
and Norman is als<» iiivolvctl with a course ut the Rancho Siin I jicas 
resort. The nnlicipaled San Lucas layout is said lo involve ^iloped ten*ahi 
creased byjagj^ canyons^ with six holes set into gently ixdliiig dunes 
near the seau 

A prhute cirtiimunity just a stone’s throw fVtJiii dtJwnknsTi Cabo San 
Lucils, Dianianledready showcases Eiwaitbw'imiing courses by Davis l ove 
Ul oiid Tiger Wixids. Not one lo rest on lU laurels however, DiamimW is 
bringing Woods back to design yet a third awc-inspirlpg course. 

Aiiodier distinguished properly that’s coming on L swinging is 
VieVage l^.s Cabas. Hiis elegant boutique resort will front iwa miles of 
while .sands at tliileno Bay ei pitTuresquecove known for its imptT^iw 
swimming beaches, l^iially impressive Is that giiesus will liaveexdiisive 
acceK.s to the Tom FaKio^esigned course, flach hole on the lauded 
layout features gently llowing land forms that simulate ocean waves. 

ItaouisiandiiiK rf?«»mand imltiral Ixmuty are ihe uUimEUe playgnnind 
of champions. Wlieiher you’re teeing off higli above tlic fticific; reeling in a 
prizctl martin, or just hitting the spa— it's game-oii in Los Cabos. 


FOR MDflE INSPIRATION^ OO TO VlflITiOtCAlOS. TRAVEL 
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NEWS, UPDATES, AND EVENTS FROM THE PUSLISHER OF CONDE NAST TAAVEEfft 



As ajet-setter, you need simple and elfective solutions foryour hair needs. 
Thankfully, Nexxus New York Salon Care delivers hair-care treatments 
to fit seamlessly alongside a life in motion. For over three decades, Nex.\us 
has been at the forefront of hair-care innovation. Following the legacy 
of Nexxus founder Jheri Redding, advanced formulas, inspired by science 
and nature, create nourished hair alive with beautiful movement and fluid- 
ity, Using sophisticated technology, Nexxus treatments protect, repair, 
and strengthen your hair for life on the go. To learn more about these and 
other innovative Nexxus products, visit nexxus.com. 



FOR SHINE, 
SMOOTHNESS. 

& FRIZZ CONTROL 


OIL INFINITE 

NOURISHING 

HAIROIL 


Infuifcd with babai^^u 
oiL& TnuTulaoi!, 
Nexxus Oil Inliiiite 
NQurishing Hair 
Oil can bo used daily 
Pur doc|> noil risb- 
ment that reduces 
frizz, enhances soft- 
ness, and improves 
hair*s manageahiltty. 

HOWTDUSEs 

Use one pump on 
damp hair mid- 
lengths to ends 
to improve man age- 
ability and brush ^ 
glide. Alternatively 
use on dry hair mid- 
lengths to ends to 
reduce frizz and 
smixith the surface. 





FOR INTENSIVE 
DAMAGE REPAIR 
& FLEXIBILITY 


emergenc£e" 

RECONSTRUCTING 

TREATMENT 


Enriched with 
a high con centra' 
tion of proteins, 
marine collagen 
andelastin, this 
inlensivc fur mu la 
i nip roves flexibility 
and reduces brealt- 
age to return your 
hair to its pro- 
damaged state. 

HOWTOUSEe 

Use only one treat- 
ment per week to 
fortify hair that 
has been damaged 
by chemical treat- 
ments and thermal 
styling. This unique 
4-stcp process 
will dramatkally 
improve flexibility 
and reduce break- 
age, untoeking 
hair with improved 
manageablUty 
and alignment 


VISIT CNrVOST.dOM FOR MORE 



L WP O N 
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Word of Mouth 
Checking In 


ITALY 

Hide Away 
in Lecce 

In our favorite town in Puglia, two 
expat-owned hotels find the balance 
between authentic and inventive. 

OF iTALY’s FEW remaining untrammeled 
urban gems, it’s Lecce, in Puglia, that we’re 
most enamored of these days. So tiny you 
can walk across it in half an hour, this town 
in the heel of the Italian boot punches way 
above its weight when it comes to impres- 
sive architecture: ornate cathedrals sit- 
ting one after another next to beautiful 
Baroque palaces, all built from pietra lec- 
cese, the singular creamy- white local lime- 
stone. Despite its aesthetic allure— and a 
small coterie of in-the-know enthusiasts, 
like the Guerr and- Hermes family, who 
quietly keep holiday homes here— Lecce 
has remained largely off the international 
radar. This year, though, the little town’s 
reputation has grown in the world, as two 
expats have shown that an exceptional 
hotel, especially one that balances its 
style bona fides with a sense of place, can 
telegraph its adopted hometown’s unique 
charms in whole new ways. 

First, in late June, came La Fiermontina. 
Its owner, French businessman Giacomo 




Fiermonte, whose grandmother was a 
prominent Pugliese, wanted to create a 
“contemporary reflection of the old Lec- 
cese artistic culture for others to enjoy.” 
The new-build architecture filters tradi- 
tion through a minimalist lens, with rib- 
vaulted ceilings and tall, slim windows 
recalling castle embrasures. The restau- 
rant serves elevated interpretations of 
cucina povera (ciceri e tria, fried pasta bits 
with chickpeas in broth, is the ultimate 
Puglian comfort food), which, while deli- 
cious when eaten in the elegant main din- 
ing room, are even tastier alfresco amid 
the olive and orange trees in the hotef s 
walled garden. 

A ten-minute drive outside the town 
gates, Sydney-born former marketing 
executive Rob Potter- Sanders began wel- 
coming his first guests to Masseria T rapana 
in October. The medieval masseria— a. for- 
tified farmhouse— reflects his respect for 
heritage; he even brought in experts to 
restore the sixth-century frescoes in the 
on-site chapel. There are also creative 
flourishes cribbed from his own travels: 
an Asian-style pergola and, forthcoming, a 
hammam carved out of a vaulted subterra- 
nean olive mill. Perhaps best of all, Trapana 
is surrounded by 148 acres planted with 
more than 500 trees in 19 different variet- 
ies, so even though the buzz of Puglia’s new 
favorite town is just a hop away, you’ll hear 
only the wind whispering through aU those 
leaves. -MARIA shollenbarger 


Previous page: 

The grounds at La 
Fiermontina. 

This page, from top: 

Poolside at Masseria 
Trapana; one of 
the grand guest rooms 
at La Fiermontina. 


The Lecce List 


MORNING MACCHIATO 
At Doppiozero, 

the bearded barista 
has a deft hand at the 
Marzoooo maohine, 
and he also bakes 
a mean pasticciotto — 
a traditional aprioot 
breakfast oake (emporio 
doppiozero.oom). 

TWENTY-FIRST- 
CENTURY CULTURE 

Housed in what 
was originally an early- 
fifteenth-oentury 
monastery, MUST, 
Leooe’s historioal 
museum, has a ground 
floor that’s given over 
to oontemporary art 
exhibits (mustleooe.it). 


APERITIVO HOUR 

On a one-blook lane 
orammed with enoteche, 
La Barrique Lecce 
does striotly looal 
wines and oraft beers 
(labarrique.leooe.it). 

And in the new part of 
town, super-sliok 
SOOmila serves proper 
oooktails to looal oogno- 
soenti (SOOmila.oom). 

BRING IT BACK 

Treat yourself to a set 
of hand-finished linen 
napkins from Society 
Limonta, the luxury 
housewares emporium 
in the shadow of 
the Duomo (sooiety 
limonta.oom). 
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TRUMP 

HOTEL 

COtLECTION^ 


LIVE THE LIFE. 

WHO BETTER TO OFFER LESSONS 
ON HOW TO HANDLE A BOARD. 



For reservations, visit TrumpHotelCollection.com, 

call 855.TRUMP.00 C855.878.6700), or contact your travel professional. 

NEW YORK I CENTRAL PARK + SOHO CHICAGO LAS VEGAS WAIKIKI TORONTO PANAMA MIAMI |OORAL 
IRELAND I DOON0EG COMING SOON WASHINGTON D.C. VANCOUVER RtODE JANEIRO INDONESIA \ BAU + UDO 


Trump Intenialiunul I InuT^ Waikiki Beach Walk* 




Word of Mouth 
Checking In 


SAN FRANCISCO 

Japantown; Eat, 
Play, and 
(Finally) Stay 

At once kitschy and classic, San Francis- 
co’s Japantown is one of the few districts 
in the city whose unwitting cool has 
survived the second tech boom, its cherry 
blossom-lined plaza, octogenarian 
shopkeepers, and hole-in-the-wall noodle 
and sushi spots still as authentic as ever. 
The neighborhood’s never had many 
places where you’d want to stay, however. 
But now there’s The Buchanan, right 
by residential Pacific Heights and 
trendy Fillmore. The boutique hotel 
takes creative hints from its setting, 
with shibon-print robes and a Japanese 
whiskey-themed lobby where thousands 
of empty bottles decorate the ceiling 
and wood barrels make up one wall; 
and the hotel shares space with Mum’s, 
one of the city’s oldest Japanese hot-pot 
joints. The Buchanan’s 128 rooms are 
a study in wabi-sabi: Rough canvas 
drapes offset crisp white bed linens; pale 
marble-topped dressers contrast with 
bright, asymmetrical wall prints. It’s 
the perfect home base for exploring the 
area: approximately six square blocks 
whose treasures are mostly housed in 
malls (more Tokyo’s Asakusa district than 
King of Prussia) that sell ever3^hing from 
kimonos and boba tea to bonsai. Here, 
a neighborhood hit list, - lexi pandell 



Bold prints (left) and a shibori robe hang in a guest room at The Buohanan. 


1. Benkyodo serves 
fresh mochi out 
of a nondesoript glass- 
and-briok storefront. 
Get the chofu, a 
plain sweet mochi 
wrapped in a panoake 
and stamped with 
Japanese oharaoters. 


2. Kinokuniya 
Bookstore, a bi-level 
bibliophile’s dream 
in the Kinokuniya 
Building, draws the 
aesthetioally minded 
for its rare design 
books, Asian literature, 
and manga seleotion. 


3. Waraku speoializes 
in steaming bowls of 
ramen with thiok, ohewy 
noodles in pork bone 

or ohioken broth. For 
something new, try the 
dipping ramen — a 
heaping plate of noodles, 
meat, and mushrooms 
ready to dunk into 
a bowl offish broth. 

4. Relax at Kabuki 
Springs & Spa, 

whioh offers massages. 
Reiki, and aoupunoture 
but is most famous 
for its oommunal baths. 
(Swimsuits optional; 
silenoe mandatory.) 

The Sushi & Sartori 
group paokage 
inoludes aooess to 
the baths, private 
massages, and sushi. 


5. The airy Song Tea 
& Ceramics gives free 
tastings from a hand- 
pioked seleotion of 
Chinese and Taiwanese 
leaves, walking you 
through the teas’ origins, 
brewing praotioes, and 
flavor profiles. Ask to 
try one of the aged 
varieties, some of whioh 
have been preserved 
and roasted for more 
than two deoades. 

6. Nijiya Market has the 

oity’s best assortment 
of imported Japanese 
snaoks, sake, and beer. 
Buy a bag of Kasugai 
kiwi-flavored gummy 
oandy and a bottle of 
Kawaba Sunrise, a oraft 
amber ale from a moun- 
tain village in Gunma. 



JAMAiCA 


Chris Blaokwell’s 
Pantrepant. 


Island Grown 

If you’re Chris Blaokwell — owner of three of Jamaioa’s most sybaritio retreats — you have an 
enviable array of plaoes you might oall home. But it’s to Pantrepant, his farmstead in west 
Jamaioa, that the legendary musio impresario heads when he needs to unwind. Tuoked in the 
hills of Trelawny Parish, the 2,500-aore estate shows a wilder, greener side of Jamaioa, harking 
baok to when farms outnumbered all-inolusives and everything on your plate was island grown. 
Now, for those staying at his resorts (Goldeneye, The Caves, and Strawberry Hill), Blaokwell 
has quietly opened Pantrepant to overnight guests (for an additional fee). They’ll have the run 
of the plaoe — pioking mango and aokee and oallaloofor breakfast, hiking to swimming holes, 
milking oows at the dairy, and eating farm-fresh meals under a giant guango tree. Food is 
very muoh the foous here: Having spent his early oareer bringing Jamaioa’s musio to the world, 
the man who signed Bob Marley is now doing the same for the island’s homegrown ouisine, 
whioh he sees as its next great tourism draw (islandoutpost.oom). -peter jon lindberg 



62 CONDE NAST TRAVELER / NOVEMBER 2015 


CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: PHOTOGRAPHS BY LAURE JOLIET/COURTESY THE BUCHANAN (2); COURTESY ISLAND OUTPOST. MAP BY MARK NERYS 





CELEBRATING 25 YEARS OF * 

WORLD^S BEST 
STORIES 

AS TOLD BY THE WORLD’S BEST 

GUESTS. 


THE ALL INCLUSIVE 





CRYSTAL 

CRUISES 


This year we celebrate an Important anniversary that started with a vision to elevate luxury 
cruising, service and adventure^ A vision that came to life in the remarkable stories we 
created with you. our loyal and insplrftig guests, twenty<flve years later, we're proud to 
say Crystal Cruises has been voted the World*s Best more than any other cruise line, hotel 
or resort In history. We invite you to join us for the next twenty-five years of storytelling. 


BEGIN A NEW S 1 O R Y 


CALL 1-888-831-8281 

OR YOUR TRAVEL PROFESSIONAL 
CRYSTALCRUISESCOM/EROCHURE 



22 years 20 years 


EUROPE I NEW ENGLAND SCAN ADA | ALASKA | AUSTRALIA* NEW ZEALAND | PANAMA CANAL | SOUTH PACIFiCai ASIA | SOUTH AMERICA [ WORLD CRUISE 

fi □ (^ ® ^ 
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,1/Vord of Mouth 
The Hotel Breakfast 


Chiltern Firehouse, 
London 


The impossibly sceney 
Marylebone restaurant draws all 
the celebs— Cara Delevingne, 
Marina Abramovic, even David 
Cameron— and persistent 
paparazzi 


after dark. But in the 
quiet morning hours, it’s a cozy, 
calm retreat in the city’s most 
happening neighborhood. 


VANILLA PORRIDGE 

With a healthy slug 
of pure vanilla, it 
borders on dessert. 


SALT AND 
PEPPER SHAKERS 

The boxer, shepherd, 
and, of oourse, olassio English 
bulldog sets are joined by 
magnets at the nose. If you want 
your own to take home. 

Just ask your server ($34). 


EGGS BENEDICT 

This Anglo-fied version is made 
with eggs from free-range 
Burford Brown hens (a heritage 
English breed) and maple-oured 
ham by Aubrey Allen, Suffolk’s 
finest butoher. 


C BURLEIGH 
WARE CHINA 

From none other 
than the historio 
Burgess & Leigh, 
in Stoke-on-Trent. The 
pattern. Blue Asiatio 
Pheasants, was 
the most popular 
in Viotorian England 
(burleigh.oo.uk). 


PHOTOGRAPH BY NIOOLE FRANZEN 
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Le BJsnc Resort 


RETREAT 
TO LUXURY 


llAperivnce an aicard-xcinnini^ n^Horl in Cam nn 

I DIiAL FOR TRAVELERS SEEKING THE HIGHEST LEVEL OF 
luxury', Le Blanc Spa Resort is an adults-only getaway like 
, ^ no other. The property is situated in the heart of Cancim in a 
secluded enclave between the Nichupte Lagoon and the Caribbean Sea* 
Consistently recognized as one of the world’s top all-indusive resorts, 
I>e Blanc Spa Resort has received the prestigious AAA Five Diamond 
award for the past five consecutive years* 


From thu nioniunl ihvy 
anive, receive 
premier pampering 
including 24‘hunrbuller 
service and world-class 
amenities. Each suite 
comes complete with 
high-end hair styling 
tools, Bvigarl bath 
products, a premium- 
stocked minibar. wireless 
Intcmcr and unlimited 
calls to the United States 
and Canada 

The world-renowned 
Blanc Spa is perhaps 
the crow^n jewel of the 
property. Guests are 
immediately enveloped 
in tranquility within the 
polished stone spa. The 
spa's Zen design fealtircs 
billowing white chiffon 
curtains^ elegant wood 
and marble flooring 
tximplemented by south- 
ing aromas. 


Infinity pool 


Blanc Spa provides guests 
with the opportunity to 
choose from traditional 
therapies and singular 
offerings stich its lijdra- 
thcrapj^ rituals or locally 
inftised treatments includ- 
ing the Kukulcan massage 
and the Fish Spa. 

U? Blanc Spa Resort 
also offers guests a 
variety of fitness options 


including yoga, 'fRX 
classes, and Aqua 
Spinning, Tiy your hand 
at an Innovative mixology^ 
or cooking class, or relax 
at the Beach Guh, featur- 
ing luxurious cabanas 
and an expansiw leirace, 
perfect fbr eruo>1ng 
lounge music over a 
menu of fine cuisine and 
tropical libations, 





FOR HORf INFORMATION^ VISIT L £ R L A N C S R A R C S O R T . C O M 


t'HOTOiCOUiniSVO* ufftLAWC IIU,DHT 




MERE INCHES 
ABOVE SEA LEVEL 
HEAD AND SHOULDERS 
ABOVE THE 
COMPETITION. 

ADULTS ONLY ALL-INCLUSIVE 1 - 80 0 ■ 4 6 6 ■ 5 8 1 6 LEBLANCSPAHESORT.COM 
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Word of Mouth 
Experience 



Always a Critic 

When Rick Moody began reviewing hotels for fun, he found the 
practice thrilling, at times even addictive. So much so he wrote a book 
about it (and perhaps discovered a second career). 


ONCEUPONATiME,! decided to write the Great American 
Novel. It was going to be about a journalist who, while 
covering Baghdad, suffered a traumatic brain injury and 
came home to recuperate and reflect on his American life. 
Sounds good, right? A bid for greatness! However, some- 
where in the middle of writing this novel, I felt like it didn’t 
express these times— the political philistinism, the total 
dominance of tween culture, the ubiquity of celebrities in 
skin care commercials. I wasn’t grappling with these id- 
iosyncrasies of the now so much as I was resurrecting an 


idea of the novel from 50 years ago. So I decided to aban- 
don it and instead write a book about a guy who compul- 
sively reviews hotels online. 

It happened like this: I was staying in Bergen, Norway, 
with my wife. Laurel. She had business there. Bergen is 
a lovely northern European city, right on the water and 
with easy access to the mountains nearby— dramatic in 
a way that reminded me of the Pacific Northwest. And 
yet we were staying in a perfectly awful hotel, chosen for 
us by a certain penurious arts institution. If you were to 
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ILLUSTRATION BY GOLDEN OOSMOS 



MAYBE WE SHOULD 
TALK ABOUT THE 
4000'POUND VOLCANIC 
ROCK IN THE ROOM. 

PATRON IS ONE OF ONLY A HANDFUL OF ARTISANAL TEQUILA MAKERS STILL 
USING A TAHONA STONE WHEEL TO CRUSH THE FINEST COOKED WEBER 
SLUE AGAVE— AN ANCIENT* LABOR-INTENSIVE PROCESS. THIS METHOD 
UNLOCKS AN EARTHY, COMPLEX TASTE TRULY WORTH TALKING ABOUT. 





ROCA 

PATRON 


ROCA 

PATRON 


^ REPOSADOj 

TEQUILA 100% BE ASAVr 

ABTESANAL L 

CONT I' 

750 ml 


^ ANEJO ^ 

TEQUILA 100% DE A6 AVE 
ARTRSANAL 


44%aJc-/Vol 


ROCA 

PATRON 


^ SILVER ^ 


TEQUILA lO0% DE A6AVE 

ARTESANAL 


45%alc|tol 

[9QProffle 


Til 






SIMPLY PERFECT. 

focopoiron.com 


Word of Mouth 
Experience 


make a list of all the possible problems that might eome 
up during an emblematically horrible European hotel stay, 
this place would have included most of them. There was a 
dingy sports bar on the premises whose cigarette smoke 
wafted out into the lobby and which also hosted a truly 
demonic weekend house music rave. The staff were surly; 
the breakfast was a ham sandwich in a box, and this could 
not be adjusted for vegetarians. 

The situation was so bad that Laurel suggested we re- 
view the hotel. I had never reviewed a hotel online before, 
nor a restaurant, nor a dentist, nor anything else. Indeed, 
the immoderate trollery of the Internet, to which I had 
occasionally subjected myself (on Amazon.com, for ex- 
ample), was not, until then, a forum I thought I wanted to 
visit. And yet I found that keeping track of every cigarette 
hole in the sheets, every insolent remark at the front desk, 
made me, in a way, happy. Here are some lines from my 
review of the hotel in Bergen: 

Where to begin? Upon walking into the room there was 
the unmistakable musk of wastewater and mildew. The 
walls were AbEx'd with dirt and ominous smears (just 
the hooks remained where the art had hung). There was 
stampeding on the floor above us overnight and early 
into the morning, as if the lodgers there were a family of 
hogs in the rut. 

I never published my remarks (until now), but I very much 
enjoyed writing them, and in doing so I felt suddenly 
aware of my surroundings, of the hotel part of my life, in a 
way I hadn’t before. 

This led me to engage with a whole world that was 
happening online. Out there on the Internet, it turned 
out, regular people— accountants, dance instructors, 
bird-watchers, missionaries— were all reviewing hotels 
at a dizzying rate. And when I came at last to look into 
these reviews, on Yelp, Expedia, and seemingly every- 
where else, I often found them very funny and very con- 
temporaiy (“Worst hotel ever! The rooms were filthy, with 
peeling wallpaper and shelves hanging off the wall.”) I 
loved the way writing was happening with such pas- 
sion on these sites, the way everyone seemed to have a 
life-or-death opinion. And I also thought maybe I could 


I loved the way writing 
was happening with 
such passion on these 
sites, the way everyone 
seemed to have a 
iife-or-death opinion. 


bring something to the form. A little dash of the literary. 

About the same time. Laurel got an idea for a photo series 
in which she would take pictures of all the people she was 
distantly related to (located through DNA testing). And so 
we hit the road almost permanently, to the tune of logging 
30,000 miles in the continental United States in 2012 and 
2013. We were staying in 20 or 30 hotels a year, mostly to- 
gether, and when we weren’t together, we were e-mailing 
each other accounts of our hotels. It became a thing. Often 
we were in towns where there were only chain franchises, 
or where there were no good hotels to be had at all. 

And so my fictional hotel reviewer, Reginald Edward 
Morse, the highest-rated reviewer on the RateYour 
Lodging.com website, began practicing his skills in these 
down-market wastes. The mediocre hotels only made for 
better copy! They called forth Reginald Morse. There was 
the check-in lady who asked Laurel if she was going to do 
drugs in the room; there was the place where there were 
crowbar lesions by the lock inside the room; there was the 
room where the shower was a glassed-in part of the living 
room, so that your partner had to watch you bathe; and 
so on. All of these places eventually were immortalized 
by Reginald Morse in his collected reviews, otherwise 
known as Hotels of North America, a new work of fiction 
by yours truly. 

The Great American Novel would have been a more 
conventional career move. But what I found I really en- 
joyed doing was getting up at 5:30 or 6 a.m. in some for- 
gettable hotel to write about where I was and what I had 
seen, what tiny moment in this onslaught of service- 
economy mediocrity had paradoxically felt most human 
to me. Laurel likes to sleep in, and in these hours of half- 
light, in which I sometimes lay in the tub, typing away with 
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THIS IS YOUR WAKE-UP CALL TO 


HAVE MORE 


WAKE-UP CALLS 


Fly toward something better with the help of 80,000 employees 
who do everything they can to help you explore what's possible. 
























WELCOME TO THE 
WORLD OF BELMOND 


Word of Mouth 
Experience 


W£ INVITE YOU TO DISCOVER OUR 
COLLCCTiON OF EXCEPTIONAL 
THAVEL EXPERIENCES IN THE WORLD'S 
HOST remarkable LOCATIOKS 
INDIVIDUAL. INSPIRED. AND 
PMADINATIVC, THE WORLD OF ftELHOND 
15 A WORLD LIKE NO OTHER 
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6 

And yet I found that keeping 
track of every cigarette hoie in 
the sheets, every insoient 
remark at the front desk, made 
me, in a way, happy. 


the laptop balanced on the edge, I tried in this delightful 
solitude to describe the way we live now, in the language 
of our moment: the online review. 

iT’SMYOPiNioN that in a really good hotel, it’s the little fail- 
ures that stick out (there was one in San Francisco where 
the drain in the sink had not one but three toothpaste-tube 
caps imprisoned in it), and in a very bad hotel, it’s the little 
triumphs that are most memorable. As I write these lines 
in my room at the Embassy Suites Des Moines Down- 
town, I can tell you that I never expected to have such a 
spectacular and panoramic view of the roiling surface of 
the Des Moines River. If Reg Morse were here, he’d defi- 
nitely give this establishment Jour stars. 

After a few years of reviewing in the voice of my charac- 
ter, I came to feel, just a little bit, that I was actually a hotel 
reviewer. A year or so ago we were staying in a mid-level 
chain hotel in the Florida panhandle, the kind of place you 
might book for an inexpensive golf vacation. We were ex- 
hausted by the time we pulled into the parking lot, and we 
were intent on bargaining with the front desk to let us check 
in early. Early, in this case, being about 40 minutes before 
advertised check-in. You and I know that the thing which 
prevents early check-in is whether or not the cleaning staff 
have turned over the room. If you arrive at 10 a.m., your 
chances are bad. On this occasion, the desk clerk refused 
us, though it was after two, and we asked for the manager. 
He was a drill sergeant of a guy whose reply to our inquiry 
was. This is my hotel, and I will decide when check-in begins, 
and I have decided it begins at three o'clock! My wife was livid. 
And that was when I uttered the immortal words which my 
character would surely have uttered himself: “I am an inter- 
nationally recognized hotel reviewer, and I am going over there 
to that sofa right now to review this establishment." 

In five minutes, we had our key. ♦ 
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THERE ARE THOSE WHO TRAVEL BUT NEVER 


REALLY ARRIVE. THOSE WHO VISIT A PLACE 


BUT NEVER KNOW THE PEOPLE. TRAVEL IS 


SO MUCH MORE WHEN YOU GET CLOSER 


?TOid,IFE AND HOW IT IS BEST LIVED HERE, 


EVER HERE MAY BE. IT’S TIME FOR 
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Word of Mouth 
On Duty/Off Duty 


How to Work (and Play) 
in Frankfurt 

It’s continental Europe’s largest financial center (and home to the world’s 
biggest book fair and auto show), but a string of new boutiques and 
standout restaurants are proving Frankfurt’s a lot cooler than you think. 



Maxie Eisen, in Bahnhofsviertel. 


Where to go for... 


ESPRESSO 
Klein und Main: Get 

your morning buzz 
on at this new wave 
coffee spot in the 
city’s Bahnhcfsviertel — 
its much hyped 
and quickly changing 
red-light district 
(kleinundmain.de). 

LUNCH SOLO 

Maxie Eisen: Ycu 

gctta try the pastrami 
cn rye (even if ycu’re 
frcm New Ycrk City) 
at this deli-inspired cafe/ 
bar, aisc Iccated in hap- 
pening Bahnhcfsviertel 
(maxieeisen.ccm). 

LUNCH WITH 
PROSPECTIVE CLIENTS 

Moriki: Jcin the stylish 
business crcwd talking 
shcp ever elegantly 
presented bentc 
lunches and Japanese 
curries at this medern 


Asian restaurant in 
the new Deutsche Bank 
Tewers (mcriki.de). 

DINNER SOLO 
Apfelwein-Wirtschaft 
Fichtekranzi: Ycu’ll 
definitely make friends 
after a few glasses 
cf apple wine at this 
packed pub. Keep 
ittraditicnal and erder 
Geethe’s (reputedly) 
faverite dish: hard-bciled 
eggs and pctatces 
with herbed scur cream 
(fichtekraenzi.de). 

DINNER WITH 
IMPORTANT CLIENTS 

Weinsinn: Atthis 
Michelin-starred 
German take cn French 
bistrenemy, dishes 
are based cn the 
day’s freshest ingredi- 
ents (like wild mush- 
reems with leeks 
and berries). There 


are three-, four-, and 
five-ccurse menus, 
and the wine list 
is 250 bcttles Icng. 
Impressive, right? 
(weinsinn-frankfurt.de). 

DIGNIFIED DRINKS 
Jimmy’s Bar: Fcr 

mere than 60 years, 
Frankfurt’s chicest 
have been meeting fcr 
champagne cccktails 
atthis pianc bar in 
the elegant Grandhctel 
Hessischer Hcf 
(jimmys-frankfurt.de). 

UNDIGNIFIED DRINKS 
The Parlour: This 
Icunge has a speakeasy 
vibe (dim lights, dark 
weed, tufted leather, 
nc signage) and the 
mest inventive bartend- 
ers in tewn: Name ycur 
pcisen and let them 
riff (Zwingergasse 6). 

-GISELA WILLIAMS 


WORTH 
TACKING ON 

Add an extra 
day to check out the 
nearby Taunus 
region, known for 
its quaint villages and 
castles. Spending 
the night? Book the 
Schlosshotel 
Kronberg, built 
for Empress Victoria 
Friedrich in 1893. 
After a full-on 
renovation by 
British designer 
Nina Campbell, it’s 
again open for 
guests (schlosshotel 
-kronberg.de; 
from $300). 


The Locals’ Download 

Restaurant and nightlife pioneers 
(and brothers!) David and Janies 
Ardinast launched the fashionable deli 
and bar Maxie Eisen and the ambitious 
new Parisian- style restaurant Stanley 
Diamond, both in the happening 
Bahnhofsviertel. Here, they map out 
their perfect (walkable) hometown day. 

“For breakfast or Sunday brunch, start 
at Cafe Maingold, a Baroque-style spot that 
feels like you’re hanging out in someone’s 
apartment— the crowd is a bit alternative 
and the food is very homey, fresh, organic. 
It’s not far from the Main River, which 
is great to walk along, especially in 
summer and fall, and is lined with the city’s 
best museums. Our favorite is the Stadel, 
Germany’s oldest museum foundation, 
with a sweeping collection of European 
art that spans 700 years. From the Stadel, 
cross the Holbeinsteg Bridge, walk a 
half mile, and you’ll be in Bahnhofsviertel. 
Grab an espresso at the Plank cafe, the 
hipster hangout in Frankfurt these days, 
with great coffee and cakes. Next, head to 
Kaiserstrasse, which takes you to the 
commercial center. Be sure you pop into 
the vintage store 13, the women’s boutique 
Hayashi, and Uebervart, the city’s coolest 
men’s store and our go-to for sneakers. For 
dinner, try the hopping restaurant Walon 
& Rosetti (we love the rib eye), or the 
hidden- away Club Michel, which hosts 
rotating theme dinners. End the night at 
Mosel 45, the club of the moment.” -g.w. 


David, left, and James Ardinast. 
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No matter which airline has the flight 
you want, you can use your Venture'' 
miles. Just book your flight then use 
your miles to cover the cost. It's that 
e^^^t it abouttime you switched? 


Earn Unlimited Double Miles 


WITH MORE THAN 50 
DIFFERENT AIRLINES, 
WHY HAVE A MILES 
CARD THAT LIMITS 
YOU TO JUST ONE? 
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AS IN ACAPULCO orthc Poconos, Honolulu’s 
mid-centuiy turn in the tourism spotlight burned 
so bright that even today its 1960s reputation 
endures: It’s only for newlyweds, so the thinking 
goes— stacked with tiki kitsch and mid-range 
hotels as faded as a lingering Pacific sunset. 
Nothing could be further from the truth. A 
post-recession influx of Asia- Pacific capital has 
spurred an islandwide building boom, while a 
surge of innovation driven largely by locals has 
transformed this city of 375,000 from a holiday 
outpost to a globalized, cosmopolitan destina- 
tion, one that’s closer to Tokyo than to Denver. 
(Almost.) Wisps of the Jet Age still float through 
Waikiki, where Pucci prints and floppy hats re- 
main de rigueur. But the contemporary soul of 
the island is best seen beyond Honolulu’s most 
famous stretches of sand: in the creative new 


restaurants sprouting up in emerging neighbor- 
hoods; in the only- here architecture of the 
Liljestrand House; at boutiques that are updat- 
ing our long-held notions of Hawaiian style. 

Of course some things— the legendary breaks, 
the rugged North Shore, shave ice— will, 
thankfully, never change. Which is exactly why 
you’re here once again. Welcome back. 


An outrigger canoe on 
Lanikai Beach. 


Word of Mouth 
Black Book 


OAHU 

HAWAII 







Unmatched, floor-to-ceiling views of 
the ocean in every room 


Oceanfront dining 
BeachsideTiki Bar 



Full-service spa & fitness center 

25,000 square feet of state-of- 
the-art oceanfront meeting space 

USA Toda>Mauded 
"Best Beach in Florida" 


/\ 


OpalSandsHCOin | S66.2Saj247 

OPAL 






A champagne welcome and the perfect day on the perfect beach... 

WHAT-"yo« REMEMBER? 




QT TT’^'p CATC SAVE $200 PER NIGHT 
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Word of Mouth 
Black Book 



The pool at Halekulani. 


Where te Stay 

Here's the thing: Those beachfront grandes dames 
you've heard about still are the top game in town. 

HALEKULANI 

Best for couples Oahu’s most luxurious hotel— all soft neu- 
trals, glossy marble, and just-so orchids— makes for a calm, 
clean-lined refuge from the din of Waikiki. The more for- 
mal vibe (no shorts or flip-flops in the hotel’s restaurants 
after 6 p.m.) and standout service draw a sophisticated 
crowd. And if watching a sunset hula at the breezy House 
Without a Key bar isn’t what you came here for, you’re on 
the wrong island (halekulani.com; from $495). 

THE KAHALA HOTEL AND RESORT 

Best for families Fifteen minutes southeast of Waikiki, in 
a ritzy residential neighborhood next to a country club, this 
’60s-era resort is an island unto itself, with its own (nomi- 
nally public but quasi-private) beach, plenty of restaurants, 
and— your kids are going to freak— a huge, miraculously 
unhokey lagoon complete with dolphins, sea turtles, and 
stingrays (kahalaresort.com; from $430). 

THE ROYAL HAWAIIAN 

Best for incurable nostalgics Just what is it about Honolu- 
lu’s Royal Hawaiian? So much borders on kooky kitsch, 
but it’s all done so well that no one cares. This is that hell- 
yeah-we’re-in-Hawaii fantasy we’re all looking for, from the 
pink pool umbrellas to the undeniably great weekly luau 
(royal-hawaiian.com; from $385). 


GO HUNGRY 

Five things to eat 
in Kaimuki, the isiand’s 
of-the-moment food 
neighborhood. 

1. Mud Hen Water’s 

steamed mahimahi 
served with a green- 
banana pastele. 

2. Koko Head Cafe’s 

cornflake French toast. 

3. Town’s 

house-made charcuterie. 

4. Via Geiato’s 

strawberry ume gelato. 

5. Kaimuki Superette’s 

South Shore he‘e roll 
(pictured), with poached 
octopus, celery seed, 
and tarragon aioli on a 
buttered bun. 




HANNARA 

RESTAURANT 

“A true snapshot of 
home-style island 
cuisine. Breakfast is 
served all day, so you 
can order pancakes 
with your lau bit- pork 
wrapped in taro leaves” 
(86-078 Farrington 
Hwy, Waianae). 

ONO HAWAIIAN FOODS 

“I go on Mondays for 
their classic ‘Chop 
Steak’ stir-fry of thinly 
sliced beef and onions 
on fresh watercress— 
it’s a brilliant contrast 
in textures, tempera- 
tures, and flavors” 

(726 Kapahulu Ave., 
Honolulu). 


Eat Local 

Chef and native son 
Ed Kenney— who 
followed up his hit 
restaurant Town with 
the new Mud Hen 
Water— steers us to 
his favorite authentic 
Hawaiian spots. 

PALACE SAIMIN 

“Since 1946, this 
family- run hole-in- 
the-waU has done 
the best saimin, a rich 
and porky soup of 
Japanese-style dashi 
broth, chewy noodles, 
and BBQ meat” (1256 
N. King St., Honolulu). 

WAT GET KITCHEN 

“There’s no better 
place on Oahu for the 
Hawaiian version of 
Puerto Rican food; 
gandule rice, pasteles, 
and bacalao salad” 
(94-752 Hikimoe St., 
Waipahu). 
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Word of Mouth 
Black Book 


A Perfect Day 
on the North Shore 

This blissfully crowd free region 
feels like an island apart— 
andyou can see all the highlights 
by sundown. 


9 A.M. 

Many Waikiki resorts 
have in-house oar-rental 
desks; you oan get a Zipoar 
at the Paoifio Beaoh Hotel. 
Paok a bathing suit, a towel, 
and some sunsoreen; 
then drive northwest from 
Honolulu on Interstate- 
H1 before turning north on 
I-H2 toward Haleiwa. 

10 A.M. 

Along Haleiwa’s main strip, 
stop for an Oahu-grown 
medium roast at Coffee 
Gallery, whioh souroes beans 
from aoross the islands 
(66-250 Kamehameha Hwy.). 

10:30 A.M. 

Drive 15 minutes west 
on Farrington Highway to 
Mokuleia Beach Park, 
an often empty and pleas- 
antly remote area with 
exoellent snorkeling and 
oalm waters. If you’re luoky, 
you’ll spot humpbaok 
whales swimming offshore 
(930 Farrington Hwy.). 

12:30 P.M. 

Heading baok to Haleiwa, 
you’ll find the Waialua 
Sugar Mill, a refinery turned 
oommeroial oenter where 
looal makers sell everything 
from ohooolate to surfboards 
(67-106 Kealohanui St.). 

1P.M. 

Return to town for lunoh 
at Cafe Haleiwa, a oasual 
spot known as muoh for 
its banana panoakes and 
omelets as its mahimahi 
(66-456 Kamehameha Hwy.). 

2 P.M. 

Continue 15 minutes 
north toward the Waimea 
Valley, where oenturies- 
old arohaeologioal sites share 


spaoe with a remarkable 
botanioal garden that has 
more than 5,000 speoies. 
Make the three-quarter-mile 
hike up the valley to see 
Waimea Falls, and, on Thurs- 
days, leave yourself a few 
minutes to browse one 
of the island’s best farmers’ 
markets, with oan’t-find-it- 
elsewhere items like raw looal 
honey and sea asparagus 
(59-864 Kamehameha Hwy.). 

3:30 P.M. 

Another 15 minutes away 
at the very top of Oahu, 
visit the enormous 850-aore 
Turtle Bay Resort. The 
newly renovated ooastal get- 
away has horsebaok riding, 
sea kayaking, hiking trails, 
golf oourses, and a surf 
sohool — some of whioh are 
available to day-trippers — 
but maybe save those for 
your next visit. Instead, hop 
onto a helioopter tour 
($179 per person for 20 
minutes) for an overview 
of this wild and rugged 
region (turtlebay resort. oom). 

4:30 P.M. 

Turn baok toward Honolulu, 
but before you switoh on 
the oruise oontrol, pull off at 
Sunset Beach Park for a 
quiok look at surfers braving 
10- and even 15-foot-high 
waves at famous breaks like 
the Banzai Pipeline (along 
Kamehameha Hwy.). 

5:30 P.M. 

Your final North Shore 
stop, at the family-owned 
Matsumoto Shave Ice, 
is also the most quintessen- 
tial. Don’t let long lines deter 
you from grabbing a stioky- 
sweet bowl of lyohee- 
or piokled mango-flavored 
frozen goodness (66- 
087 Kamehameha Hwy.). 
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The Beach Decoder 

With more than 125 beaches to choose from, these shores offer an 
abundance of options. We did the math on three favorites. 
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MAP AND ILLUSTRATIONS BY MARK NERYS 


Right: Mid-mod perfection 
at Honolulu’s Liljestrand House. 

Buy Hawaiian Style 

Where to shop for that effortlessly chic 
beach aesthetic the locals do so well. 

ALOHA BEACH CLUB, Kailua 

Skip the cheesy hibiscus-print shirts and come here 
for your souvenir: The brand’s smart T-shirts, tank 
tops, and board shorts are pieces you’ll actually want 
to wear when you get back to the mainland. The 
shop also shares space with The Local, which serves 
the best shave ice in the area (alohabeachclub.com). 

OLIVE BOUTIOUE AND OLIVER MEN’S SHOP, Kailua 

Husband-and-wife team Parker Moosman and 
Ali McMahon own and operate these boutiques— 
one for women, one for men— on the same block. 
Finds like splendid cotton dresses and M.Nii board 
shorts are island-life-ready; the custom “Kailua 
Market Bag” from L.A.-based eco-brand Apolis is 
made for the beach but can also carry your haul back 
to the hotel (iheartolive.com; oliverhawaii.com). 

OWENS & CO., Honolulu 

It’s the mini Colette or 10 Corso Como of Honolulu, 
with jewelry, cross-body bags, soaps, and fragrances, 
all made by hand locally (owensandcompany.com). 



PRETEND YOU 
LIVE HERE 


What to do on a rainy day . . . 

These homes turned museums— all less 
than 20 minutes from Honolulu's main strip- 
are case studies in island design. 

‘lOLANI PALACE, 3.2 miles from Waikiki 


Olive Boutique in Kailua. 



For more space and 
privacy than ycu’ll find 
at a big rescrt, ccnsider 
renting a house. Sites 
like HomeAway offer 
many options, but a 
specialist such as Anne 
Pawsat- Dressier of 
Hawaii Hideaways 
(hawaiihideaways.com) 
has access to homes 
you won’t find anywhere 
else — and she can 
arrange snorkeling trips, 
surf lessons, and 
helicopter tours, too. 
Her Oahu portfolio 
includes properties 
for couples (an 
oceanview condo for 
$425 a night), families 
(a waterfront three- 
bedroom for $1,000 
a night), and multi- 
generational groups 
(a beachside five- 
bedroom that sleeps 12 
for $3,000 a night). 


A National Historic Landmark, this gorgeous royal 
estate blends Italianate and Polynesian styles, a 
singular mashup referred to as American Florentine 
(the palace is the only example of the form anywhere 
in the world). Guided tours of the interior offer 
a window on Hawaii’s nineteenth- century monar- 
chy, which was overthrown by the United States 
in 1893 (iolanipalace.org). 

THE LILJESTRAND HOUSE, 4.7 miles from Waikiki 

Designed by architect Vladimir Ossipoff, this 1952 
residence looks largely the same today as it did 
when it was completed, down to the arrangement 
of furnishings throughout the home and the artwork 
on the walls. Good thing, too: Ossipoff— who once 
controversially declared a “war on ugliness,” which 
he saw as prevalent in Honolulu— had exquisite 
taste (theliljestrandhouse.com). 

SHANGRI LA, 3.8 miles from Waikiki 

Tobacco heiress Doris Duke’s fantastical mansion 
near Diamond Head holds one of the finest collec- 
tions of Islamic art in the United States. After a hon- 
eymoon through the Middle East, Duke gathered 
more than 2,500 pieces, many of which are on 
display in her opulent mid-century modern home, 
built in 1936 and overlooking the Pacific Ocean 
(shangrilahawaii.org). - johnwogan 
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Word of Mouth 
Out in the World 


ALMANAC 

The Culture 
Short List 

A veiy brief guide to 
whafs happening around 
the world this month. 

AMSTERDAM 

Nov. 13-15: Choreographers Sol 
Leon and Paul Lightfoot of Nederlands 
Dans Theater join another impressive 
duo, Gabriela Carrizo and Franck 
Chartier, in the transformative and 
fantastical new pregram Start Again. 

DALLAS 

Nov. 20-March 20: The Dallas Museum 
of Art’s “Jackson Pollock: Blind Spots” 

dives into the artist’s lesser-known 
black paintings, many of which haven’t 
been shown in half a century. 

LOS ANGELES 

Nov. 1-March 6: The Instagram- 
bait Rain Room opens at the 
Los Angeles County Museum of Art. 
Arrive early: Wait times for MoMA’s 
2013 installation topped eight hours. 

NEW YORK 

Nov. 1-22: Catch Robin Rhode’s 
take on Schoenberg’s atonal opera 
Erwartung and Wyatt Kahn’s 
Jaunty puppet show at Performa 15. 
Opening Nov. 19: Al Pacino is 
back on Broadway in David Mamet’s 
latest, China Doii. 

PARIS 

Nov. 12: The Musee Rodin reopens 
on the artist’s 175th birthday 
after a complete restoration of the 
eighteenth-century estate. 

SINGAPORE 

Nov. 24: The National Gallery 

Singapore’s inaugural exhibition on 
modern art will be the largest in 
Southeast Asia (half of the works are 
on loan from Paris’s Centre Pompidou). 


Below: A Latiff Mohidin at 
the National Gallery Singapore. 




EATING OUT 

The Return of the 
Sexy Dining Room 

Downtown L.A.'s Redbird puts elegant design back on the menu. 


After suffering massive damage 
in the 1994 Northridge earth- 
quake, the Italianate Cathedral 
of St. Vibiana, once the seat of 
Los Angeles’s Catholic Archdio- 
cese, is now home to one of 
the city’s best new restaurants. 
Redbird, which chef Neal Fraser 
and his wife, Amy Knoll Fraser, 
opened last December in the 
former rectory, centers around 
a stunning courtyard dining 
room dressed in custom-built, 
elegantly modern furnishings. 
The decidedly grown-up 
aesthetic reminds us that a pol- 
ished atmosphere is every bit 
as important as the quality of a 
restaurant’s food: The interior 
purposely avoids the sort of 
rugged industrial chic that’s come 
to define every farm-to-table 
place not just west of Brooklyn 
but around the world. And 
the menu is equally impressive, 
blending deceptively simple 
renditions of American staples 


(chicken pot pie, dry-aged 
rib eye) with clever takes on L.A.’s 
global food mix (roasted bone 
marrow with black garlic 
aioli and spicy kimchi). “Amy 
and I were trying to design a 
space that’s more reflective of 
our age and demographic,” 

Neal says. “You want to be able 
to have a conversation with 
the person across the table.” 
-LAURENCE LOWE 


SIX MORE BLISSFULLY 
GROWN-UP RESTAURANTS 
The Continental, Hong Kong 
(theoontinentalhongkong.oom) 

Gabriel Kreuther, New York 
(gknyo.oom) 

Mourad, San Franoisoo 
(mouradsf.oom) 

Spoon and Stable, Minneapolis 
(spoonandstable.oom) 

Spring, London 
(springrestaurant.oo.uk) 
Vaucluse, New York 
(vauolusenyo.oom) 


THE QUESTION 

"WHAT’S 
THE BEST 
MEAL 
YOU’VE 
HAD ON A 
PLANE?" 

Three chefs— all 
with cookbooks 
out thisfall—give 
their answers. 


“A superb roast ohioken 
on Kuwait Airways. 

It was dark meat, whioh 
you rarely see on 
planes, with lovely orisp 
brown onions all over 
it. On a flight, nothing 
oould be better.” 
-Madhur Jaffrey, 
Vegetarian India (Knopf) 

“A traditional kaiseki 
meal on ANA, from Hong 
Kong to Tokyo: healthy, 
fresh, oold, with a little 
sashimi, a seaweed 
salad — exaotly what 
you need on a plane.” 
-Enrique Olvera, 
Mexico from the Inside 
Out (Phaidon) 

“I was sitting a row 
behind business olass 
on US Airways and 
somehow oonvinoed 
the flight attendant 
to sneak me the warm 
oookies they feed 
the folks up front. Eaoh 
time she passed, I’d 
flag her down — every 
half hour for seven 
hours straight.” 

-Michael Solomonov, 
Zahav.A World 
of Israeli Cooking 
(Houghton 
Mifflin Haroourt) 
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NOHWEOIAN CRUISE LINE 

YOUR EXCLUSIVE 
ENCLAVE AWAITS 

Indulge in the luxury of complete 
freedom in The Haven by Norwegian'," 
an exclusive enclave at the top of 
the ship. Book a suite or villa and enjoy 
the services of a 24 -hour personal 
butler and eoneierge dedicated to craft- 
ing your experience to your personal 
taste. True luxury is yours when you 
cruise with Norwegian. 



Call ycur Iravet profassiortal or 88S'NCt.'CRUI&E. or visit ncl.com 



MAUI 

#LETHAWAIIHAPPEN 

RomaDce is a^lways in the air on the Valley Isle. 
And why shouldn't It be? This is the best of both 
worlds, offering a unique blend of sophislicalion 
with a relsufed, small town feel From friendly 
people to special places, there’s plenty to discover 
between stops on Maui. 

Visit Maui, com 


THE rLORIDA KEYS 

COME AS YOU ARE 

From diving in Key Largo and fehing in 
Ulamurada to family fun in Marathon- tran- 
quil Big Pine Key, and quirky Key West, there’s 
more than one reason to point yourself toward 
The Florida Keys & Key West. This lOO-mile- 
long tfopital archipelago offers spectacular 
sunsets, gin-clear w^aters^ a laid-back attitude, 
and some of the w^orld's freshest seafood. 



Call 1 . 800 . FLA, KEYS or visit fla-keys.com 



IAS VEdAS 

TRAVEL LIKE AN INSIDER 


with Chase Sapphire Preferred' 

Enjoy access to Spec! ally corated trips 
around the United States. 

1 n spired by the way CondeNast rrct'eJ'cr editors 
travel, Chase Sapphire Fraferred* brings you 
a series of three exclusive American journeys, 

1 ake advantage of this month’s trip to Las Vegas. 
Visit cditorslttnerary.cntravcler^comtu plan 
your insider escape, 

Chase Sapphire Pre/erred* customers eidoy 
ueolleetion of exceptional benefits, including; 

• 2X Points on Travel and Dining ai Rcj^taurants 

• 24/7 D irect Access to a C iistomer 
Service Specialist 

• Exclusive Sapph ire'“ Events and Exper iences 



Leam more at chasc^coni/sapphire 

Chase cmditca^ds^ro issued bvChaae Bank USA. N A , 
Hibject to credit flppfoviil Re$tft 0 !ions ajvd limitaiiens i^puty 
><52015 JPMortjan Chaseft Co 




VISIT CNTroir,doM for more 
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A D V E RT I S E M H N T 


LET HAWAI'I HAPPEN 

The Island of M j w i 


Stumble onto unexpected 5pots. Meet uncommon people. Experience unpredictable moments. 
There's more to your Hawaii vacation than you ever imagined. 

Maui is the: ideal escape for travelers seeking leisurely adventures and captivating experiences. 
The second largest of the Hawaiiaii Islands^ it's hame to more than 30 miles of pristine beaches^ 
most of them perfect for sv^'iniming and pad dir boarding. You can also slip into sandals and 
peruse the resorts that line Wailca Beach for delectable restaurants and stylish boutiques. 
Sophisticated casual defines the Maul lifestyle, and an effortless silk caftan or kimono-style 
tunic from Maggie C4>u lorn he's signature collection unites b4>th comfort and grace. The 
celebrity designer left the mainland's red carpet for Maui's white sands 20 years ago, and she 
couldn't be more grateful for it. 


“Maui has inspired world-renowned chefs and artists in every medium,'’ says the Toronto-raised 
Cotilomhc. "‘There's something organic about the colors, the textures, and the culture that feels 
so vibrant and alive, There's never a dull moment.'' 

Coulombe has made a name for herself in the fashion world by creating luxurious pieces 
that wear as beaytifully on the beach as they do at dinner, “The island s laid-back yet elevated 
lifestyle has really helped simplify my line," she says. “Til go from Haleakala to a hidden 
Hana waterfall and then over to Morimoto for an exquisite meal, all wearing the same dress, 
lr*s so Maui!" 

When C'oulombe isn’t designing in her Lahaina studio or at her boutique in Whalers Village, 
she's soaking up the lush bounty Hawaii has to offer, “The raw, natural landscape of the island 
gives me inspiration every day — but my favorite place is Olovt'alu. There's one spot where the 
ocean and mountains actually glow with warmth at sunset.'^ 

While Coulombe's work demands jet-sener status, she has no reservations when it's time to 
leave the concrete and skyscrapers behind. “IVe been to resorts all over the globe and coming 
back TO Maui is always special. We have the most beautiful beaches, mountains, and all the 
luxuries you could ever desire," she says, “I never thought T would live in Hawaii. I came on 
vacation and never wxmt hack. Now, I feel at home,’* 
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Word of Mouth 
Travel Journal 



Home Away 

When acclaimed New York chef Phet Schwader 
decided to take his mother to Laos, he thought 
they’d eat their way through the country they once 
called home. What he didn’t expect? A chance 
discovery that would change their lives forever. 


Schwader’s extended 
family prepares a 
ceremonial meal at 
their temple, Wat Pha 
Thangone.just 
outside Vientiane. 


souLAYPHET (“PHET”) Schwadcr is peering 
into a vat of what he calls “The Funk,” a dis- 
tressing brown sludge composed of several 
types of seafood in varying stages of rot. For 
Laotians, this pungent sauce, known sispadek— 
added to everything from curries to dips— is 
as comforting, even enticing, as a Westerner 
might find the smell of chicken stock bubbling 
away on a stove. 

But at Khe-Yo, Schwader’s excellent Lao- 
inspired restaurant in Manhattan’s TriBeCa 
neighborhood, the stuff causes a mass kitchen 
exodus. “Even my sous chef is like, ‘Dude, I can’t 
be here right now,’ ” says Schwader. “But I get it! 
Hey, to me, Gorgonzola smells like dirty feet.” 

Before he began testing his staff s collec- 
tive olfactory tolerance, Schwader was on 
a fairly typical career path for a chef: culi- 
nary school; long stints of kitchen drudgery, 
cutting carrots and onions into countless per- 
fect cubes; and ultimately working as a sous 
under heavyweights like Patricia Yeo and 
Laurent Tourondel. 

Then came the moment of reckoning that 
befalls so many cooks working at breakneck 
pace. “You have no holidays, no family,” says 
Schwader. “You give up so much to make 
steaks and Caesar salads.” When his friend 
Marc Forgione— chef/proprietor of the epon- 
ymous restaurant, also in TriBeCa— suggested 
they open a place together, Schwader took a 
hard left turn, betting his life savings on an ob- 
scure cuisine that, for all its bracing, intricate 
flavors, barely registers on most Americans’ 
list of culinary cravings. 

The food of Laos— marked by loads of herbs, 
pounded relishes, chilies, and fermented fish— 
is not for the timid, though by Schwader’s 
own admission, Khe-Yo is not an exclusively 
Lao restaurant. Many dishes stray far enough 
from their original inspiration that he is reluc- 
tant to assert their authenticity. The first time 
his mother, Soubanh, visited Khe-Yo, he was 
nervous about feeding the woman who taught 
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him everything he knew about Lao food. “I 
served her my take on /aap”— a bright, fiery 
salad of minced fish— “but plated it in a way 
I thought would look good,” he recalls. “And 
she goes, ‘Whaf s this?’ and I was like, ‘It’s /aap,’ 
and she says, ‘No, it’s not.’” Then she took a 
bite and understood. 

Schwader learned to cook not in Vientiane 
or Luang Prabang but while growing up in 
Wichita, Kansas, home to a sizable Lao di- 
aspora. “Somehow I had both a typical Mid- 
western upbringing and a typical Lao one,” 
says the chef He fished, hunted, and camped 
like a proper Kansas native, but aside from the 
occasional trip to Pizza Hut, his staples were 
charred chilies, sour sausage, and The Funk. 
“It’s weird,” Schwader admits. “I had eaten 
Lao food all my life— but never in the place it 
comes from.” Never, that is, until 2011, when he 
made his first trip back to Laos in 34 years and 
ate some of the best food of his life. 

The lessons gleaned from that trip 
informed the menu at Khe-Yo, which 
he opened two years later. 

Ayear after that, Schwader wanted 
to return to Laos, this time with his 
mother. They hadn’t been there to- 
gether since Schwader was three, 
when he, his sister, his brother, and 
his parents fled their village to escape 
the insurgency that followed the 
CIA’s Secret War. In 1977, the fam- 
ily crossed the Mekong River into 
northeastern Thailand and settled 
in a refugee camp in the city of Nong 
Khai. It was here that his father died— 
suddenly and without clear cause. In 
Lao tradition, the dead are cremated 
but not completely; his father’s ashes and 
bones were transferred to a miniature tiered 
tower that served as a tombstone and was 
placed outside a local temple. “From there we 
went to Bangkok, then to Kansas, and we lost 
track of his grave,” says Schwader. 

As mother and son traveled through Laos, 
they avoided talk of tragedy in favor of food. 
They spent nine days eating their way from Lu- 
ang Prabang, the mist-shrouded former capi- 
tal, to the sleepy modern capital of Vientiane. 



Mother and son 
couldn’t get over the 
serendipity. “We 
kept iooking at each 
other,” says Schwader, 
iike, ‘Did that 
reaiiy happen?’ ” 


Above, from left: 

A banh mi stand on 
rue Samsenthai in 
Vientiane; Schwader 
at Mok’s Shop, a 
Vientiane noodle bar. 


They slurped fish curry at a place 
where the entire kitchen consisted of 
a single pot over a fire. They ate rice 
porridge for breakfast, prepared by a 
vendor who has made nothing else for 
decades. They hunched on too-small 
plastic chairs at an open-air restaurant 
where a 12 -year-old did most of the 
cooking, dishing out fermented pork 
belly and papaya salad. Then, as they 
had done almost 40 years earlier, the 
two crossed the Mekong into Nong 
Khai. “When my mom saw it on the 
itinerary, she was like, ‘Why do you 
want to go there?”’ 

It was a valid question. Today, Nong 
Khai is little more than a stopover for 
backpackers crossing from Thailand 
into Laos. Yet when he’d gone back, in 2011, Schwader had paid a brief 
visit to Nong Khai, where he stayed in a small, randomly chosen hotel 
and had a chance conversation with the owner, who mentioned that 
there had once been a refugee camp just 500 yards away. Schwader 
flew home without further exploration but couldn’t shake the idea 
that this was the same camp where his family had lived— and that, just 
maybe, his father was buried nearby. “I’m not a spiritual person, but I 
felt his presence at that hotel,” he says. 

Returning to Nong Khai, this time with his mother, Schwader saw 
his chance to get answers. Soubanh peppered the driver with the kinds 
of questions that her son— who speaks better kitchen Spanish than 
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VH&ong Bm Gvwan, 
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T he name shilla harkens back to a unified Korean 
dynasty^ one that still evokes pride and honor Today, the name 
conjures that heritage for a commitment to excellence. As reno’wmed 
designer Peter Remedios said about his recent renovation of The Shilla 
SeouL “"The name connotes absolute dedication to perfection. If it isn t the 
best, then it isn’t good enough " Wliether you check in for business ora lovely 
respite, the one thing yoo’ll find is prdished and personalized luxuiy. 
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> Tile triuoil for your 
stay at rhc Shilla Seoul 
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fi ve-star holers 
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exquisite diamond pine 
trees and resplendent 
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teasing a glimpse of 
whai lies beyond on the 
property's 23'acre estate. 

It becomes even 
more histruiis iis you 
enter the lubby passing 
under thousands of cas- 
cading crS'Stals raining 
fn>m the ceiling, and 
are w-armly greeted with 


the distinguished deco- 
rum and impeccable 
service the establish* 
ment is krtown for. 

Take in views of 
Mount Namsan from 
your spacious accorei- 
modal ions or from the 
upgraded first-elass 
Executive Lounge. With 
Shilla being a Samsung 
alfiliate conipaiiy. iTs 
no wonder each room is 
outfitted with ibe best 
of tech, with bedside 
ports galore and 55-65 
inch flat-screen smart 
IVs replete with touch- 
screen remotes. 
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Tilt six rtittauranu within 
the propem^ are destmations 
in themselves, including 
the award-\\i[ining La Yeun, 
famtti for deHvering haute 
feorean cuisine while honoring 
ancestral culinar>' traditions 
with locally sourced seasonal 
ingredients, 

llie finest bespoke service 
can be found in the arcade 
shops, while a massive dut^'^ 
free emporium also resides on 
the hotel's grounds. 

To unwind, perch in one of 
the plcntifii) poolside cabanas 
available at Urban Island, 
or relax your mind with, face 
and body ireEil menus at Ibe 
acclaimed Guerlain Spa. Then 
onJer from the pillow menu to 
sek'ct where you lay your head 
and of another day in 

this oasis in the heart of the 
city's bustle. 
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> Ftom its stunning 
grounds to its locution 
on the multicolored 
sands of Jungmuii 
Beach p there's a reason 
TheShlllaJeju IS the 
most sought-after 
resort destination in 
South Korea, 

Sit on your private 
balcony and uike in 
the panoramic ocean 
views before heading 
dowTi for a swim in 
the adjoining indoor 
and outdoor pools. 
Activities for children 


aboil ndp including a 
supervised kids" club, 
a jumbo FJayStatton' 
zone, and a Kids' Cabin. 

If you're craving 
culture, take a lour of 
the on-site gallery and 
masterpiecesp including 
SalN’ador Dali’s Space 
Venus, before heading 
to the spacious spu or 
Finnish sauna to con- 
template those artistic 
interpretations in a 
relaxed setting. 

Bor a night under 
the starsp hang in your 


personal hammock 
in the Glumping 
Village, or enjoy 
the sunset at an 
exclusive wine party. 
Move on to dinner 
at The Parkview to 
watch freshly caught 
seafood prepared 
in an open-kitchen 
restaurant. Cap It off 
with a stroll amid 
the azaleas in the 
Soombi Garden and 
become enchanted 
with Jeju's spellbind- 
ing charm. 
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Clockwise from top 
left: Schwader’s mother 
making papaya salad for 
the family’s oelebration 
of their return to the 
village; Sohwader’s 
relatives gather at Wat 


Pha Thangone for 
aoeremonial meal; 
the view along 
Vientiane’s avenue 
Kaysone Phomvihane, 
looking toward the 
Patuxai monument. 



Lao— wasn’t able to ask on his previous trip. 
“I’m nudging her the whole time,” he recalls. 
“Mom, ask him about the refugee camp! Mom, 
ask him about the tempkr In fact, the driver said 
that he did know of a Buddhist temple, called 
Wat Don Sawan, near the site of an old camp. 

The following day, mother and son walked 
to the temple, where they met a monk and 
asked about Schwader’s father. “I don’t know 
that name,” he replied, “but you’re welcome 
to look through the cemetery.” At first, all 
they saw were rows of discouragingly pristine 
tombstones, most of them clearly newer. But 
just before giving up, they came upon a clus- 
ter of older stones, decrepit and obscured by 
foliage, their Lao inscriptions nearly faded 
away. Except for one, Schwader noticed, with 
a barely legible engraving: thongsavanh 
viLAYTHONG. His father’s name. 

At dawn the next morning, Schwader, with 
his shaggy mane and cargo shorts, and a monk 
with close-cropped hair and a long orange 
robe paired up to lift the top off the stone tower, 
revealing a hollow where the jar of bones and 
ashes was kept. Five monks had formed a line 
beside the grave and began chanting in uni- 
son. Per Lao tradition, Schwader cleaned his 
father’s bones and placed them in a bucket, 
along with flowers, candles, and incense. 
Soon, he and his mother were in a boat on the 
Mekong, gathering handfuls of the bowl’s con- 
tents and scattering them on the river. 

On the long plane ride home, mother and 
son couldn’t get over the serendipity. “We kept 
looking at each other, like, ‘Did that really 
happen?’ If I hadn’t stayed at that hotel four 
years ago, or hadn’t come back with my mom, 
or even if we’d waited one more year, his name 
might have been gone.” 

The subject eventually returned to food, 
as most of their conversations do, and both 
of them hungrily reminisced about all of the 
dishes they had eaten together— fish curry, 
rice porridge, bamboo shoot soup, beef jerky, 
and naem khao, fried balls of coconut rice 
mixed with curiy and fish sauce. His mother 
recalled the laap they’d eaten in Vientiane. “It 
was good,” she told her son. “But I like yours 
better.” -jj go ode 
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ART 

Beirut 

Doubles 

Down 


For all the energy of its young, creative 
scene, Beirut has curiously lacked a 
major contemporary art museum. 

Until this fall, when the city unveiled two— 
and they couldn’t be more different. 
After a seven-year renovation, the 
Sursock Museum, which debuted in 
the 1960s in a 1912 mansion, has just 
reopened; the collection showcases 
Middle Eastern artists like Chafic 
Abboud, Adel Saghir, and Michel 
Basbous, but keep an eye out for Place 
des Canons, by David Hockney, who 
created it while visiting Beirut in ’66. 

If the Sursock is stately and understated. 



Tony Salame 
outside his 
massive Aishti 
Foundation. 


the ATshti Foundation is immense and 
audacious. Funded entirely by Tony 
Salame, the art collector and founder 
of Lebanon’s luxury Aishti department 
store, the foundation houses more 
than 2,000 pieces from his personal 
collection: The opening exhibit, 

“New Skin”— curated by Massimiliano 
Gioni, artistic director of New York’s 
New Museum— features works by some 


of the greats, including Gerhard 
Richter, Franz West, and Richard 
Prince. And be sure to wander outside 
the David Adj aye-designed structure: 
Gioni’s wife, Gecilia Alemani, chief 
curator of N.Y.C.’s High Line Art, 
selected sculptures for the gardens by 
conceptual artists Sterling Ruby, 
Jeppe Hein, Giuseppe Penone, and 
Thomas Houseago.-RIMA SUQI 


DRINKING 

The Global Bar Crawl 

Leo Rohitschek has earned a name for himself overseeing the bars at New York's Eleven Madison Park and the 
NoMad Hotel (His new cocktail guide, hidden inside The NoMad Cookbook, is out now.) Here, the Venezuela native 
shares his go-to haunts infive cities, and the bottle to bring home from each, as told to darrell h artman 
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Athens 


Lima 


London 


Mexico City 


Rome 


THE BAR 


THE DRINK 


THE BOTTLE 
TO BRING BACK 


“The beautiful down- 
town bar The Clumsies 
uses moleoular 
teohniques — never in 
a showy way — to bring 
out inoredible flavors.” 


“The Magnetism is an 

exoellent mix of Zaoapa 
23 rum, nutty oarob 
water, Musoat liqueur, and 
ooriander-flavored oil.” 



“Retsina, the traditional 
resin wine, is an aoquired 
taste that’s worth 
getting used to: Seek 
out the Kechribari label 
from Thessaloniki’s 
Keohris winery.” 


“La Emolienteria Bar 

is a great plaoe for 
pisoo sours, live musio, i 
and even shopping — ■ 

they sell olothes by j 

Lima-based designers.” i 


“Try any of their pisoo- 
spiked emoUentes 
[traditional grain-based 
elixirs], made here 
with quinoa.” 



“Nusta Pisco is 

a looal brand that’s 
ideal for a pisoo 
punoh — or better 
yet, sub it for 
gin to make a ‘white’ 
Negroni.” 


“Artesian, at The 

Langham hotel, is dead 
serious about fun: 

I onoe got a drink in 
a flaming skull that was 
wearing a sombrero.” 


“No joke, the banana 
daiquiri! It has amazing 
green-banana flavor, 
plus a garnish of oaviar 
on a plantain ohip.” 



“Sipsmith’s 

V.J.O.P. — a Juniper- 
forward, high-proof 
gin made right here in 
West London — is 
fun to play with 
in stirred oooktails.” 


“Licoren'a Limantour, 

a two-story Joint 
in Roma Norte, has 
superbly orafted 
oooktails and afantas- 
tio mezca/ seleotion.” 


“I love the Ei Viejo Sour, 

which builds off mezcal, 
amaro sour, and Grand 
Old Parr, a scotch popu- 
lar in Latin America.” 



“Ei Viejo Indecente 

mezcal has vegetal 
terroir, a medium- 
smoky profile, and a 
hint of salinity — 
perfect for a Oaxacan 
old fashioned.” 


“The Jerry Thomas 
Project, an intimate, 
wood-lined speakeasy 
near Chiesa Nuova, has 
lots of cool little bottles 
and Jars on display.” 


“Somehow I always get 
the perfectly made 
Sazerac, because it’s 
such an unexpected 
thing to find in Rome.” 



“Santa Chiara’s 
five-year-aged nocino 
(a green walnut- 
based liqueur) makes 
a very cool, 
autumnal addition 
to a Manhattan.” 


o 


For more, including guides -to five additional cities, visit cntraveler.com/globalbarcrawl. 
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ONE&ONLY OCEAN CLUB 

RAISING 
THE BAR 
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O NK&QNI.Y RESORTS ARE RENOWNED EOR 
their unsurpassed luxurj^ and impeccable 
senice, One&Only Ocean Club in The 
Bahamas is no exception— and now it’s e%^en more 
e\1;raordinan^than before. Beautifiilly renovated 
guest rooms, a stunning beachfront pord debut, 
and the new bar and grill await. 


Graced by sugar- 
white sands and 
cerulean waters, 
Onc&Only Ocean 
Club exemplifies 
tropical colunial 
degtincc. Once a 
private estatCt the 
resort has perfect- 
ed the sophisticated 
ambience of a grand 
manor And it has 
recently elevated i ts 
own perfection. 

The Hartford 
Wing has undergone 
a gracious makeover, 
with modern fur- 
nishings that reflect 
the palette of the 
islands. ’The rooms 
and suites arc even 
more spacious. I'hc 
new infinity-edge 
pool overlooks the 
pristine shoreline 
and offers breath- 
taking views of the 
horizon. Take a 


refreshing dip and 
then wander into 
the new bar and 
grill for a delec- 
table light lunch. 
Stroll through the 
verdant Versailles 
Gardens and 12th- 
century clois- 
ters, then visit the 
award-winning spa 
fora massage in 
your private Bali- 
nese-inspired villa. 

Later, indulge 
again— this linic, at 
one of the lauded 
rests uraiits. Enjoy 
an Intimate French- 
Asian meal perched 
high above the sand 
at the famed Dune 
by Jean- Georges 
Vongerlchtcn, or 
gather the family 
fora traditional 
Bahamian barbe- 
cuc. With residen- 
tial -style villas 



complete with 
their awn pools, 
One&Only Ocean 
Club is also an ide- 
al group escape. 

Whether you dc- 
sirc a discerning 
getaway for two 
or want to begin a 
tradition for gen* 
erationsio eomc^ 
One&Only Ocean 
Club exceeds your 
expectations. 


om:&oma 

OCEAN C It It IS 
EVEN MORE 
EXTKAOROINAHV 
THAN [lEEOIti: 



FOR MORE tKFORMATION, VISIT ONEANDONLTRESORTS.COM 
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NEWS, UPDATES, AND EVENTS FROM THE PuatlSHES OE CONDE HAST TflAV£L£A 



JLLJnOJKf} 

CNT celetjrates its 
September Style & Design 
issue in New York City 


Editor-In-Chief 

Priar Guzman hosted an intimate 
dinner in the Hamptons 


imc 

RUTN^FOnO 


Hmit 

BLACK 


COMmXiST 

/7Mi7i7,/;/rs 

cam:m)ak 

iii(;iiM(>ins 


AtHiMA 

CAL&EFrOME. 
EYE SWOON 


AaOVE- TNf ev«nngs 
jazz band, 

Tine flailsman 
LEFTj aD^la Sanchez 
de eetasf. CNT g 
nefw conTnouroi' 


ABOVE; CNTg 
newConiribuiing 
Editor. Carlos 
Souza of 
Vaienfino poses 
amdst cu* 5 Tom 
s'twof k conv 
‘risaioried m 

by New York - 

Ddsed 

ortisl, NeHoent. 


RIOHT: 

The farm 
table aglow 
with local 
flowers. 


2 /sEm^\fni-Ks^ 

To kick otr New York 
Fiu^hioii Wwk, CNT feted 
itg new fornifll and ni’w 
cxmtributoTH on Grand 
itio historic sdhcHjncT'turood- 
oy^tLT Iw on the Httekon 
River* Un d^ck, guesits 
got cory with Sorena & Ul.v 
rugs and ptHowSp 


^/Jra^sT 2 s 

Friends ufCNT 
gHthor^ fur a final 
toast to summer 
at the stunning tnn 
at Windmill l^e hotel 
in NY. 


ABOVE; Cgests 
enjoved a rustic family 
stvte m«ai, wtrti w 
provided by Sternman 
and Rotarj Vineyartia 


L£FTi t refib 
oystei^a 
Hampdtna 
SLimmatstaple. 


ALtgA 

VOLKMAN 


OFOseiANA 

MAONOLFI. 

aRUNEiLP 

CUC^MELLI 


ABOVE: T ne sun setB on the water 
rnaking a perfect evening 
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Getawav Plan 





THANKSGIVING TRAVEL SPECIAL 


(Not) Home for 
. the Holidays 



Enough with the 
“obli-cation.” How 
about a proper, 
legitimate vacation? 



Listen, as far as we know, there’s no rule that says 
Thanksgiving has to revolve around undercooked turkey, 
half-baked conversation, or overcrowded flights to 
places you didn’t want to visit in the first place. 

(We meet again, in-laws’ guest room!) That’s why this 
year we’re giving you a pass. Take the long weekend, 
or hell, take the whole week— if s only three days 
out of school for the kids— and flee the holiday grind. 

’ " Embrace an American tradition (other than your 
^:^own), or go somewhere off-script and unexpected. 

, N ow give thanks and get out of town. 





The bakehouse 
restaurant at 
Napa Valley’s 
Calistoga Ranch. 
(Wouldn’t you 
rather be here for 
Thanksgiving?) 
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NIA114" 

TECHNO Laoy 
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Only the #1 neck cream* would challenge 
itself to deliver even more dramatic, clinically 
proven results— and succeed. Powered by 
NIA-114 and Gravitite-CF Lifting Complex ', 
StriVectin TL Advanced" Tightening Neck 
Cream improves skin elasticity fora beautifully 
contoured and youthful looking profile. 

96% felt tighter skin' 

96% saw improved firmness" 

89% saw significant lift" 


n. ADVANCED-^ 
tuchtening heck coeah 'C 


I 


•Sara; Tfti NR] tap.Jnc-/ 
•fiasfld Oft constjwr OT 


U.S. fletal Mar S*5 
12 weeifio^iiss 


srmmcTiH.coM 

800 063 7776 ULTA IMPULSE SEAlXTy AT MAST S NO 
BLOOMINGDALE'S DlilARDS LQRD&TAVLPP QV€.C6ti 




YOU’RE ONLY 
AS YOUNG AS 
YOUR NECK. 



X(}i !:m fSKii 2 0 1.1 
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ARRIVAL! BERLIN 

Simply 

Schnitzel 

liiNpilvd h> llu' \\ii\ niiik'iuiiiil.H iruwl anti cnjiIcmt Ihr 
L A pivsciiLs d of 

<k^tiii£itiotis. \Ve\i* \^^th 

Sani-Miit^ 1 ionic Vppliancc to Lii'tn^ lht*;st^ Li^ivcl'i lionuv 


lU'iiin has hcconic as famous for its food as 
iLs but*!' ,^ardi’ns. I Vom i>ianl pri't/elsand crispy 
schnil/cl lo iconic cuitxax urst and spactzic, the 
(ierman capital is a ha\cn Ibr somcofthc best 
food in the world. And after you’ve loured 
the best of IJerlins caiVl-miss restauranls and 
libationary beer halls, you'll of course nanl lo 
recreale each culinary experience at home. 



RECREATE 
THE FLAVOR 


With the Sajnifttftc 
Hanfrc With 

Dmi Doiyrj UOH can coofr 
hf'u iJimen tjf 
difftrrent fetnperaturta 
at th€ time—fia 
imi reermtf itH 
thv ama^ini^ flazws from 
tmieiit wUh eaite. 



ONE OF THE BEST DISHES TO TRY IS A HEALTHY 

twkL Dti Berlin's dassb pork sckniLzel, which is 
tradlOonally serv'ed with spaetzle (German egg 
noodles) and gravy or pommes (fries). As an alter- 
native lo pan frying; vve ret'orninend ov'en-fiying. 
using convection lofry the pc^rk at super-high heat. 
This way, yoWW gel the same lender and crispy 
texture without the mess or fal of frying. 

And with Samsung's Electric Flex Duo^ Range 
wilh Dual Hoorr you can cook the schnitssel 
and your favorile German side dish in the same 
oven at the same lime. The ingenious Smart 
Dmder and Dual 'IVue Convection sj-stem lets 
you cook the schnitzel to perfection at 450° in 
the top section, and your po mines at 350° in the 
tower section ™and vrithout any aroma or flavor 
transfer If s like having two ovens in one. 

Tlie unique middle-hinged door lets you 
open just the top section lo check your schnitzel 
or the full oven* for total flexibility and energy 
efhciency^H If your schnitzel and pommes are done* 
you can keep them ready to serve at the perfect 
temperature in the warming drawer while you 
hnish simmering your spaeizle on the flexible elec- 
tric cooktop. And when your guests are gone and 
ifs time to clean up. the Steam Dean setting will 
make your oven spick-and-span in 'iO minutes— 
leaving you more time to plan your next German 
culinary adventure. 


WWW.SAMSUNG.GOM/HOMEAPPLlANCES 


WWW.GNTRAVELER.COM/NEXT LIST 
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The Next Big Thing Is Here'“ 

SAMSUNG 


Divide and conquer.n4';^^l 

7 ' " ;*V.^V 


Introducing the Samsung Dual Door'*' Range. 

When one door can be two doors, one oven can be two ovens. 
Cook everything from roast chicken to lemon meringue on your 
time and your terms, samsung.com/dualdoor 


r)f)€) 





Word of Mouth 
Getaway Plan 



The Classic Holiday 


Calistoga 

Ranch 

CALISTOGA, CALIFORNIA 

For better food — and 
way better wine — than 
your aunt will have. 


Our favorite Napa 
Valley hideaway, the 
family-friendly sister 
resort to nearby 
Auberge du Soleil 
gathers 50 lodge-like 
guest rooms in a oluster 
of oedar-shingled 
bungalows. Eaoh has 


warming outdoor 
hearths and near-floor- 
to-oeiling windows 
that overlook 157 
aores of forested hills 
whioh abut a huge 
nature oonservanoy. 

WHAT YOU’LL GET 

Full Napa immersion: 
vinotherapy spa 
wine baths; a 5,000- 
plus-bottle wine 
oave; hiking through 
vineyards; oooking 
olasses with the brilliant 
ohef Bryan Mosoatello, 
newly arrived from 
Aspen’s Little Nell; a 


four-oourse, looally 
souroed Thanksgiving 
dinner with options 
well beyond turkey (ven- 
ison loin with ohante- 
rellesand huokleberries; 
roasted quail with 
goat oheese, lavender, 
and aprioot); and 
use of one of the resort’s 
six Meroedeses. 

HOW TO DO IT 

Calistoga is just an 
hour and 40 minutes 
from San Franoisoo — 
hire a driver and 
stop at wineries for 
tastings en route. 


The 

Greenbrier 

WHITE SULPHUR 
SPRINGS, WEST VIRGINIA 

For pure Amurrican 
Southern comfort, 
liquid and otherwise. 


Sure, it looks like the 
White House on steroids, 
and its quaint formalities 
(dinner dress oodes, 
red-Jaoketed oarriage 
drivers) might throw 
some people off 
But after almost 240 
years in business, 

The Greenbrier defines 
tradition. And a bit 
of earnest Amerioan 
nostalgia hits our 
wheelhouse this time 
of year. (Carleton 
Varney’s note-perfeot 
redo, inspired by 
Dorothy Draper’s 
original mid-oentury 
deoor, is a big plus.) 


WHAT YOU’LL GET 

Something for everyone: 
150 roasted free-range 
turkeys, with all the 
trimmings imaginable; 
a family soavenger 
hunt; Blaok Friday 
sales at the resort’s 
37 stores; a Saturday 
Christmas tree lighting; 
tennis olinios; five 
golf oourses; indoor 
swimming; bowling 
and faloonry for 
the kids; spa treatments 
from natural springs 
to Botox; and a oasino. 
You won’t get bored, 
that’s for sure. 

HOW TO DO IT 

Stiok with the retro 
theme and arrive at 
the resort by Amtrak 
train from New York, 
Chioago, or Washington, 
D.C. Cr drive from 
the airport in D.C. 

(four and a half hours) 
or in Charleston, West 
Virginia (two hours). 


Add-on Book a room at D.C.’s Hay-Adams hotel — 
for views of the actual White House — and visit 
the exoellent Museum of the Amerioan Indian (where 
the Mitsitam Native Foods Cafe serves fare 
that might have starred at the first Thanksgiving). 


Add-on Extend the baoohanal in S.F.: Book a room at the Palaoe Hotel, a Beaux 
Arts olassio, and dine at Middle’terranea, Miohael Mina’s Medi/Cali-style pop-up; 
and Fat Noodle, a Chinese Joint from the guys behind Umami Burger and Saison. 


Wheatleigh 

LENOX, MASSACHUSETTS 

For New England 
without the chintz. 


What a relief to 
stay in the Berkshires 
and be spared the 
frumpy doilies and floral 
bedspreads. With 
unerringly ohio interiors 
by Tsao & MoKown, 
this nineteenth-oentury 



Italianate mansion 
is up-to-date in all the 
right ways (oeladon 
aooents, spare 
but plush furnishings, 
superb food). And 
it’s on 22 parklike 
aores, originally laid 
out by Frederiok Law 
CImstead.Just outside 
the quaint-but-not- 
kitsohy town of Lenox. 

WHAT YOU’LL GET 

A four-oourse 
Thanksgiving dinner 
oentered on an organio 
D’Artagnan turkey 
(with leg and thigh 
oonfited in duokfat), 
served in the relaxed 
library or the big- 
windowed dining room; 
quiet time with 
the kids (normally 


adults-only, Wheatleigh 
tolerates ohildren 
for the holiday, though 
you’ll want to keep 
them on a tight 
leash); and aooess 
to the nearby Norman 
Rookwell Museum 
(what oould be more 
Amerioan?) and MASS 
MoCA, an hour away. 

HOW TO DO IT 

Wheatleigh is offering 
four nights for the 
prioe of three over 
the holiday, so a long 
weekend is a no-brainer. 
And it’sjustaquiok, 
soenio drive from 
many Northeast oities 
(an hour from Albany 
and Hartford, two 
and a half from Boston, 
three from N.Y.C.). 


Add-on Head east to Boston and oheok out the 
Harvard Art Museums’ Renzo Piano-designed redo; 
stay at the very Wheatleigh-like XV Beaoon hotel. 
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Cruising Close to 

Home 


8 to 21 -day Mississippi River Crui^s 


JNEAPOLIS/ 
PAUL 

RED WING 
MtHNE4£lTA 

CftOSSt 

OWA 

Oaventport* 
BlPAl.INCTON*"^ ■' 



Call 1 - 800 - 981-9147 


for a free Cruise Guide 




S I*E( E A L A rrv E R I I * I V 
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Viking long^lp Suite 


EVERY GREAT RIVER 

Deserves a Suite view 


Consistently voted among the "World's Best 
River Cruise Lines" by Contf^ Nasf Trav^er. Viking 
River Cruises continues to lead the industry with 
the newest and best accommodations. 

THE LARGEST SUITES ON EUROPE'S RIVERS 

Viking River Cruises deluxe suites are the first-ever true 
suites on Eiuropcan river ships, each with two full-sized rooms. 
Designed for complete comforts thc/vc helped make our 
innovative, award-winning Viking Longships* the most desirable 
way to see Europe, With spacious accommodations, superior 
amenities and commanding views they re the largest suites on 
the world s most majestic rivers» the ideal staterooms in which to 
relax after a day of exploration and cultural enrichment. 



4- A Viiking Longship in Wa^Ltiau Valiev 


COMMANDING VIEWS, OUTSTANDING SPACES, 

With sweeping river views from your suite’s veranda or French 
balcony, the charming windmills of Hoi land, hillside castles 
of Germany and lush vineyards of Austria's Wachau Valley are 
close enough to touch. Suite options include the 445 ‘Squa re-foot 
Explorer Suites — largest on Europc*s rivers, with 270“ views — 
and the 27 5 -square -foot Veranda Suites. And every suite includes 
lavish amenities such as hotel-style beds topped with European linens 
and duvets, EOccitanc bath products and plenty of storage space. 

For details about 

Viking's Early Booking Discounts, 

ask your Travel Agent, call 1-30 0*78 5 <7496 

or visit vikingrivercruisesxom. 



4^ Viking Longship Aquavit Terrace 




The largest suites on Eurof^ean ivaters. 

Aft onboard concierge to customize each guest's cruise. 

The most modern rioer cruise fleet. 

More travel awards than any other river cruise line. 

Ihe Worlds Leading River Cruise Line... By Far* 

Visit vrccom, see your Travel Agent or call 1-8 00-785-749 6. 



VIKING 

RIVER CRUISES 

the Wsridin C^mf^n* 



N HiU Mft iiiillt ii 

kiiUnJjB Tiling 
Si'.'miiJiruSjj. 



Word of Mouth 
Getaway Plan 


The Unexpected Escape 


Soho 

Farmhouse 

CHIPPING NORTON. 
ENGLAND 

Honor the Pilgrims’ 
progress, in reverse. 


When playing 
gentleman farmer, 
we prefer to do 
it Soho House-style, 
at this new outpost 
from the natty 
U.K. hospitality 


group. Here, a 
seven-bedroom 
eighteenth-oentury 
farmhouse, along 
with a stone oottage 
and 40 oontemporary 
lakeside logoabins, 
ohannels a pastoral 
village on 100 
aores of Cotswolds 
oountryside. 

WHAT YOU’LL GET 

More than 500 
different types of fruits 
and vegetables from 
a farm overseen by 


Miohelin-honored 
ohef Tom Aikens; 
all-day breakfast and 
oooktails delivered 
in reoonditioned 
milk oarts; Wellington 
boots for hiking 
and Foffa bikes for 
oyoling; and a 
fabulous spa set 
on its own island. 

HOW TO DO IT 

Fly to Heathrow 
and rent a oar; it’s 
a 90-minute 
drive to Oxfordshire. 


Add-on A oulture-paoked week in London (easing any guilt about the kids 
missing sohool): See “The World Goes Pop” exhibition at Tate Modern; Ai 
Weiwei at the Royal Aoademy; and Tom Stoppard’s abridged, tween-friendly 
Merchant of Venice at the Ambassadors Theatre. Continue the Soho House 
theme with a stay at the group’s boho-ohio Dean Street Townhouse. 




Belle Mont 
Farm at 
Kittitian Hill 

ST. KITTS 

For a locavore feast 
in the sun-splashed 
Caribbean. 


golf oourse joining the 
sea-view bungalows. 
Even better? The 
kitohen and organio 
farm are guided by 
the looavore pioneers 
at New York’s Blue Hill. 

WHAT YOU’LL GET 

Tan and tipsy: private 
pools and looal-rum 
tastings; island-tinged 
Thanksgiving dishes 
like West Indian stuffed 
ohioken and pumpkin- 
and-breadfruit-dumpling 
soup, served at an 
outdoor farm table; 
foraging and oooking 
sessions; mountain 
hikes; in-room yoga 
and alfresoo massages. 


We’ve loved this 
400-aore plantation- 
style retreat sinoe 
it opened last year, 
and this season 
it kioks it up another 
notoh, with new 
restaurants and a 


HOW TO DO IT 

Make it a long weekend, 
flying in via Miami or 
Puerto Rioo — the resort 
is a 30-minute drive 
from the airport. Or skip 
oommeroial flights and 
use the reoently opened 
private-jet terminal. 


Add-on Pair mountainside Belle Mont with the 
beaohfront Four Seasons Resort Nevis, a ferry ride 
away on the neighboring island of Nevis. 


Red Mountain 
Resort 
and Spa 

ST. GEORGE, UTAH 

When you’d rather be 
om for Thanksgiving. 

We like to stay as in 
shape as the next guy, 
but five-almonds-a- 
day, no-booze detoxes 
sound god-awful at 
this time of year. This 


refreshingly sane 
retreat — on a big-view 
peroh amid the oanyons 
of southern Utah — 
lets us have our oardio 
and eat our oake, too. 

WHAT YOU’LL GET 

Full and fit: South- 
west-flavored menus; 
guided morning 
hikes; outdoor yoga 
sessions; nature- 
inspired treatments; 
olasses with a visiting 
fitness guru; and 


a break from the 
kids (the resort 
is for ages 12 and up). 
Plus, Bryoe Canyon 
and Zion national 
parks are less than three 
hours away by oar. 

HOW TO DO IT 

Book an all-inolusive 
retreat, with or 
without spa treatments, 
and drive in from 
Las Vegas (two hours 
away) or from St. 
George (15 minutes). 


Add-on Extend for a whole week and return to real life like new. Or, if you want 
to earn those hikes, kiok things off with a weekend in Vegas. -Andrew sessa 
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GAME 
ON IN 
SOUTH 
AFRICA 


► THE WORD SAFARI CONJURES 
up images of dust>^ elephants, lions 
lounging in the sun, and zebra herds 
running black-and-white on the 
horizon— hut that's onK the beginning. 
Add in the homed rhinos, painted 
dogs, African penguins, and enormous 
horizons that seem to stretch on 
forever and you have a better picture. 
The South African safari is even more 
magnificent than it’s played up to be, 
and this must-see list ensures no 
bush veld or big game goes unseen, 


I. KRUGER NATIDKAl PARK 


Stretch ins over 7,500 square miles. 
Kruger is arguably one of the 
world's greatest national r>arks. 
The mimber of emimitls is almost 
iHipanaJloJcd. and the iconic Big 
5 game— elephant, lion, leopard, 
rhino, and Cape buffalo— roam 
freely between the Lebombu 
Mountains and tropical forests. 


2.R0yLDERSBEACH 



ITic Capeibwn coa^tUne offers 
breathtaking beaches, but 
none are more inuiguing than 
Boulders Beach. With towering 
granite boulders and shallow^ 
pools perfect for csploring, it's 
irresistible both to travelers and 
sonic amazing others. The beach 
is home to a colony of over 3,000 
endangered .iUtican penguins. 

3. ADOO ELEPHANT PARK 

Wile 11 Addo W'as founded In 1931. 
only a handful of elephants lived 
there, Ibday, mure than 600 of 
these regal creatures call South 
i\frica^s third-largest national park 


home. Keep your eye on Algoa 
Bay as well, where you may 
spot great whites and whales, 
making this park one of the few 
able to boast the "Big 7” 


illUDlKWECUME DESERVE 

Madikwc offers loads of Big 5 
wildlife plus luxurious lodg^ 
ing among red sand and clay 
thorn bush veUh But perhaps 
MadikwT's greatest allure is 
its packs of painted dogs, or 
the African wild dog, Thii^ 
beatitiful marble-cob rtul spe- 
cies flourishes here, but pay 
attention —your first sighting 
is likely to be a bkir due to do 
their wily speed. 


5.ISIIIIMIKAEIS0 

WEILMIDFAHK 

This sprawling UNESCO World 
Heritage Site Is home to 
multiple distinctively different 
ecosj^stemst fncludlng reefs, 
beaches, wetlands, and wood- 
lands. Leatherback turtles nest 
along its shores, whales and 
dolphins sw im offshore, and 
antelopes, hippos, and zebras 
roam. iSimangaliso means 
"mi rack” in Zulu. Itk 
easy to understand why. 


FOR MORt ON THCef ICONIC SAFARI tXPiRlCNCii, VISIT SOUTHAFRlCA.Nit 


Pi<)taciNdPHscmjRTtsyAoijiH « \t\CAN kKJier&M 



ADD A LITTLE SAFARI P* 
TO YOUR VACATION 

Turn memorable into unforgettable as you explore untouched landscapes ^ 

in search of South Africa's majestic wild animals. From guided bush walks ^ ^ - 

to open-vehicle game drives, safari is just one of the Big 5 South African ^ 

experiences you simply cannot miss. ^ ^ 

Visit www.southafrica.net 




Sim 
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DORADO BEACH 


FRAMED n\ A STUNNING CARIBBEAN COASTLINE AND 
turquoise lagoons. Dorado Beach is a pri%^te hideaway that beckons 
the most discerning of tra%'elers. A stone's throw fi om llie bustle of 
San Juan but an entire world away, this is where simple pleasures 
and decadent service intermix for a truly unforgettable experience. 


Golden sands and coral reefs 
surround ihe properly, which 
was once a resort retreat of 
Lhu ranee RockefeUer Each 
of the impeccably appointed 
1T5 ocean view rooms* suites, 
and residences are just steps 
from the sea and boast over- 
size soaking tubs and ro- 
mantic outdoor showers, In 
addition to a personal Em- 
bajador to attend your every 
need. Architecture enthusi- 
asts will swoon over Su Casa, 
the property’s five-bedroom 
hacienda now' restored to 
embody the full i^randcur 
of the 1920s resort. 

When it's time to venture 
outside your sanctuary', ex- 
plore the spr a wiling, verdant 
grounds or hike along the 
intriguing 11-mik Rockefell- 
er Nature TVail, go paddle- 
boarding, or grab a mask 
for an afternoon of snorkel- 
Ing. Or just lounge by the 
pool with a perfectly chilled 


cocktail before w^andcring 
into Spa Botan ico for a revi- 
talising holistic treatment. 
Prepare to indulge yet again 
at Mi Casa, helmed by James 
Beard Award— w-inning chef 
Jose Andrf^s, w^here the fine 
cuisine offered blends de- 
lectable local Ingredients 
with innovative culinary 
techniques. 

Reserv'e your escape 
to Dorado Beach, a HUz- 
Carlton Reserv'C and, for a 
limited time, pay for a three- 
night stay and receive a 
eomphiiientary fourth— an 
exceptional offer at this ex- 
ceptional enclave, because 
you will never want to leave. 


Tb abatit our Dorado 

Escape affer^ pleme contact 
pour tmvel pro/csshnat or 
call hhHome Heservations 
at 


EXQUISITE 

ESCAPE 

Dorado Heavh, a Ritx-Carlfon Reserve 
is an e.rofie sane/nart/ larked awatf 
on Puerto Rico's norlhern roast. 


FIMD TOUR ESCAPE AT DORADDaEACHflESERVt.COM 


THt 441^17*4 





Arrive spellbound. 
Depart speechless. 


noun / 1 : the feeling of serenity that overcomes 

you when you’re soaking in the healing waters of an open-air bath 
hidden in a tropical forest 


A Ritz-CArlton Reserve 


Visit Dorado Beach, a Ritz- Carlton Reserve. 

A hotel experience so unique that it requires a whole 
new set of words to describe it. 

For reservations, call 800-836-3124 
or visit www.doradobeachreserve.com. 




eZOlS thff RitiTCarlliOr Company, LJL.C 



REFLECTION 


Gabe Kennedy and friends 
in Sedona, Arizona 

The hsfdBst pAit is picking whicit viBw 


AkIAUnA 


Start your story atr 
VtsjtArizona.com/CNT 
or call 1.800.580.2759 


I Oi h:H t tsh \tt£\T 


LET YOURSELF GO 

ARIZONA EXPEDITION 


W HAT I1 ,VPPP:NS VVHI:N you BHINC TOGICTUKR I I VIC SOCIAL-MI’DI V’ 
porsonalitics (rtmi air mnii Uvl* rminln tl jj an fXCopti< aial Ari/^nui roatl 
trip? Vtju^ct Ari/ima rAptxlilioin Ia I VoiirsoH Gt>, ati i^xpImaLiun uC 
undeniable iiniqumisH. Alcm^ tbr ihe adventure art‘ nitideK Hiirfen 
and fjxv-diver Chelsea Yaira.st* ©chefseeksuai: pm j^olters and tra k-shot 
die Uryun lirntliers @brvanbrosgolf; winner of ABC's Y Ae Kerumiy 

©Qsbe^kennedv; and iLill-tioie vvfirld-tmveliT^ (jlioLiignipher, and vides^nipher 2^;ieli 
Paeka^l @zHGbfack. Join Us as we take you IhaiukJ ouidirsL slojis of dlieson, Jem me, 
aiul tile Verde V'allev In niir expixlit ioifs next liesl illations; Sidni'ta and Flagstal ll 

Sedoma. A-f^xona 


SEDONA 


After a stop at V-'erde 
Valley’s PaLRF Springs 
Cellars, our group 
of advfiiituiiers 
made the quick 
liO-minute jaunt 
to Sedona^s iVioara 



PI T TING ANY 
M:RVI' S AM) 

h:arsasii)i:, 

ICVPItYOM: 
i-\joYKi) Tin: 
CIlALLKNtaCS 
PL I BEIOKi: 
THPM. 


Resort & i^pau While 
other^i eidoyed 
eclectic native d^r, 
impressive reri-roek 
views, aTid creekside 
relaxation. Clielsea 
indulged with an 
iivnxim massage 
thill really set the 
muixt for SedoOcL 
t^er, af\er a little 
more exploring 
and pieturesqiie 
selties. it was tiiiie 
torally fora well- 
deserved diimer at 
tlie new hot spot, 
Amara's SaJtRock 
isoothwest Kitchen. 
It's to see. mid 
taste, how this place 
delivers on serving 
Ronthwest cni fare 
with ii heightened 
level of ereatlve 
soph i.st] cation. 



FLAGSTAFF 


The scenic and 
nioummnous drive 
to MagsUifTkcpt the 
eyes wide and smiles 
big. Adventure 
wii* ceniiin frir this 
group's hnst ^isk lo 
Uie FlagstalT area, 
■llie flnil slop would 
.siM>n Hetxirate llte 
players JVoni tlic 
talkers witli lui 
adrerkaline-packed 
tivetDp ehidlengc at 
Klagstiiff Extreme 
Adventure Course 
and mountain 
biking at Fort 
llithill Bike Park. 
Ikitlitig any nerves 
and fears aside, 
everyxme erdoyEil the 
chalEenges put before 
them. Ami ai^petites 
were a brewfk 
before ions. So^ the 
natural solution w^rs 
a bile to eat fnmi 
Proper Meats ^ 
JkQ^Tsions serv'ed op 
at iheneigliboring 
Historic Brewing 
Company. Of course, 
a ssiunpling of savory 
craft beers rounded 
out the meal for 
a perfect piiiring. 
■tbgether, it serv'ed as 
a fsxn tastic send-off 
to our next location. 


Liko whdC Arliorm 
urviiig up for aw 
tfittm ai adv#fitui-ftrt7 

Learn mora 
about these 
great places at 
AZEKpectitjon.com. 


AflZONA 


'Social jtiodifl g.$omafoo$ isfovfded Sie fo^ «&ch por$0!ia(it¥'& instftgfSri accoyct 



GORE-TEX* GEAR 


PUSHING 

BOUNDARIES 


ihifoxc i\i'f rente sports photographer Jhitinp Chtn 
as he takes on the letons. 



from tapt Th& Mortli 
Fac** £nm J:act(«t and 
Shell Panu. and hflery 

OloVffSh th998 prod' 
ucts P engineered 
widi NghtweighT. 
durably^ ivaterproof, 
windptpot md breath- 
able GORE'TEX* 
product techndogy. 


GOfiE-TEJC. GORE, 
andGUftfiANIEED 
TO KEEP VOU DRT 
are trademarks 
ofVi.UGorm& 
AssKKiates, Inc. 


1 01 h:H nsh \tfiS t 



"If you nevLT ga, 
you'll ni'vf r know," 
ssiiys avid advi^imittr 
and p!iotograp];er' 
ftlmmakcT Jimmy 
Oiin’s approach 
to life— and tonne 
Wyoming winter 
morning In particular 
Chin had set out to 
hike into Amora Vida. 
El steep, cQulfur tucked 
deep into the south 
face of the Tctmis. The 
sub-zero winds were 
bnihtl when hebesan 
the trek ai the brestk 
ofdEiwn, but Chin 
refused to let that stop 
hhiT 'Amora Vida bad 
been on my Ust for 
a long time, i wasiVl 
about to go h nmier 
Cliln's perseverance 
wasn't the only tiling 
that kept him forging 
forwanl that morning. 
1 le was prepared. 

] Ic had packed 
ample climbing iind 
avalanche ec| 61 ii>rnent 
the night befoix?. and 
the right outerwear. 
'"In thcTetons, your 
life can depend on 
your cloth big -'he 
says. ‘ nORJMlLX’^ 


outerwear is the 
benchmark for 
lightiveiglit^ wind' 
and waterproof 
protection, and 1 
wa.s outhitt^d in 
CORF.-TEX'^ gear 
from heatl-ti>t6>e. 

I felt confident 
alMiut the cVinib” 
Chin's expert 
backcoimtry 
esperleiite 
eventually paid off. 
Afteragnieling. 
three- hour approach 
into Carnet Canyon, 
he finally dropped 
dnw into the 
protected face 
to find perfect 
conditions. ""It was 
tuonunietitiitrClisn 
says, “Calm air* an 
incredible pitclu and 
two feet of povs\lt-n 
You never know 
wbat you'll ftiul. 

Vou just have to get 
out there” 



Sii MORE OF CHIN'R ADVENTURES AT JIMMTCHIN.COM. AND O 


FOn TOUR OWN OUT^OF<^B0irHD8 EXPERIENCE AT O O R E ^TE K , COM ^C H I N 




whatever the^veath 


JHE DIFFERE 


pavid Lama 1 
Extreme Mount Jrteer 


eUARANlEED 
TD KEEP ¥QU DRY 


GORETEX 


FORGET THE WEATHER. 
REMEMBER THE MOMENT. 


Only GORE-TEX" products carry the 
GUARANTEED TO KEEP YOU DRV' promise 
Comfort and protection - head to toe. 


gore-tex.com/remember 


WATERPROOF WINOPROOF BREATHABLE 


^2015 lA/. L 'Qore a Inc dUARAmEED TD KEEP YOU DPV”^, DChPE' nnd are ti^denijsrRft of VY. L dore A A^isoctaieB PEDSULL tsa iTad^einark d Rid Dull {jmbH. \S0RE 
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NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 

BEYOND 
THE MUSIC 

I TS MUSICAL HOOTS HUS' DEKH, AMD THERE IS ONLY 
one Music City. But modern-day Naivhville continues its 
emei^ence as a cultural and creative powerhouse. From the 
Grand Ole Opr>' to jazz club cocktails, chef-driven restaurants 
to traditional Southern meat-n-three, trendy boutiques to local 
fashion— Nashville s got it. 




in Nashvillo it lUI 
bugins with a song, aud 
those songs arc meant 
to be experienced at 
historic verities like the 
KvTiiaii Auditorium 
and HI u third Cafe, 
where some of the 
greatest singer-song- 
wiiters in the world 
have performed. Hut 
donT overlook the 
city’s Icsseuknown 
venues. With over 150 
and counting, you can 
catch an incredible 
live performance every 
night of the week. 

Nashville's newest 
rising star can bo 
found in the creative 
world of the growling 
culinary scene. From 
Southern fare to haute 
cuisine, come hungry, 
WTial started as a local 
food tnick. Biscuit 
Love, is the go-tu 
hotspot in theGukh 
District. The biscuit 
burger with pimento 
cheese will liave you 


worshipping at the 
tiour-and -butter altar, 
'l"he Indliin fusion is oth- 
erworldly at Chauhan 
Ale & MiLBcLla House. 

Of course, nu trip to 
Music City' is complete 
without a Nash ville 
original— hoi chicken. 
Check out Hattie B's and 
choose yotir own heat, 
from mild to shut the 
cluck up. 

llie city also offers 
plenty to satisfy' the 
cultural appcthc. Tlic 
Belcourt 1'heaire showig 
intriguing independent 
and classic hi ms. Spend 
a day \vith the arts at 
the Hrist Center fer the 
Visual Arts or one of 
the m any art galleries, 
or pick from the slew of 
independent boutiques. 

With an orchestra of 
options to salisfe every 
taste, you'll be encour- 
aged to dance to the beat 
of your own drummer in 
Music City. 


NASIIVILLF 
C (>M IM i:s ITS 
EMIAMiENCi: AS 
ACTI.TEIIALAM) 
cuEvini; 
POMERHOISE. 



Is 




m 


FOR MORE IHSPtfiaTION, OD TO VLtlTMUSICCITV.COM 


mjlOC&ArHSCOURIJiV [JF lOutISM 
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ALL YOU, 
ONLY BETTER 


EXCELLENCE GHOUP 


Excel tence 
PU»va Moieres 


AWARD-WINNING AMENITIES, FIVE-STAR CUISINE, AND 

world-dass spas are just the beginning with Excellence 
Group. The new Finest Playa Mujeres is the only all-inclusive 
resort in greater Canciin to welcome all ages. Nestled along 
the romantic shores of the Dominican Republic’s Punta 
Cana, the adults-only E.xcellence El Carmen will open in 
2016. Just choose your paradise— and leave the rest to us. 


Ltu'ttnottft (tl/-hicitfsh'c get<ncai/s in the 
rcorld'a //tout coi'cfed Varifybean locations 


Finest Playa Mujere-s 


p:xckllh:nce group 

Luxury Hotels & Resorts 



All-inclusive liixurv 




* 

E\rKl.LJ' NUK 
I'lM j^ t:K\ \ 
UrjTnmimn Erpiihllr 

* 

EXCEl.l.ENU.E 
EL CARMEN 
J>mikrLh^ 4 n R^puhlle 

, * 

EUGELLEMIE 
\ ir It A ChWA \ 
Vlnleo 

* 

Ktt;BL(.KPiif;t 
Vl.KW MUJKRKS 

finest 


^Se&jveR 


CA[J. NOWl USA: t-S66*54l)-2585 • CANADA: USeB*45M592 ■ UK: t)-eO(M)5 1*0244 • MEX: 01 800-900*5070 


cv('elk'tia'r('sorts.rc)m 


tim’’strrsnr1?i.rt)m 


iH'liivrdiiulcIs.rniTi 


PHCTQQfiiAPHS C0V«T£6T E)(CELLI*1CE 
PI hfS MU'JtfltS hHt lNwt$l HhOk 
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\MKK1C.VS SOL’TIIKAS'I' 


SAVAKNAH, GA 

HOLI DAY 
HEART 


S(n^or I he neanoii 

F ORGET TliR ICY TCMPS AND BIG -CITY 
bustle— escape to Savannah and let the laid-back 
boutiques, warm breeze, and even warmer bos- 
pitalit}' awaken your holiday spirit. 



Savannah's ehamUug Historic nisiiict 
is the perfect place to polish olT 
yourhalida}' sliopping list, Stroll 
down decked-out Broughton Street 
and into the inspiraticinal local and 
designer sbojis. vjsst the artists' 
studios in ClW Market and discover 
one-of-a-kind gifts. Ikke in an exciting 


event— Christmas on the River, the 
Festival of lights, the Boat Parade 
of Lights— and then iTcount your 
glurioiis day over aleisiinely five-star 
dinner at an imi>eccabie restauiunc 
In Savannah, tis the season for slow- 
ing dowTi. And celebrating. 


roua HOllPAr OitTAWAt AT VltlT«AVANf4AN.COM 



S avannah^ 


LfE^iirC^«j4.nnah cnm lodav! 


VisitSsvannah.cofTi 
#visit savannah 







\Mr.uic vs soLTin: AS'i 


I n\ rn tisi-mkst 




CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT: A glonoua mountain sunset 
during winter. The National {gingerbread House Compel It Ion. 
Candielighi Christmas Evenings at Bilimore. 


IIIXAITITII- 
A LITTLE 
HOLIDAY \IAOK 
IN ASHEVILLE. 
STEIMH ETHE 
CTUm DEI) MALL 
ESCALATOIt 
AND COME III* 
THEMOIMAIN. 


One of the sliining stars of ^\shcAillc 
during ihc bolidEi3i'’s b GcDr!?e Vander 
bilt^ 250-rtKim Biltnior^ Estate, a1] 
decked oiil in its holiday tinery. Thke 
In the grandeur, then heatl over to 
T lisioric Bilunore Village for the 
Old-Fashioned Dickens of a Clirist- 




ASHEVILLE. NC 

WELL-SEASONED 

rhis /ioiifhft/ season, conte npfor air, 

R EMKMBKK WHKN THRkE WAS MOkETO THF HOLI DAY'S THAN UNTANGIJNG 
Christmas lights and looking for the tape dispenser? Recapture a little holiday magic 
in Asheville. Step olf the crowded mall escalator and come up the mountain for unique 
shopping, festive events, and award-winning restaurants w^here the Foodtopians of Asheville 
ser\'e up inventive farm-to-tahle cuisine. 


mas I'cstival, with slrulling carolers, 
chestnut roasting, and carriage rides. 

But Biltniore isnT Asheville’s 
only unique holiday home tour. 

At the Omni Grave Park Inn, y-ou 
can catch an iima^Eng display of 
gingerbread houses from Ihe 2^rd 
Annual National Gingerbread 
House Competition. When night 
fells, head over to the WiJiter Li^ts 
at the North Camlina Arboretum. 
Experience new animated displays 
that illuminate to Lhe stainds of 
holiday musie. 

Online shopping not doing 
It for you thb year? Playing Santa 
is fun again in Downtiiwn AsiieN-illet 
with more than 20 galleries filled 
with treasures for under the tree. 

And just a few miles from DowmtowTi 
Is the River Arts District, home to 
ISO artbta who find inspiration along 
the French Rruad River. 




PLAN YOUR ESCARE TODAY AT tXPI.DREAeHEVII.LE. COM 


Pi<rrpWM^ktii-OUffTl!rW 





There*$the view. Shed life's layers in Asheville, North Carolina. 
Start planning now with a free travel guide. 

ExpioreAsheville.com 


ASHEVittE 

Discovery, inside and otit 
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HILTON HEAD ISLAND. SC 

PARADISE 

FOUND 


What rela,vation reafltf JeelH like 

H ilton head island is the perfect piace 
to both lose— and rediscover—yoursclf* Warm, 
breathtaking beaches, lush greeneiy, and an ele- 
vated yet at-ease enei^^ make it the ideal winter getaway. 



SoaK up the golden 
island sunshine, pristine 
mai^heSp and lush itioss^ 
covered Southern oaks. 
Embark on a ciil jiisr>' 
adv^enture with fresh sea’ 
food harvested from local 
waterways. Get into the 
swing of things cm world- 
renowned golf courses 
or take your own nature 
w'aJk on water— using a 
kayak or pciddle board— 
and gel to know our wild 
dolphins. Relaxing is easy^ 
along the island’s beauti- 
ful beaches, and don’t 
miss the one-of-a-kind 
boutiques and galleries. 
Relax, linger, and enjoy 
the wannth and hospital- 
ity^ of Hilton Head Island. 



LEFT] P^t^ even^n® 
on Hilion Head Island 
beach ai sunaet 


PLAN yOUR ESCAPE TODAT AT HILTONHEAOISLAND.ORG 



^ho;ogr aph c cmni mm tom mi / > i akp vt&tTOP * i zofm s i ton iRMF au 



P HO MOT KIN 


Condo \nst Tnividcr piTseiils \"()\ A(iFlS, ('uiiiltMl colUM'lion 
ol* cMisloniiza l)lp itineraries aioi hes|>ol;e journeys 



NOW DEPARTING 

VISIT TRAVELERV0YA6ES.G0M OR CALL 1.800.976.9260 


Trnvvitir 

VOYAGES 


TRAVEL IN A 

DIFFERENT 


FASHION 











The Must-See Soul of the South 


With its exquisitely preserved architectural wonders, soul^stirring coastal landscapes, 
and renowned restaurant scene, Charleston is one of America's most beloved travel 
destinations. Come, let this award-winning destination enliven your senses. 


PLAN VOUR GETAWAY AT EXPLORECHARLESTON.COM 


i/aiw 
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Travelers love Charleston, where church steeples-not 
skyscrapers-dot the skyline. Life js accompanied by a gentle 
rustling of palmetto fronds and lyrical sea island accents. 

Every meat is savored and no one is a stranger for long. 


A Jewel box city that looks like it has been painted in 
watercolor. Charleston, South Carolina, is a visual feast 
of cobblestone streets, pastel colored homes, flickering 
carriage lanterns, and historic landmarks. 


“Charleston’s classic holels embody the notion of 
Southern hospitality— elegant furnishings, airy spaces, 
excellent service.” — CondeNast Traveler 


There are 69 flights that touch down daily in Charleston and more on the way, 
including new nonstop transcontinental service. Getting here has never been 
easier. Isn't it time you discovered for yourself what so many other travelers 
already love about Charteston? 



f 



BELMOND CHARLESTON PUCE 

belmond.cotn/cha r test an- place 

FRENCH QUARTER INN 
filichaTlestanxom 



JOHN RUTLEDGE HOUSE INN 

johnrutiedgefmtfeitifi.com 

KIAWAH ISUND GOLF RESORT 

k ia wah resort, com 


KINGS COURTYARD INN 

kingscou rtya rdinn. f am 


^ MARKET PAVILION HOTEL 
^ maTketpavilion.com 


PUNTERS INN 



d^firjtoin GnrJi 


LOCAL FLAVOR 

Home to a volume 
of world-class 
dining normally 
associated with 
cities five times 
its size, this idyllic 
destination is a 
vibrant playground 
for culinary talent. 


phmleninnxoni 

THE RESTORATION ON KING 

rc5ln ra fjo no nki ng. com 



THE VENDUE 


WENTWORTH MANSION 
f wo rtiwi ansion. co m 


WILD DUNES 

wiiddtmiSXQm 


ZERO GEORGE STREET 


SOUTH C A It O I I N A 




Winner of the Conde Nast Traveler Readers’ Choice 
#1 Top U.S. City Award for the 5**’ Year in a Row! 
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THE SPLENDOR & SOPHISTICATION OF 

CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA 

An Exquisitefy Preserved DesthuUion Surrounded by Soul-Stirring Coastal Landscapes 





860 

HOTELS 

499 

RESORTS 

60 

CITIES 


MORE THAN 128,000 of you took part in our 28th annual Readers’ 
Choice Awards survey— the most in its history— submitting millions 
of ratings and tens of thousands of comments to help us create a list 
of winning favorites. The breadth of your top-rated experiences was 
impressive, from elegant castles in the Irish countryside to tented 
safari camps trailing the Great Migration across the Serengeti. You 
chose tiny private islands in the tropics, small culture-rich cities in 
Europe, and intimate river cruises. Most notably, you declared a 
passion for the authentic, the personalized, the unexpected— find- 
ing all three in both newcomers and stalwarts around the world. 
Turn the page for all of the results. 


2S 

CRUISE LINES 

50 

ISLANDS 
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AIRLINES 


Lettering by MATTHEW TAPIA 
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UNITED STATES 


TOP 10 OVERALL 


1 Waldorf Astoria Chicago 96.250 

2 The Restoration on King, 

Charleston, S.C. 95.470 

3 XV Beacon, Boston 95.455 

4 The Willcox, Aiken, S.C. 94.933 

5 The Inn at Harbour Town, 

Hilton Head Island, S.C. 94.668 

6 The Surrey, New York City 94.620 

7 The Alfond Inn, Winter Park, Fla. 94.537 

8 West Street Hotel, Bar Harbor, 

Maine 94.375 

9 The Inn Above Tide, Sausalito, 

Calif. 94.178 

10 Hotel Vermont, Burlington, Vt. 94.168 


New York City 

TOP 35 


Across the board, 
and in New York 
City in particular, 
readers were 
attracted to hotels 
with a clubby, 
members-only vibe. 
The Surrey on the 
Upper East Side 
and the recently 
opened High Line 
Hotel in West 
Chelsea deliver 
exactly that. 


11 Sofitel New York 88.485 

12 The Greenwich Hotel 88.462 

13 Lotte New York Palace 88.214 

14 Crosby Street Hotel 87.946 

15 The Maritime Hotel 87.646 

16 Library Hotel 87.302 

17 The Pierre (Taj) 86.869 

18 Ritz-Carlton New York, 

Central Park 86.655 

19 TrumpSoHo New York 85.781 

20 The Plaza 85.321 

21 Park Hyatt New York 84.571 

22 The Carlyle (Rosewood) 84.493 

23 The Mark 84.444 

24 Dream Downtown 84.135 

25 Viceroy New York 83.941 

26 Four Seasons Hotel New York 83.602 

27 The James New York 83.500 

28 The High Line Hotel 83.056 

29 The Bowery Hotel 83.028 

30 The Kimberly Hotel 82.983 

31 Ritz-Carlton New York, 

Battery Park 82.778 

32 The Refinery 82.176 

33 The NoMad Hotel 82.037 

34 Row NYC 82.029 

35 Smyth 82.010 


Chicago 

TOP 15 


1 The Surrey 94.620 

2 Trump International Hotel & 

Tower New York 92.711 

3 Langham Place, New York, 

Fifth Avenue 92.500 

4 The Lowell 90.611 

5 The Quin 90.060 

6 Andaz 5th Avenue 89.842 

7 Mandarin Criental, New York 89.646 

8 WestHouse Hotel New York 89.391 

9 St. Regis New York 88.914 

10 The Peninsula New York 88.894 


o 

YEARS 

How long Wynn Las 
Vegas & Enoore 
hotel has been No. 1 
in Vegas — it 
opened on the Strip 
only a deoade ago. 


1 Waldorf Astoria Chicago 96.250 

2 Thompson Chicago 92.167 

3 The Peninsula Chicago 91.967 

4 The Langham, Chicago 91.256 

5 Radisson Blu Aqua Hotel 
Chicago 89.282 

6 Trump International Hotel & Tower 
Chicago 89.005 

7 The Godfrey Hotel Chicago 87.018 

8 Park Hyatt Chicago 86.810 

9 Kinzie Hotel 86.310 

10 Sofitel Chicago Water Tower 86.250 

11 Fairmont Chicago, Millennium 
Park 85.781 

12 Ritz-Carlton, Chicago 85.625 

13 Swissdtel Chicago 84.436 

14 Renaissance Chicago Downtown 
Hotel 83.672 

15 Four Seasons Hotel Chicago 83.222 


Boston 

TOP 10 


1 XV Beacon 95.455 

2 Mandarin Criental, Boston 88.542 

3 Four Seasons Hotel Boston 88.009 

4 Hotel Commonwealth 85.455 

5 The Verb Hotel 84.493 

6 Boston Harbor Hotel 83.732 

7 The Eliot Hotel 83.237 

8 The Langham, Boston 83.136 

9 Ritz-Carlton, Boston Common 82.741 

10 FairmontCopley Plaza 82.575 


Washington, D.C. 

TOP 5 

1 The Jefferson 92.409 

2 The Hay- Adams 89.195 

3 Four Seasons Hotel 
Washington, D.C. 86.134 

4 InterContinental The Willard 
Washington, D.C. 85.386 

5 Mandarin Criental, 
Washington, D.C. 85.348 



Charleston, S.C. 

TOP 10 

1 The Restoration on King 95.470 

2 Wentworth Mansion 93.878 

3 John Rutledge House Inn 91.460 

4 French Quarter Inn 89.360 

5 The Vendue 87.105 

6 Belmond Charleston Place 86.578 

7 Market Pavilion Hotel 86.227 

8 King’s Courtyard Inn 85.786 

9 Planters Inn 85.319 

10 Zero George 85.000 
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New Orleans 

TOP 10 



METHODOLOGY The Conde Nast Traveler Readers’ Choice Awards survey was made available through a secure 
website at cntraveler.com/vote. This year’s tabulation of results from more than 128,000 respondents submitted 
during the sweepstakes period of April 1 through June 1, 2015, was done by Equation Research. The questionnaire 
contains lists of candidates in various categories (Cities, Hotels, etc.). Candidates must receive a required minimum 
number of responses and a minimum overall rating to be eligible for a Readers’ Choice Award. Candidates are judged 
on a set of criteria relevant to their category, based on a standard five-point scale; excellent, very good, good, fair, 
and poor. The mean average of these ratings determines the final score published. For example, the Waldorf Astoria 
Chicago’s score of 96.250 represents the mean average of ratings it received from respondents for all criteria relevant 
to hotels: rooms, service, food, design, location, activities/facilities, and value. 

For more on -this year's Readers' Choice Awards, check out cn-traveler.com/rca. 


1 Audubon Cottages 92.130 

2 Hotel Le Marais 86.312 

3 Soniat House 85.321 

4 Ritz-Carlton, New Orleans 84.425 

5 The Roosevelt New Orleans 
(Waldorf Astoria) 84.239 

6 Loews New Orleans Hotel 83.686 

7 Windsor Court Hotel 83.361 

8 Bourbon Orleans Hotel 82.504 

9 Le Richelieu in the French Quarter 82.149 

10 Omni Royal Orleans 82.107 


Las Vegas 

TOP 10 

1 Wynn Las Vegas & Encore 88.853 

2 Four Seasons Hotel Las Vegas 88.688 

3 The Venetian 86.420 

4 Bellagio 86.107 

5 The Palazzo 85.847 

6 Mandarin Oriental, Las Vegas 85.044 

7 TheCosmopolitanof Las Vegas 83.363 

8 Aria 82.941 

9 Delano Las Vegas 82.109 

10 Trump International Hotel 
Las Vegas 82.091 


Los Angeles 

TOP 15 

1 Montage Beverly Hills 93.921 

2 Mr. 0 Hotel Beverly Hills 92.460 

3 The Peninsula Beverly Hills 91.465 

4 Hotel Bel-Air 89.180 

5 The Garland 87.898 

6 The Beverly Hills Hotel 86.828 

7 Viceroy Santa Monica 86.451 

8 Ritz-Carlton, Los Angeles 84.595 

9 Beverly Wilshire, Beverly Hills, 

A Four Seasons Hotel 83.777 

10 Four Seasons Hotel Los Angeles at 
Beverly Hills 83.570 

11 Fairmont Miramar Hotel 
& Bungalows 83.145 

12 Sunset Tower Hotel 82.722 

13 Shutters on the Beach 82.690 

14 L’Ermitage Beverly Hills 82.197 

15 Hotel Casa del Mar 82.134 


San Francisco 

TOP 10 

1 The Scarlet Huntington 84.800 

2 St. Regis San Francisco 84.638 

3 Inn at the Presidio 84.295 

4 The Argonaut 82.139 

5 Taj Campton Place 82.075 

6 Four Seasons Hotel 
San Francisco 82.044 

7 Ritz-Carlton, San Francisco 82.038 

8 InterContinental Mark Hopkins 
San Francisco 82.018 

9 Fairmont San Francisco 82.009 

10 Palace Hotel (Luxury Collection) 82.004 


Illustrations by VALERO DOVAL 



New England 

TOP 25 

1 West Street Hotel, Bar Harbor, 

Maine 94.375 

2 Hotel Vermont, Burlington, Vt. 94.168 

3 Watch Hill Inn, Westerly, RJ 94.042 

4 The Chanler at Cliff Walk, 

Newport, R.l. 93.122 

5 The Pitcher Inn, Warren, Vt. 93.119 

6 Twin Farms, Barnard, Vt. 90.741 

7 Harborside Hotel, Spa & Marina, 

Bar Harbor, Maine 90.667 

8 White Elephant Village, 

Nantucket 88.507 

9 The Lodge on the Cove, 
Kennebunkport, Maine 88.021 

10 Wentworth by the Sea, 

New Castle, N.H. 87.906 

11 The Tides Beach Club, 
Kennebunkport, Maine 87.672 

12 Black Point Inn, Scarborough, 

Maine 85.972 

13 The Wauwinet, Nantucket 85.309 

14 Hotel Marlowe, Cambridge, 

Mass. 85.196 

15 Forty 1® North Hotel Marina Resort, 
Newport, R.L 84.259 

16 Castle Hill Inn & Resort, 

Newport, R.l 84.220 

17 The Grafton Inn, Vt. 84.211 

18 The Nantucket Hotel & Resort 83.972 

19 Hartstone Inn, Camden, Maine 83.796 

20 White Elephant, Nantucket 83.556 

21 The Inn at Shelburne Farms, 
Burlington, Vt. 83.462 

22 Harraseeket Inn, Freeport, 

Maine 83.262 

23 Inn at Mill Falls, Meredith, N.H. 83.229 

24 The White Barn Grace, 
Kennebunkport, Maine 83.167 

25 Camden Harbor Inn, Maine 82.562 


New York State 
& the Mid-Atlantic 

TOP 20 

1 The Virginia Hotel, Cape May, N.J. 91.188 

2 Congress Hall, Cape May, N.J. 91.059 

3 Fairmont Pittsburgh 89.167 

4 Hotel Monaco Philadelphia 88.118 

5 Castle Hotel & Spa, Tarrytown, 

N.Y. 88.083 

6 Inn at Perry Cabin by Belmond, 

St. Michaels, Md. 88.056 

7 Hyatt at The Bellevue, Philadelphia 

87.158 

8 Sandpiper Beach Club, Cape May, 

N.J. 86.996 

9 Sofitel Philadelphia 86.303 

10 The Latham Hotel, Philadelphia 86.017 

11 The Mansion on Delaware Avenue, 
Buffalo 84.048 

12 Hotel Palomar Philadelphia 83.974 

13 The Rittenhouse, Philadelphia 83.810 

14 Ritz-Carlton, Philadelphia 83.625 

15 Bedford Post Inn, Bedford, N.Y. 83.611 

16 Le Meridien Philadelphia 83.431 

17 Four Seasons Hotel Baltimore 82.435 

18 The Inn & Spa at Montchanin Village, 
Montchanin, Del. 82.384 

19 W Hoboken, N.J. 82.016 

20 The Water Club at Borgata, 

Atlantic City 82.001 


READERS’ CHOICE 
AWARDS 



6 The Inn at Little Washington, Va. 91.551 

7 The Umstead Hotel and Spa, 

Cary, N.C. 90.126 

8 Ritz-Carlton, Charlotte 89.899 

9 Greyfield Inn, Cumberland 
Island, Ga. 89.200 

10 21c Museum Hotel, 

Bentonville, Ark. 88.949 

11 Andaz Savannah 88.656 

12 St. Regis Atlanta 88.583 

13 The Fearrington House Inn, Pittsboro, 
N.C. 87.939 

14 Blackberry Farm, Walland,Tenn. 87.680 

15 Goodstone Inn & Restaurant, 
Middleburg,Va. 87.389 

16 Inn on Biltmore Estate, 

Asheville, N.C. 86.894 

17 Mandarin Criental, Atlanta 86.530 

18 Cmni Nashville Hotel 86.458 

19 Ritz-Carlton, Buckhead, Ga. 85.750 

20 Capital Hotel, Little Rock, Ark. 85.434 

21 The Hermitage Hotel, Nashville 85.180 

22 Mansion on Forsyth Park, 

Savannah 84.935 

23 The Martha Washington Inn & Spa, 
Abingdon, Va. 84.352 

24 Grand Bohemian Hotel, 

Asheville, N.C. 84.219 

25 Tides Inn, Irvington, Va. 84.000 

26 Ritz-Carlton, Pentagon City, 

Arlington, Va. 83.167 

27 W Atlanta- Downtown 82.625 

28 The Brown Hotel, Louisville 82.526 

29 Union Station Hotel, Nashville 82.198 

30 The Peabody, Memphis 82.163 


TO 

FOLD 

Increase in the 
number of readers 
who took this 
survey since its 
launch in 1988. 


The Midwest 

TOP 15 

1 21c Museum Hotel, Cincinnati 93.479 

2 Hotel Sorella Country Club Plaza, 
Kansas City, Mo. 92.186 

3 Skirvin Hilton, Cklahoma City, 

Ckla. 87.633 

4 JW Marriott Indianapolis 87.423 

5 The Iron Horse Hotel, Milwaukee 87.234 

6 The Saint Paul Hotel, St. Paul, 

Minn. 86.849 

7 Radisson Blu Mall of America, 
Bloomington, Minn. 85.698 

8 The Raphael Hotel, Kansas City, Mo. 

85.661 

9 White Gull Inn, Fish Creek, Wis. 85.144 

10 Hotel Iroquois, Mackinac Island, 

Mich. 84.583 

11 The Townsend Hotel, Birmingham, 

Mich. 84.444 

12 Conrad Indianapolis 83.514 

13 The Cincinnatian Hotel, 

Cincinnati 82.417 

14 Inn on Woodlake, Kohler, Wis. 82.361 

15 Ritz-Carlton, St. Louis 82.122 


The South 

TOP 30 

1 The Willcox, Aiken, S.C. 94.933 

2 The Inn & Club at Harbour Town, 
Hilton Head Island, S.C. 94.668 

3 Cld Edwards Inn and Spa, 
Highlands, N.C. 93.356 

4 21c Museum Hotel, Louisville 92.778 

5 River Inn of Harbor Town, 

Memphis 91.571 


Florida 
TOP 20 

1 The Alfond Inn, Winter Park 94.537 

2 The Hotel Zamora, St. Pete Beach 

90.196 

3 The Pearl Hotel, Rosemary 
Beach 90.057 

4 Vero Beach Hotel & Spa 89.815 

5 Thompson Miami Beach 89.352 

6 The Palms Hotel & Spa, 

Miami Beach 89.116 

7 Marquesa Hotel, Key West 88.902 

8 The Epicurean Hotel, Tampa 88.167 

9 The Chesterfield Palm Beach 87.934 

10 Mandarin Criental, Miami 87.512 

11 The Setai, Miami Beach 87.458 

12 Epic, Miami 85.929 

13 Edgewater Beach Hotel, Naples 85.885 

14 W Fort Lauderdale 85.404 

15 Sagamore, The Art Hotel, 

South Beach 85.392 

16 Viceroy Miami 84.167 

17 Hilton Cabana Miami Beach 84.000 

18 Casa Monica Hotel, 

St. Augustine 83.875 

19 Waldorf Astoria Criando 83.611 ^ 

20 JW Marriott Marquis Miami 83.508 q 
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Texas 

TOP 15 


READERS’ CHOICE 
AWARDS 


Southern California 

TOP 10 


1 Gage Hotel, Big Bend 93.193 

2 Hotel Valencia Riverwalk, 

San Antonio 92.907 

3 Mokara Hotel & Spa, 

San Antonio 92.868 

4 JW Marriott Austin 90.983 

5 Hotei Soreiia CityCentre, 

Houston 90.721 

6 Rosewood Mansion on 
Turtie Creek, Daiias 89.643 

7 Hotei ZaZa Daiias 88.224 

8 Hotei icon, Houston 88.190 

9 Omni La Mansion dei Rio, 

San Antonio 86.778 

10 Hyatt Market Street, 
TheWoodiands 85.313 

11 Rosewood Crescent, Daiias 84.833 

12 The Joule Hotel, Dallas 84.706 

13 Ritz-Carlton, Dallas 84.583 

14 The Houstonian Hotel, Club & Spa, 
Houston 82.646 

15 Hotel ZaZa Houston 82.039 


The Southwest 

TOP 12 

1 L’AubergedeSedona 91.775 

2 Inn and Spa at Loretto, Santa Fe 88.785 

3 The Inn ofthe Five Graces, 

Santa Fe 88.278 

4 TheHermosainn, 

Paradise Vaiiey,Ariz. 87.013 

5 Paiacio de Marquesa, Taos 86.616 

6 Hotei Vaiiey Ho, Scottsdale 86.239 

7 Arizona Inn, Tucson 86.202 

8 Rosewood Inn ofthe Anasazi, 

Santa Fe 85.662 

9 La Fonda on the Plaza, Santa Fe 85.516 

10 Los Poblanos Historic Inn & 

Crganic Farm, Albuquerque 83.929 

11 Las Palomas Hotel, Santa Fe 83.292 

12 Inn on the Alameda, Santa Fe 82.786 


The West 

TOP 15 

1 LumiereTelluride 93.092 

2 The Sebastian, Vail 91.706 

3 Madeline Hotei & Residences, 
Teiiuride 91.322 

4 The Crawford Hotei, Denver 91.075 

5 The Grand America Hotei, 

Sait Lake City 89.039 

6 The Chateaux Deer Vaiiey, 

Park City, Utah 87.902 

7 The Cxford Hotei, Denver 87.278 

8 Hotei Teatro, Denver 86.488 

9 Desert Peari inn, Springdaie, 

Utah 85.000 

10 St Juiien Hotel & Spa, Boulder 84.399 

11 HotelJerome, Aspen 83.407 

12 New Sheridan Hotel, Teiiuride 83.214 

13 Limeiight Hotei, Aspen 82.733 

14 The Wort Hotei, Jackson, Wyo. 82.540 

15 The Brown Paiace Hotei and Spa, 
Denver 82.060 


Northern California 

TOP 30 

1 Theinn Above Tide, Sausaiito 94.178 

2 North Biock Hotei, Yountviiie 92.778 

3 Brewery Guich inn, Mendocino 92.593 

4 Post Ranch inn. Big Sur 92.515 

5 Cavaiio Point, Sausaiito 92.014 

6 The Carneros inn, Napa 90.821 

7 Bardessono, Yountviiie 90.323 

8 Aubergedu Soleil, Rutherford 89.891 

9 Chateau du Bureau, Oakhurst 89.583 

10 Vintners Inn, Santa Rosa 88.967 

11 Hotel Valencia Santana Row, 

San Jose 88.278 

12 The Farmhouse inn, 

Russian River Valley 87.644 

13 Bernardus Lodge & Spa, 

Carmel Valley 87.640 

14 H2hotel, Healdsburg 86.908 

15 Andaz Napa 86.758 

16 Madrona Manor, Healdsburg 86.666 

17 Hotel Yountviiie 85.682 

18 Ventana Inn & Spa, Big Sur 85.581 

19 L’Auberge Carmei 84.969 

20 Rosewood Sand Hiii, Menio Park 84.902 

21 MacArthur Piace, Sonoma 83.888 

22 The Stanford inn by the Sea, 

Mendocino 83.640 

23 Miiiiken Creek inn and Spa, Napa 83.502 

24 Harvest inn by Chariie Paimer, 

St. Heiena 83.443 

25 Mendocino Hotel & Garden 
Suites 83.333 

26 Hotei Chevai, Paso Robies 82.569 

27 The Citizen Hotei, Sacramento 82.264 

28 The Westin San Jose (formeriy Sainte 
Ciaire), San Jose 82.167 

29 Hotei Heaidsburg 82.065 

30 Aibion River inn, Mendocino 82.009 


L.A. 

The most appealing 
destination city in 
the U.S. for Readers’ 
Choice Millennials. 


This year’s list 
includes 465 hotels 
and resorts 
new to the Readers’ 
Choice Awards. 
Most astonishingly, 
a handful of them 
opened their doors 
only recently, 
including The 
Peninsula Paris and 
the Waldorf 
Astoria Amsterdam. 


1 Four Seasons Hotei Westiake 
Viilage 93.460 

2 San Ysidro Ranch, Santa Barbara 88.108 

3 The inn at Rancho Santa Fe, 

San Diego 83.970 

4 The Langham Huntington, Pasadena, 
LosAngeies 83.624 

5 Andaz San Diego 82.921 

6 Spanish Garden inn, 

Santa Barbara 82.884 

7 inn on Mt. Ada, Cataiina island 82.760 

8 Belmond El Encanto, 

Santa Barbara 82.716 

9 Canary, Santa Barbara 82.589 

10 Grande Colonial La Jolla Hotel 82.183 


The Pacific Ncrthwest 

TOP 20 

1 The Cxford Hotel, Bend, Cre. 92.250 

2 Hotel deLuxe, Portland 92.008 

3 The Allison Inn & Spa, 

Willamette Valley, Cre. 91.689 

4 Hotel Murano, Tacoma 89.918 

5 Hotel 1000, Seattle 89.254 

6 Hotel Lucia, Portland 89.038 

7 Inn at the Market, Seattle 89.024 

8 TuTu’ Tun Lodge, 

Gold Beach, Cre. 88.906 

9 Stephanie Inn, 

Cannon Beach, Cre. 88.108 

10 Four Seasons Hotel Seattle 86.991 

11 Sentinel Hotel, Portland 86.823 

12 Salish Lodge & Spa, 

Snoqualmie, Wash. 86.734 

13 The Nines (Luxury Coiiection), 

Portiand 86.539 

14 Hotei Monaco Seattle 85.586 

15 Hotel Vintage, Seattle 84.911 

16 Hotel Monaco Portland 84.836 

17 Alexis Hotel, Seattle 84.779 

18 Fairmont Clympic Hotel, Seattle 84.614 

19 The Historic Davenport Hotel, 

Spokane 84.516 

20 The Heathman Hotel, Portland 82.369 



Hawaii 

TOP 5 

1 Trump International Hotel Waikiki 
Beach Waik, Honoiulu 91.667 

2 Hotei Waiiea Maui 91.250 

3 Halekuiani, Honoiuiu 89.511 

4 The Modern Honoiuiu 83.931 

5 The Royai Hawaiian (Luxury 
Coiiection), Honoiuiu 82.904 
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'SAVE THE DATE I Saborea Puerto Rico: A Culinary Extravaganza* I April 7-10, 2016 


I^Y HEART 
THERE? 
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Old San Juan 


The pretty houses, the narrow yrihdmg, 
slopy cobbled stroep, the ^la^s here 
and there, those wi^ght j|Dh balcony 
rails and chat smatterJng of colors'* and 
i haven’t even count^o th^ historical 
plades, lovely apferles. nll^ cafes, 
wonderful local vibe... You can't mtss;'^' 1 
Old San Juan, and once you are there and 
back, YOU CANNOT STOP MISSING IT:J 


Olct Sanjuatt is notSply a UN&CO World Hentsge 
n’s a five itar worMfteM aitnawfort. - ■ 


Live your own fiVo\ 
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EUROPE 


TOP 10 OVERALL 


1 Portrait Roma, Rome 98.009 

2 Summer Lodge Country House Hotel, 
Dorset, England 96.627 

3 Palazzo Avino, Ravello, Italy 96.167 

4 Hotel d’Angleterre, Geneva 96.162 

5 The Peninsula Paris 94.940 

6 Le Bristol Paris 94.684 

7 Baurau Lac, Zurich 94.676 

8 J.K. Place Roma, Rome 94.444 

9 CastellodiCasole, Tuscany 94.415 

10 Portrait Firenze, Florence 94.271 


London 

TOP 30 

1 The Soho Hotel 93.287 

2 Egerton House Hotel 91.928 

3 The Goring 91.674 

4 Charlotte Street Hotel 91.172 

5 Corinthia Hotel London 89.800 

6 The Milestone Hotel 89.540 

7 Hotel 41 89.229 

8 Rosewood London 88.841 

9 Mandarin Criental Hyde Park 87.899 

10 Brown’s Hotel 87.712 

11 The Ritz London 87.700 

12 The Savoy 87.251 

13 The Langham, London 87.000 

14 Shangri-La Hotel, At The Shard, 
London 86.852 

15 The London Edition 86.458 

16 The Dorchester 85.372 

17 Claridge’s 85.278 

18 Metropolitan by CCMC 85.275 

19 The Stafford 84.713 

20 The Landmark London 83.704 


15 

DAYS 

Paid national holidays 
guaranteed to 
Austrians every year — 
in the U.S. 
there are none. 


For more on this year’s Readers’ Choice Awards, 
check out cntraveler.com/rca. 


The third most popular 
destination in the world 
for U.S. tourists after Mexico 
and Canada is the United 
Kingdom, generating an 
eclectic list of 40 properties- 
from country-house hotels 
to urban bolt-holes. 


21 The Connaught 83.395 

22 The Berkeley 83.188 

23 St. Pancras Renaissance 
London Hotel 83.056 

24 Four Seasons Hotel London at 
Park Lane 82.816 

25 The Ampersand Hotel 82.708 

26 London Marriott Hotel 
County Hall 82.556 

27 Hyatt Regency London-The 
Churchill 82.193 

28 Four Seasons Hotel London at 
Canary Wharf 82.143 

29 St Martins Lane London 82.123 

30 Blakes London 82.073 


United Kingdom 

(not including London) 

TOP 10 

1 Summer Lodge Country House Hotel, 
Dorset 96.627 

2 Gravetye Manor, Sussex 94.000 

3 Cliveden House, Berkshire 92.708 

4 Inverlochy Castle Hotel, 

Fort William, Scotland 91.894 

5 Belmond Le Manoir aux Quat’Saisons, 
Cxford 89.717 

6 The Chester Grosvenor, 

Cheshire 85.889 

7 The St. David’s Hotel & Spa, 

Cardiff, Wales 84.306 

8 The Royal Crescent Hotel & Spa, 

Bath 82.956 

9 Cld Bank Hotel, Oxford 82.210 

10 Waldorf Astoria Edinburgh- 
The Caledonian 82.115 


Ireland 

TOP 12 

1 Lough Eske Castle, Co. Donegal 90.000 

2 The River Lee Hotel, Cork 88.611 

3 Ballymaloe House, Co. Cork 87.902 

4 The Merrion, Dublin 86.856 

5 The Fitzwilliam Dublin Hotel 86.293 

6 Ballynahinch Castle Hotel, 

Co. Galway 85.547 

7 Hayfield Manor Hotel, Cork 85.327 

8 The Cliff House Hotel, 

Co. Waterford 85.038 

9 The Malton, Co. Kerry 83.810 

10 The Killarney Park Hotel, 

Co. Kerry 83.786 

11 Four Seasons Hotel Dublin 83.750 

12 Park Hotel Kenmare, Co. Kerry 82.808 
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^SIIA^ERSEA' 


LIVE THE 

STORIES 
YOFD LOVE 

TO TT^T T 

i Til i I i 

LET THE TALES BEGIN WITH OUR WORLDWIDE VOYAG ES 
AND AN EXCLUSIVE OFFER FOR CONDE NAST TRAVELER READERS 



We’ve never seen such 
adoration for hotels 
in Italy: 77 in total made 
the list-including 
5 from the Lungarno 
Collection, designed 
by Florentine architect 
Michele Bonan and 
overseen by the son of 
legendary shoemaker 
Salvatore Ferragamo. 


Paris 

TOP 20 

1 The Peninsula Paris 94.940 

2 Le Bristol Paris 94.684 

3 Le Royal Monceau- Raffles Paris 89.977 

4 Four Seasons Hotel George V, 

Paris 88.836 

5 Hotel Plaza Athenee 88.833 

6 Hotel d’Aubusson 88.825 

7 LeMeurice 88.384 

8 Shangri-La Hotel, Paris 87.790 

9 Prince de Galles (Luxury 
Collection) 87.701 

10 Le Pavilion de la Reine 87.456 

11 Park Hyatt Paris-Venddme 86.915 

12 Mandarin Oriental, Paris 86.422 

13 UHotel 86.264 

14 Saint James Paris 86.232 

15 Hotel Scribe Paris 85.490 

16 Hotel Raphael 84.667 

17 Grand Hotel du Palais Royal 84.435 

18 Amarante Champs-Elysees 84.167 

19 Trianon Palace Versailles 
(Waldorf Astoria) 83.922 

20 Hotel Lancaster 83.077 


France & Monaco 

(not including Paris) 

TOP 20 

1 Chateau de la Chevre d’Or, Eze 92.240 

2 Hotel Crillon le Brave, Provence 90.774 

3 Villa Lara, Bayeux, Normandy 90.611 

4 Hotel du Cap-Eden-Roc, 

Capd’Antibes 90.000 

5 Hotel de Paris, Monte Carlo 89.551 

6 Chateau Eza, Eze 89.427 

7 Hotel Hermitage, Monte Carlo 88.971 

8 Domaine Les Crayeres, Reims 88.462 

9 Domaine des Hautsde Loire, 

Cnzain 88.382 

10 La Villa Galilei, Aix-en-Provence 87.206 

11 Hotel du Palais, Biarritz 85.685 

12 Grand-Hotel du Cap-Ferrat, A Four 
Seasons Hotel 84.321 

13 Fairmont Monte Carlo 83.874 

14 Boscolo Exedra Nice 83.571 

15 La Mirande, Avignon 82.738 

16 Hyatt Regency Nice Palais de la 
Mediterranee 82.695 

17 Domaine de la Baume,Tourtour 82.616 

18 Hotel Le Cep, Beaune 82.577 

19 Hotel de la Cite, Carcassonne 82.480 

20 Grand Hotel de Bordeaux & Spa 82.351 


READERS’ CHOICE 
AWARDS 


9 Hotel Lungarno 86.480 

10 Grand Hotel Villa Cora 85.144 

11 Plaza Hotel Lucchesi 83.583 

12 Gallery Hotel Art 82.440 

13 Hotel Helvetia & Bristol 82.298 

14 Hotel L’Crologio Florence 82.177 

15 Hotel Savoy 82.010 



Venice 

TOP 12 

1 Belmond Hotel Cipriani 91.566 

2 St. Regis Venice San Clemente 
Palace 90.833 

3 The Gritti Palace (Luxury 
Collection) 88.805 

4 Baglioni Hotel Luna 88.415 

5 Hotel Metropole 85.403 

6 Westin Europa & Regina 85.173 

7 Bauers UHotel 84.968 

8 Bauers II Palazzo 84.841 

9 Hotel Monaco & Grand Canal 84.405 

10 Hotel Daniel! (Luxury Collection) 83.829 

11 Hotel Londra Palace 83.712 

12 Ca’Sagredo Hotel 83.258 


o 

OUT OF 

lO 

CITIES 

Of the top ten cities in 
the world that first-time 
Readers’ Choice 
visitors would return to, 
nine are in Italy. 


Rcme 

TOP 20 

1 Portrait Roma 98.009 

2 J.K. Place Roma 94.444 

3 The First Luxury Art Hotel Roma 88.750 

4 Hotel Raphael 88.512 

5 HasslerRoma 87.141 

6 Grand Hotel Palace (formerly 
Boscolo) 85.177 

7 Hotel Eden Rome 84.967 

8 Baglioni Hotel Regina 84.746 

9 Boscolo Exedra Roma 84.639 

10 Aldrovandi Villa Borghese 84.444 

11 St. Regis Rome 84.383 

12 Rome Cavalier! (Waldorf 
Astoria) 84.300 

13 Hotel de Russie 84.095 

14 Grand Hotel Plaza 83.771 

15 Sofitel Rome Villa Borghese 82.714 

16 InterContinental De La Ville 
Roma 82.536 

17 Parco del Principe Grand 
Hotel & Spa 82.199 

18 Hotel Bernini Bristol 82.101 

19 Hotel Majestic Roma 82.016 

20 The Inn at the Spanish Steps 82.000 


FIcrence 

TOP 15 

1 Portrait Firenze 94.271 

2 II Salviatino, Fiesole 93.468 

3 Belmond Villa San Michele, 

Fiesole 92.130 

4 Continentale 90.288 

5 J.K. Place Firenze 88.587 

6 Westin Excelsior Florence 87.809 

7 Four Seasons Hotel Firenze 86.792 

8 St. Regis Florence 86.521 


Italy 

(not including Rome, Florence, or Venice) 

TOP 30 

1 Palazzo Avlno, Ravello 96.167 

2 CastellodiCasole, Tuscany 94.415 

3 II San Pietro di Positano 93.083 

4 J.K. Place Capri 92.982 

5 San Domenico Palace Hotel, 

Taormina, Sicily 92.917 

6 Belmond Hotel Caruso, Ravello 92.824 

7 Hotel II Pellicano, Tuscany 91.923 

8 LeSirenuse, Positano 91.023 

9 Hotel Santa Caterina, Amalfi 89.470 

10 Belmond Hotel Splendido and Belmond 
Splendido Mare, Portofino 89.275 

11 II Falconiere, Tuscany 89.167 

12 Grand Hotel Tremezzo, 

Lake Como 88.882 

13 Castello Banfi-ll Borgo, Tuscany 88.782 

14 La Scalinatella, Capri 88.278 

15 Park Hyatt Milan 87.303 

16 Grand Hotel Quisisana, Capri 87.286 

17 Grand Hotel des Mes Borromees, 
LakeMaggiore 86.914 

18 Caesar Augustus, Capri 86.865 

19 Capri Palace Hotel & Spa 86.623 

20 Grand Hotel Excelsior Vittoria, 

Sorrento 86.414 

21 Palazzo Victoria, Verona 85.208 

22 Hotel Principe diSavoia, Milan 85.020 

23 Belmond Grand Hotel Timeo, 

Taormina, Sicily 84.657 

24 Hotel BucadlBacco, Positano 83.750 

25 Grand Hotel Villa Serbelloni, 

Lake Como 83.383 

26 Grand Hotel Vesuvio, Naples 83.304 

27 Monastero Santa Rosa Hotel & Spa, 
Amalfi 83.073 

28 Grand Hotel Miramare, Liguria 82.891 

29 Four Seasons Hotel Milano 82.287 

30 Bulgari Hotel Milan 82.018 
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NEWS, UPDATES, AND EVENTS EROM THE PUatlSHER OE CDNDE HAST TflAVELEft 


THE NEW YORK EDITION 

NY NEVER LOOKED SO GOOD 

A land mark building on Madison 
Avenue^ The New York EDITION 
boasts 273 rooms and luxury suites, 
a Michelin- starred chef restaurant, 
spa and complimentary house car* 
The hotel is currently offering 25%- 
33% off for 2- nr 3-niglit weekend stay, 
(Offer: Stay a Little; Stay a While, 
Book and Stay by March 31, 2016.) 



sditionhotels.com 



VISIT SOUTH WALTON 

MILES OF BEACH BLISS 

[^atcd Eiloni' a 2€-nii1e stretch on Northwest Florida's Gulf 
Coast. South Waliun encompasses a strand of 1(J acclaimed beach 
neighborhoods, each with its unique style. Renowned for tur- 
quoise water and sugar- white sand, SuiiLli Walton is continually 
recogni:ted as a premier destination that offers an upscale yet 
casual place to build lasting nremories. 

Find your perfect beech at visitsouThwalton.com 


SERIOUSLY 

LUXURIOUS 

SPACES 


1^1 an ning your next 
vacation? Let SLS 
South Beach help 
you w\t\i a $150 flight 
credit and daily 
breakfast for two for 
travel through March 
31,2016. Pricing 
starts at S285 USD 
per night. 

To book visit 
s Issou thbeach/speci als 


EAfRMOHT MIRAMAR HOfEi « RUNOALOWS 

BUNGALOW EXPEBIENCE 

Fairmont Miramar Hotel & Bungalows 
is the ideal beach destination for those 
seeking an urban retreat. Relax in a pri- 
vate "surf modern** bungalow and enjoy 
amenities such as a minibar credit and 
complimentary valet parking. 

f airmon t .cam/sanis -m on ic a 


Sl$ SOUTH SEACH 


ABOVE: 

GUflal Pooi flt 
SLS Miami 


VISIT CNTTOST.dOM FOR MORE 




READERS’ CHOICE 
AWARDS 


Greece & Turkey 

TOP 12 


Amsterdam 

TOP 10 


1 Four Seasons Hotel Istanbul at the 
Bosphorus 90.858 

2 Qiragan Palace Kempinski, 

Istanbul 89.904 

3 Ritz-Carlton, Istanbul 88.167 

4 Four Seasons Hotel Istanbul at 
Sultanahmet 87.926 

5 InterContinental Istanbul 86.250 

6 Pera Palace Hotel Jumeirah, 

Istanbul 85.602 

7 Conrad Istanbul Bosphorus 85.185 

8 Hotel Grande Bretagne (Luxury 
Collection), Athens 85.028 

9 Shangri-La Bosphorus, istanbui 84.722 

10 New Hotei, Athens 83.636 

11 King George (Luxury Coiiection), 
Athens 83.333 

12 Park Hyatt istanbui-Ma 9 ka 
Palas 82.798 


Spain & Portugal 

TOP 20 

1 The Yeatman Hotei, Porto, 

Portugal 93.229 

2 Majestic Hotei & Spa, Barcelona 89.889 

3 Hotel Maria Cristina (Luxury Coiiection), 
San Sebastian 88.514 

4 Hotei Arts, Barceiona 88.443 

5 Gran MeiiaFenix, Madrid 87.375 

6 Hotei Ritz, Madrid 87.262 

7 Four Seasons Hotei Ritz Lisbon 86.557 

8 interContinentai Porto-Paiacio das 
Cardosas, Portugai 86.250 

9 Parador de Granada, Spain 85.806 

10 Hotei Aifonso Xiii (Luxury Coiiection), 
Sevilie 85.313 

11 Mandarin Crientai, Barceiona 85.014 

12 Tivoii Lisboa 84.914 

13 Hotei 1898, Barceiona 83.854 

14 W Barceiona 83.654 

15 Hotei Ciaris Grand Luxe 
Barceiona 83.594 

16 Gaiiery Barceiona Hotei 83.578 

17 Gran Meiia Coion, Seviile 83.199 

18 Westin Paiace, Madrid 82.955 

19 Viiia Magna, Madrid 82.912 

20 Parador de Santiago de Composteia, 
Spain 82.304 


Switzerland 

TOP 12 

1 Hotei d’Angieterre, Geneva 96.162 

2 Baur au Lac, Zurich 94.676 

3 Victoria- Jungfrau Grand Hotel & Spa, 
Interlaken 92.115 

4 Fairmont Le Montreux Paiace 90.211 

5 Four Seasons Hotei des Bergues 
Geneva 90.000 

6 Park Hyatt Zurich 88.988 

7 Beau-Rivage Paiace, Lausanne 88.294 

8 Hotei Schweizerhof Luzern 88.263 

9 Paiace Luzern 88.202 

10 Grand Hotei LesTrois Rois, 

Basel 86.000 

11 Grand Hotel Suisse Majestic, 

Montreux 84.510 

12 Grand Hotei Nationai Luzern 83.952 


IS'" 

CENTURY 

The Parador de 
Santiago de 
Compostela in Spain 
hosted its 

first guests — traveling 
pilgrims — in 1499. 


Central Europe 

TOP 25 

1 Mandarin Crientai, Prague 93.442 

2 Four Seasons Hotei Gresham Paiace 
Budapest 91.296 

3 Ritz-Cariton, Vienna 90.877 

4 Four Seasons Hotel Prague 89.922 

5 Sofitel Budapest Chain Bridge 88.961 

6 Corinthia Hotei Budapest 88.854 

7 Le Meridien Budapest 88.635 

8 Hotei Sacher Vienna 87.576 

9 Aichymist Grand Hotei & Spa, 

Prague 87.440 

10 Kempinski Hotei Corvinus, 

Budapest 87.089 

11 Hotei Sacher Saizburg 85.850 

12 Espianade Zagreb Hotei, Croatia 85.119 

13 Hotei Bristoi (Luxury Coiiection), 
Vienna 84.896 

14 Hotei Goidener Hirsch (Luxury 
Coiiection), Saizburg 84.679 

15 Budapest Marriott Hotei 84.593 

16 Hotei Ariberg, Lech, Austria 83.681 

17 Radisson Biu Aicron Hotei, 

Prague 83.488 

18 Sofitei Vienna Stephansdom 83.482 

19 interContinentai Wien, Vienna 83.091 

20 JW Marriott Bucharest Grand Hotei, 
Romania 82.656 

21 Hotei imperiai (Luxury Coiiection), 
Vienna 82.473 

22 Boscolo Budapest 82.321 

23 interContinentai Prague 82.304 

24 Hotei Vestibui Paiace, Spiit, 

Croatia 82.244 

25 Hiiton Prague Cid Town 82.068 



1 Andaz Amsterdam 
Prinsengracht 93.167 

2 Conservatorium Hotei 92.544 

3 Waidorf Astoria Amsterdam 89.365 

4 De L’Europe 88.015 

5 Sofitei Legend The Grand 
Amsterdam 86.094 

6 Hotei Estherea 85.525 

7 Hotei Puiitzer 83.583 

8 Ambassade Hotei 83.486 

9 Grand Hotei Amrath Amsterdam 82.370 

10 interContinentai Amstei 
Amsterdam 82.101 


Northern Europe 

(not including Amsterdam) 

TOP 30 

1 Hotei de Rome, Beriin 93.833 

2 Grand Hotei Casseibergh, 

Bruges 92.396 

3 The Charies Hotei, Munich 90.685 

4 Viiia Kennedy, Frankfurt 90.556 

5 Hotei Dukes’ Paiace, Bruges 89.538 

6 Das Stue, Beriin 89.286 

7 Hotei Astoria, St. Petersburg 88.542 

8 Brenners Park-Hotel & Spa, 

Baden-Baden, Germany 88.395 

9 Hotel Kamp (Luxury Collection), 

Helsinki 88.194 

10 Hotei Adion Kempinski Beriin 87.406 

11 Ritz-Cariton, Beriin 87.158 

12 Hotei Bristoi (Luxury Coiiection), 

Warsaw 87.061 

13 Hotei Borg, Reykjavik 86.616 

14 Hotei Amigo, Brussels 86.411 

15 Grand Hotel Amrath Kurhaus 

The Hague (formerly Steigenberger), 

The Netherlands 86.228 

16 Radisson Royal Hotel, Moscow 86.198 

17 Hotel d’Angieterre, Copenhagen 85.875 

18 Grand Hotel, Stockholm 85.305 

19 Hotel Torbrau, Munich 85.250 

20 Hotei Vier Jahreszeiten Kempinski, 

Munich 85.104 

21 Le Meridien Grand Hotei Nuremberg, 

Germany 85.010 

22 The Thief, Oslo 85.000 

23 Regent Berlin 84.891 

24 Steigenberger Frankfurter Hof, 

Frankfurt 84.708 

25 Hotei MOnchen Paiace, Munich 84.137 

26 Fairmont Hotei Vier Jahreszeiten, 

Hamburg 83.333 

27 Hotei Budir, Snaefeilsnes, 
iceiand 83.165 

28 Ghent Marriott Hotei, Beigium 82.552 

29 Mandarin Crientai, Munich 82.540 ^ 

30 Ritz-Cariton, Moscow 82.361 h 
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amenca 


CHEERS TO BEING YOUR 
FAVORITE U.S. AIRLINE. 


We're not usually big on tooting our own horn, but when the recognition 
comes from you, it means a lot That’s why weTe proud to say that the readers 
of Conde Nest Traveler have voted us top U S. airline for the eighth year in a row, 
And we've got to admit, we love an encore. 


virginamerica.com 




READERS’ CHOICE 
AWARDS 


REST OF 
THE WORLD 


Vancouver 

TOP 10 

1 Loden Hotel 96.019 

2 Opus Hotel 90.071 

3 Fairmont Pacific Rim 88.687 

4 Shangri-La Hotel, Vancouver 87.708 

5 Rosewood Hotel Georgia 87.214 

6 L’Hermitage Hotel 86.587 

7 Fairmont Waterfront 84.265 

8 Four Seasons Hotel Vancouver 82.722 

9 Pan Pacific Vancouver 82.389 

10 Wedgewood Hotel & Spa 82.141 


cc 

Q. 


Canada 

(not including Vancouver) 

TOP 20 

1 Trump International Hotel & Tower 
Toronto 92.052 

2 Auberge Saint-Antoine, 

Quebec City 91.604 

3 The Hazelton Hotel, Toronto 90.625 

4 The Magnolia Hotel & Spa, 

Victoria, B.C. 89.616 

5 Manoir Hovey, North Hatley, 

Quebec 89.275 

6 Ritz-Carlton Montreal 86.840 

7 Langdon Hall Country House 

Hotel & Spa, Cambridge, Cntario 86.111 

8 Ritz-Carlton, Toronto 86.027 

9 Fairmont Le Chateau Frontenac, 

Quebec City 84.797 

10 Hastings House Country House Hotei, 
Sait Spring island, B.C. 84.583 

11 Hotel Nelligan, Montreal 83.558 

12 Auberge duVieux-Port, 

Montreal 83.079 

13 Fairmont Empress, Victoria, B.C. 82.934 

14 LePiaced’Armes Hotei & Suites, 
Montreai 82.680 

15 Le Germain Hotei Caigary, 

Alberta 82.552 

16 Hotel Le St- James, Montreal 82.253 

17 Sooke Harbour House, Vancouver 
Island, B.C. 82.143 

18 Four Seasons Hotel Toronto 82.099 

19 Windsor Arms Hotel, Toronto 82.079 

20 Shangri-La Hotel, Toronto 82.072 



The Caribbean & 

Central America 

TOP 10 

1 Casa Palopo, Lake Atitlan, 

Guatemala 90.774 

2 Hotel Casa Santo Domingo, 

Antigua, Guatemaia 88.925 

3 Waidorf Astoria Panama, 

Panama City, Panama 88.542 

4 Condado Vanderbiit Hotei, 

San Juan, P.R. 87.890 

5 Peace Lodge, La Paz Waterfall 
Gardens, Costa Rica 85.294 

6 Hotei Ei Convento, San Juan, P.R. 84.516 

7 Ei Convento Boutique Hotei, 

Antigua, Guatemaia 84.115 

8 Porta Hotei Antigua, Guatemaia 82.813 

9 American Trade Hotei, 

Panama City, Panama 82.396 

10 Finca Rosa Bianca Coffee 
Piantation Resort, Santa Barbara, 

Costa Rica 82.044 

Mexico 

TOP 10 

1 Las Aicobas (Luxury Coiiection), 

Mexico City 94.481 

2 St. Regis Mexico City 92.468 

3 Hotei Matiida, San Miguei de 
Aiiende 92.188 

4 Beimond Casa de Sierra Nevada, 

San Miguei de Aiiende 88.345 

5 Rosewood San Miguel de Aiiende 87.719 

6 Hotel Casa Natalia, San Jose 
deiCabo 86.905 

7 Hacienda San Angei, Puerto 
Vallarta 86.667 

8 Adobe Guadaiupe Vineyards & inn, 
Ensenada 84.167 

9 Four Seasons Hotei Mexico, D.F., 

Mexico City 83.854 

10 Quinta Reai Caxaca 82.410 


South America 

TOP 25 

1 HoteiUnique,Sao Paulo 91.667 

2 PalacioDuhau-Park Hyatt, Buenos 
Aires 91.616 

3 inkaterra La Casona, Cusco, Peru 91.439 

4 Aivear Paiace Hotei, Buenos 
Aires 91.409 

5 Sofitel Legend Santa Ciara 
Cartagena, Colombia 90.304 

6 Sumaq Machu Picchu Hotei, 

Peru 89.596 

7 Aranwa Sacred Vaiiey Hotei 
& Weiiness, Peru 88.561 

8 Park Tower (Luxury Coiiection), 

Buenos Aires 87.431 

9 FasanoSaoPauio 87.167 
JW Marriott Ei Convento Cusco, 

Peru 86.984 

Beimond Hotei Monasterio, 

Cusco, Peru 86.808 
Beimond Hotei das Cataratas, 

Foz do iguagu, Brazii 86.577 
Ritz-Cariton, Santiago 85.962 
inkaterra Machu Picchu Puebio Hotei, 
Peru 85.951 

Casa San Agustin, Cartagena, 

Coiombia 85.417 

16 Four Seasons Hotei Buenos Aires 

84.692 

17 Aranwa Cusco Boutique Hotei, 

Peru 84.551 

18 Sofitei Buenos Aires 84.375 

19 Beimond Mirafiores Park, Lima 84.228 

20 Paiacio dei inka (Luxury Coiiection), 
Cusco, Peru 83.686 

21 Beimond Hotei Rio Sagrado, Sacred 
Vaiiey, Peru 83.452 

22 B.C.G. Hotel, Bogota 83.333 

23 Fasano Rio de Janeiro 83.167 

24 JW Marriott Hotei Lima 82.315 

25 Beimond Copacabana Paiace, 

Rio de Janeiro 82.085 


11,900 

FEET 

Altitude of Cusco, 
Peru, a perennial 
favorite stop en route 
to Machu Picchu 
and the Sacred Valley. 
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READERS’ CHOICE 
AWARDS 


China 

TOP 40 

1 The Peninsula Shanghai 93.281 

2 Jing An Shangri-La Hotel, West 
Shanghai 92.857 

3 Ritz-Carlton, Beijing 92.814 

4 Fairmont Peace Hotel, Shanghai 92.715 

5 PuLi Hotel and Spa, Shanghai 92.708 

6 Ritz-Carlton Shanghai, Pudong 92.444 

7 Ritz-Carlton Beijing, Financial 
Street 92.217 

8 The Peninsula Hong Kong 91.893 

9 Kerry Hotel, Beijing 91.782 

10 Regent Beijing 90.914 

11 The Upper House, Hong Kong 90.625 

12 Westin Bund Center, Shanghai 90.147 


13 Kowloon Shangri-La, Hong Kong 90.007 

14 Four Seasons Hotel Shanghai 89.990 

15 Mandarin Criental Pudong, 

Shanghai 89.783 

16 Raffles Beijing 89.697 

17 Pudong Shangri-La, East 
Shanghai 89.657 

18 Ritz-Carlton, Hong Kong 89.338 

19 Portman Ritz-Carlton, Shanghai 89.054 

20 Westin Beijing Chaoyang 88.988 

21 Westin Beijing Financial Street 88.924 

22 Mandarin Criental, Hong Kong 88.837 

23 Waldorf Astoria Shanghai on the 
Bund 88.333 

24 Fairmont Beijing Hotel 87.895 

25 St. Regis Beijing 87.862 

26 Park Hyatt Beijing 87.103 


5 

CITIES 

Fierce competition 
between hotels in three 
of China’s largest 
cities — Beijing, Hong 
Kong, and Shanghai — 
left little room for 
properties elsewhere. 


In all, there are 63 Four 
Seasons hotels and 
resorts on this year’s list, 
the most of any brand. 
Next in line is Ritz-Carlton, 
with 46 properties. 


27 Four Seasons Hotel Shanghai 
at Pudong 86.505 

28 Grand Hyatt Shanghai 86.273 

29 Four Seasons Hotel Hong Kong 85.769 

30 InterContinental Hong Kong 85.402 

31 Island Shangri-La, Hong Kong 85.286 

32 Shangri-La Hotel, Beijing 84.702 

33 Conrad Hong Kong 84.354 

34 Park Hyatt Shanghai 84.125 

35 Four Seasons Hotel Beijing 84.018 

36 Conrad Beijing 83.929 

37 Shangri-La Hotel, Xi’an 83.153 

38 JW Marriott Hotel Beijing 83.017 

39 Mandarin Criental, Guangzhou 82.500 

40 JW Marriott Shanghai at Tomorrow 
Square 82.303 


India & the Himalayas 

TOP 20 

1 Cberoi Udaivilas, Udaipur, India 94.424 

2 Taj Lake Palace, Udaipur, India 91.432 

3 The Cberoi, Mumbai, India 91.136 

4 CberoiRaJvilas, Jaipur, India 89.972 

5 The Taj Mahal Palace, Mumbai, 

India 89.456 

6 The Cberoi Grand, Kolkata, India 88.056 

7 Dwarika’s Hotel, Kathmandu, 

Nepal 87.917 

8 Taj Tashi, Thimphu, Bhutan 87.010 

9 Cberoi Amarvilas, Agra, India 85.884 

10 The Leela Palace New Delhi, India 85.192 

11 Jai Mahal Palace (Taj), Jaipur, 

India 84.226 

12 Rambagh Palace (Taj), Jaipur, 

India 84.191 

13 The Cberoi, Bangalore, India 83.910 

14 Taj Mahal Hotel, New Delhi, India 83.827 

15 TheCberoi, New Delhi, India 83.333 

16 Taj West End, Bangalore, India 83.284 

17 ITC Mughal (Luxury Collection), 

Agra, India 83.159 

18 Umaid Bhawan Palace (Taj), Jodhpur, 
India 82.702 

19 JWMarriottMumbaiJuhu, India 82.079 

20 The Imperial, New Delhi, India 82.038 
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HOW CAN YOU 
EXPLAIN THE^, 
UNEXPLAINABUI 


LIKE TRAVELING B 
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YUCATAN PENINSULA 

DIVINE WONDERS 



M EXICO’S MYSTICAL SOUTHEAST CORNER SPRAWLS OVER THREE 

states and boasts some of the most mesmerizinK beache^^, cTystalline w^aters, 
and all of tlie awe-inspiring mins yon could ever hope to experieDce, From 
scubadmng along coral reefs to ogling jungle-entangled pwamids and kicking back 
poolside before your hot-stone massage— the Yucatan Peninsula lias it alk 
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FOR MORE QH THE YUCATAN PCNIHRULA, CO TO VIRITMERICO-COM 






THK MOST MKSMKKIZING 
ltKACIIKS,tlOSTALIJ\i: 
M A TKIIS, AM) ALI. OI TIIK 
AWIMNSiniUNG III INS 
VOl COI LDFVKHIIOPK 
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> Your wond rous journey begins i n 
Cancun. The epicenter of all that U 
well appointed, here you'll find 
five-star comforts, sparkling sapphire 
waters, impeccable restaurants, and a 
thriving nightlife. A stone's throw^ 
from the resort scene, how^ever, the 
streets are sprinkled with cantina- 
style eateries and colorful open-air 
markets begging to be explored. 

Travel south from Can cun and 
along w'hat Is arguably one of the 
most breathtaking coastlines in Mex- 
ico. The magical Riviera Maya is an 
SO-mile stretch of postcard- perfect 
beaches, cool-w^ater cenotes (natural 
limestone pools), and sleepy fishing 
villages. If it’s urban chic you seek, 
you’ll find It in Playa del Carmen— but 
Playa has nothing on the spectacu- 
lar cliff ruins of 'l\tlum. No worries, 
though. Riviera Maya is so seamless- 
ly interconnected, you can snorkel in 
the blue-green waters of Puerto Mo- 
relos, swing by Playa del Carmen for 
a little ceviche and shopping, and en- 
joy A candlelit dinner in Tulum, all in 
the same day. Or bop Ihe quick ferry 


over to laid-back Cozumel. The tran- 
quil island is home to the world's sec- 
ond-largest coral reef and a haven for 
beach lovers and divers alike. 

Next, head inland to the intriguing 
slate of Yucatan. After a quick dip in 
the striking Cenote Dzitnup, it's time 
to hit the ruins. The peninsula is dot* 
ted w^ith ancient Maya sites, but Yu- 
catan possesses the bulk of the beat 
restored and most famous, including 
the sacred Chichen Itza. The soaring 
temples and carved columns are un- 
disputed masterpieces of Mesoameri- 
can architecture. The nearby Uxmal 
ruins are equally impressive- and 
unforgettable. Once you've soaked up 
the state's old-world wanders, ven- 
ture into the provincial '"Yellow Citj'" 
of IzamaK then immerse yourself in 
the cultural capital of the entire pen- 
insula, Merida, The city's rich history, 
picturesque plazas, and fascinating 
museums provide the perfect finale to 
your incredible journey. 


MEXICO 

LIVE fT TO BELIEVE IT 



Japan & North Asia 

TOP 20 

1 Hotel Okura Tokyo 91.520 

2 Mandarin Oriental, Tokyo 90.347 

3 JW Marriott Hotel Seoul 89.107 

4 Imperial Hotel, Tokyo 88.133 

5 W Taipei 88.117 

6 Gora Kadan, Fuji-Hakone-izu National 
Park, Japan 88.021 

7 Ritz-Carlton, Kyoto 87.609 

8 Park Hyatt Tokyo 87.558 

9 The Peninsula Tokyo 87.323 

10 Mandarin Oriental, Taipei 86.161 

11 imperiai Hotei, Osaka 85.298 

12 Shangri-La Hotei, Tokyo 85.294 

13 Ritz-Oariton, Tokyo 84.744 

14 Park Hyatt Seoui 84.444 

15 The Shiiia Seoui 83.287 

16 Paiace Hotei Tokyo 82.540 

17 Four Seasons Hotei Tokyo at 
Marunouchi 82.321 

18 Grand Hyatt Tokyo 82.255 

19 interOontinentai ANA The Strings 
Tokyo 82.222 

20 Hotei Okura Kyoto 82.098 


Singapore 

TOP 10 

1 Regent Singapore, A Four Seasons 
Hotei 88.333 

2 Raffies Hotei Singapore 86.950 

3 St. Regis Singapore 86.275 

4 Shangri-La Hotei, Singapore 86.257 

5 The Fuiierton Bay Hotei 86.034 

6 Ritz-Oariton, Miiienia Singapore 84.763 

7 Fairmont Singapore 83.443 

8 Four Seasons Hotei Singapore 82.360 

9 Marina Bay Sands 82.238 

10 The Fuiierton Hotei 82.179 


Bangkok 

TOP 10 

1 The Peninsula Bangkok 90.472 

2 Mandarin Oriental, Bangkok 90.266 

3 W Bangkok 88.426 

4 InterOontinentai Bangkok 87.967 

5 The Sukhothai Bangkok 87.202 

6 Shangri-La Hotei, Bangkok 87.080 

7 Sofitei So Bangkok 85.938 

8 Royai Orchid Sheraton Hotei & 
Towers 85.449 

9 St. Regis Bangkok 85.417 

10 Orientai Residence Bangkok 84.524 


READERS’ CHOICE 
AWARDS 


Southeast Asia 

(not including Singapore or Bangkok) 

TOP 15 

1 ShintaManiOiub,SiemReap, 
Oambodia 97.059 

2 Amansara, Siem Reap, Oambodia 

90.132 

3 Sofitei Legend Metropoie Hanoi, 
Vietnam 89.784 

4 Beimond La Residence d’Angkor, Siem 
Reap, Oambodia 88.542 

5 Sofitei Phnom Penh Phokeethra, 
Oambodia 88.522 

6 Beimond Governor’s Residence, 
Rangoon, Burma 88.514 

7 The Peninsula Maniia, 

Philippines 87.574 

8 Sofitei Saigon Piaza, Ho Ohi Minh Oity, 
Vietnam 87.374 

9 Hotei Muiia Senayan, Jakarta, 
Indonesia 83.523 

10 Park Hyatt Saigon, Ho Ohi Minh Oity, 
Vietnam 83.269 

11 Raffies Grand Hotei d’Angkor, 

Siem Reap, Oambodia 83.209 

12 Mandarin Orientai, Kuaia Lumpur, 
Maiaysia 83.083 

13 La Residence Hotel & Spa, Hue, 
Vietnam 82.726 

14 Park Hyatt Siem Reap, Oambodia 

82.466 

15 Raffies Hotei Le Royai, Phnom Penh, 
Oambodia 82.101 

Africa 

TOP 25 

1 Beimond Mount Nelson Hotel, 
OapeTown 93.235 

2 The Oyster Box, Durban, South 
Africa 92.333 

3 Eiierman House, Oape Town 92.244 

4 The Tweive Aposties Hotei and Spa, 
OapeTown 91.575 

5 Four Seasons Hotei Oairo at The First 
Residence 91.204 

6 Birkenhead House Hotei, Hermanus, 
South Africa 90.750 

7 Gibb’s Farm, Ngorongoro, 

Tanzania 89.539 

8 Saxon Hotei, Viilas and Spa, 
Johannesburg 89.286 

9 Babyionstoren, Stellenbosch, South 
Africa 88.750 

10 Giraffe Manor, Nairobi 88.548 


8 

MINUTES 

Time it takes to 
drive between your two 
favorite hotels at 
Victoria Falls (Zambia 
and Zimbabwe border 
crossings not included). 


Fans of mid- 
century modern 
architecture, 
take note: The 
iconic main 
wing of Tokyo’s 
Hotel Okura 
is being repiaced 
by a modern 
tower in time 
for the 2020 
Summer Olympics. 


11 La Residence, Franschhoek, South 
Africa 88.428 

12 One&Oniy Cape Town 87.792 

13 Cape Grace, Cape Town 87.286 

14 Four Seasons Hotei The Westciiff, 
Johannesburg 87.262 

15 The Table Bay, Cape Town 86.347 

16 The Royal Livingstone, Victoria Faiis, 
Zambia 86.302 

17 La Mamounia, Marrakech, 

Morocco 85.990 

18 Spier Hotei, Steiienbosch, South 
Africa 85.833 

19 Staniey & Livingstone Safari Lodge, 
Victoria Faiis, Zimbabwe 84.722 

20 Taj Cape Town 84.583 

21 Zanzibar Serena inn, Tanzania 84.461 

22 Le Ouartier Fran 9 ais, Franschhoek, 
South Africa 83.574 

23 54 on Bath, Johannesburg 83.521 

24 Ngorongoro Farm House, 

Tanzania 83.235 

25 Arusha Coffee Lodge, Tanzania 82.448 


The Middle East 

TOP 15 

1 Waldorf Astoria Jerusaiem 97.500 

2 Jumeirah Mina A’Saiam, Dubai 94.345 

3 Shangri-La Hotei, Oaryat Ai Beri, 

Abu Dhabi 91.667 

4 Yas Viceroy Abu Dhabi 90.905 

5 Jumeirah Beach Hotei, Dubai 89.352 

6 Mamiiia Hotei, Jerusaiem 88.698 

7 The Chedi Muscat, Cman 87.821 

8 King David Jerusaiem 87.778 

9 Jumeirah at Etihad Towers, 

Abu Dhabi 87.689 

10 JW Marriott Marquis Hotei Dubai 87.567 

11 BurJAi Arab Jumeirah, Dubai 86.161 

12 inbal Jerusaiem Hotei 85.944 

13 Dan Tel Aviv Hotei 84.757 

14 HiitonTei Aviv 83.946 

15 David Citadei Hotei, Jerusalem 82.667 


Australia & New Zealand 

TOP 15 

1 Park Hyatt Sydney 88.707 

2 Park Hyatt Melbourne 86.408 

3 Sydney Harbour Marriott Hotei at 
CircuiarOuay 86.328 

4 Shangri-La Hotei, Sydney 85.278 

5 The Langham, Melbourne 84.367 

6 The Langham, Sydney 84.327 

7 Hotel DeBrett, Auckland 83.452 

8 1888 Hotel, Sydney 83.095 

9 Crown Towers, Melbourne 82.973 

10 Hilton Sydney 82.594 

11 Four Seasons Hotel Sydney 82.590 

12 InterContinental Sydney 82.519 

13 Westin Melbourne 82.319 

14 InterContinental Melbourne 
The Rialto 82.024 

15 The Darling, Sydney 82.014 


For' more on this year’s Readers’ Choice Awards, 
check out cntraveler.com/rca. 
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n^lkrlion as 2()l.> CtJiule Xasi 'i'ravLHtT KeiukTi^’ Chok’L* Award ^vinricrs, 
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Exploiv these aixi oirrenthv purtfdlk^ uf iincomiiioii luxuiy hotels 
that are united, not hv what makes them the same, hut by the 
(vniarkable details lhal niake them difl'erent. 

THE LEADING HOTELS 

OF THE WORLD* 

LHW.COM/CNT + &66.444.2250 • #UNCOMMONTRAVEL 









Since first airing in 2011, HBO’s Game of Thrones 
series has boosted Northern ireiand’s economy by 
$170 miliion. Last year, 45 miiiion tourists chose 
a trip based on countries that had served as fiiming 
iocations for their favorite movies or TV shows. 


T9 

The number of 
islands, along with 500 
islets, that make up 
Croatia’s speotaoular 
Dalmatian Arohipelago. 


United States 

TOP 10 ISLANDS 

1 Maui 88.876 

2 Kauai 86.537 

3 Oahu 85.661 

4 Bigisiand 84.654 

5 Sea isiand, Ga. 84.409 

6 Aquidneck isiand, R.L 82.394 

7 Hiiton Head isiand, S.C. 82.166 

8 Kiawah isiand, S.C. 80.731 

9 Longboat Key, Fia. 79.985 

10 Ameiia isiand, Fia. 79.640 


Rest of the World 

TOP 20 ISLANDS 

1 Paiawan, Phiiippines 85.937 

2 Bora Bora, French Poiynesia 84.756 

3 Moorea, French Poiynesia 84.656 

4 Waiheke isiand. New Zeaiand 84.447 

5 Bermuda 84.245 

6 Great Barrier Reef, Austraiia 83.420 

7 Vancouver isiand, B.C., Canada 82.495 

8 Baii, indonesia 82.330 

9 Santorini, Greece 81.947 

10 Tasmania, Austraiia 81.810 

11 Cook isiands 81.326 

12 British Virgin isiands 80.960 

13 St. John, USVi 80.939 

14 Mykonos, Greece 80.938 

15 Boracay, Phiiippines 80.856 

16 Maidives 80.833 

17 Crkney isiands, Scotiand 80.603 

18 St. Lucia 80.569 

19 Cebu, Phiiippines 80.404 

20 Hvar & Daimatian isiands, 

Croatia 80.264 
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FREE 

LUXURY HOTEL PACKAGE' 
FREE 
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AIRPORT AND SNIP 

FREE 

PRE-PAID GRATUITIES 
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CALL 1.844.4REGENT (1.644.473.4368) [ VISITWWW.RSSC.COM 
OR CONTACT YOUR TRAVEL AGENT 
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READERS’ CHOICE 
AWARDS 



United States 

TOP 15 LARGE CITIES 

1 New York 85.944 

2 San Francisco 84.928 

3 Chicago 83.875 

4 Boston 83.513 

5 NewOrieans 82.870 

6 Washington, D.C. 81.722 

7 Honoiuiu 80.874 

8 Austin 80.584 

9 Seattie 80.330 

10 Portiand, Ore. 79.892 

11 San Diego 79.564 

12 San Antonio 79.440 

13 Nashviiie 78.782 

14 Denver 75.535 

15 Phiiadeiphia 75.210 


United States 
TOP 15 SMALL CITIES 

1 Charieston, S.C. 88.130 

2 Santa Fe 85.861 

3 Park City, Utah 84.866 

4 Aspen 83.069 

5 Savannah 82.258 

6 Teiiuride 81.973 

7 Sedona 81.574 

8 Carmei-by-the-Sea 81.285 

9 Asheviiie 81.131 

10 Newport, RJ. 80.333 

11 Napa 80.092 

12 Taos 79.827 

13 Laguna Beach 79.461 

14 Santa Barbara 78.518 

15 Napies, Fla. 78.322 


Rest of the World 

TOP 30 CITIES 

1 Florence 86.529 

2 Budapest 86.090 

3 Vienna 86.020 

4 Sydney 85.687 

5 Paris 85.485 

6 Rome 85.408 

7 Prague 85.309 

8 Bruges 85.132 

9 Kyoto 85.125 

10 London 84.906 

11 Jerusalem 84.715 

12 Salzburg 84.272 

13 Venice 84.232 

14 Barcelona 84.178 

15 Tokyo 84.004 

16 Cape Town 83.806 

17 Amsterdam 83.669 

18 Lucerne 83.148 

19 Vancouver 82.684 

20 Edinburgh 82.512 

21 Siena 82.289 

22 Madrid 82.261 

23 Quebec City 81.899 

24 Victoria, B.C. 81.655 

25 Singapore 81.550 

26 Hong Kong 81.525 

27 Dublin 81.372 

28 Shanghai 81.304 

29 Dresden 81.173 

30 Stockholm 81.072 
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UNITED STATES 


TOP 10 OVERALL 


1 The Lodge & Spa at Brush Creek Ranch, 
Saratoga, Wyo. 99.529 

2 Cal-a-Vie, Vista, Calif. 98.006 

3 The Lodge on Littie St. Simons 
isiand, Ga. 97.024 

4 C Lazy U Ranch, Granby, Coio. 96.778 

5 The Resort at Paws Up, Greenough, 
Mont. 96.731 

6 Hidden Pond, Kennebunkport, 

Maine 96.690 

7 TripieCreekRanch, Darby, Mont. 96.131 

8 St. Regis Deer Vaiiey, Park City, 

Utah 96.046 

9 The Lodge at Sea island GoifCiub, 

Ga. 95.977 

10 Stein Eriksen Lodge Deer Vaiiey, 

Park City, Utah 95.943 


New England 

TOP 20 

1 Hidden Pond, Kennebunkport, 

Maine 96.690 

2 Ccean House, Watch Hiil, R.L 95.273 

3 Wequassett Resort and GoifCiub, 
Cape Cod 95.138 

4 Winvian, Litchfieid Hills, Conn. 95.016 

5 Winnetu Cceanside Resort, Martha’s 
Vineyard 94.345 

6 Mirbeau inn&SpaatThe Pinehiiis, 
Piymouth, Mass. 93.590 

7 Weekapauginn, Westeriy, R.l. 93.258 

8 The Mansion at Ccean Edge Resort, 
Cape Cod 92.908 

9 Woodstock inn & Resort, Vt. 92.148 

10 The Samoset Resort, Rockport, 

Maine 91.243 

11 Mountain View Grand Resort & Spa, 
Whitefieid, N.H. 91.143 

12 TrappFamiiy Lodge, Stowe, Vt. 90.362 

13 Stowe Mountain Lodge, Vt. 89.575 

14 Cmni Mount Washington Resort, 
Bretton Woods, N.H. 87.829 

15 Inn bythe Sea, Cape Eiizabeth, 

Maine 85.620 

16 The Viiiages at Ccean Edge Resort, 
Cape Cod 85.168 


17 Chatham Bars inn. Cape Cod 84.991 

18 Canyon Ranch in Lenox, Mass. 82.589 

19 Topnotch Resort, Stowe, Vt. 82.147 

20 Equinox (Luxury Coiiection), 
Manchester Viiiage,Vt. 82.113 


TOO 


New York State & 
the Mid-Atlantic 
TOP 10 


SQUARE FEET 

Size of the luxury 
yurt at America’s top 
resort, The Lodge 
& Spa at Brush Creek 
Ranch in Wyoming — 
accessible only 
on horseback. 


1 The Lodge at Woodioch, 

Hawley, Pa. 94.675 

2 Whiteface Lodge, Lake Placid, 

N.Y. 93.585 

3 Falling Rock at Nemacolin Woodlands, 
Farmington, Pa. 91.865 

4 Lake Placid Lodge, N.Y. 90.233 

5 Mirbeau Inn & Spa, Skaneateles, 

N.Y. 89.950 

6 Mohonk Mountain House, New Paltz, 
N.Y. 89.797 

7 The Sagamore, Lake George, 

N.Y. 89.485 

8 Mirror Lake Inn Resort and Spa, Lake 
Placid, N.Y. 88.415 

9 The Point, Saranac Lake, N.Y. 85.714 

10 Cmni Bedford Springs Resort, 
Bedford, Pa. 85.126 
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TELS /THAT DWir 
HE DESThllAtlON 


ITC GRAND £H4RAT 

A luxury'collectIon hotel 

GURGAOM, INDIA 


ITC HOTEL 

fiES5=*0KS!iLE LUXUFiy 


ITC OASDENIil^, ITC GftANO ilUriTinWOffCADN, 

UIW DELHI CAPHAL PEGlON ITC GRAND CEHTpAL, ^tUMBAl 
ITC GRAND CNOLA, CHENNAI ITC KAKATIYA, HYDERABAD ITC MARATKA, MUP^BAI 
ITG MAURVA, NEW DELHI ITC MUGHAL, AGRA ITC RAjPUTANA, JASFUF 
ITC SOHAft, KQLItAlA ITC WINDSOR, BENGALURU 


Starwood 

Preferred 

Guest 


The Midwest 

TOP 10 

1 Canoe Bay, Chetek, Wis. 93.254 

2 Big Cedar Lodge, Ridgedale, Mo. 92.143 

3 The Csthoff Resort, Elkhart Lake, 

Wis. 91.156 

4 Sundara Inn & Spa, Wisconsin 
Dells 90.668 

5 The American Club, Kohler, Wis. 89.118 

6 Carriage House Suites at the American 
Club, Kohler, Wis. 87.235 

7 Madden’s on Gull Lake, Brainerd, 

Minn. 86.870 

8 West Baden Springs Hotel, French Lick, 
Ind. 86.620 

9 Grand Hotel, Mackinac Island, 

Mich. 86.348 

10 Grand View Lodge Golf Resort & Spa, 
Nisswa, Minn. 83.216 


The South 

TOP 20 

1 The Lodge on Little St. Simons 
Island, Ga. 97.024 

2 The Lodge at Sea Island Golf Club, 

Ga. 95.977 

3 Primland Resort, Meadows of Dan, 

Va. 95.862 

4 The Cloister, Sea Island, Ga. 94.697 

5 The Inn at Palmetto Bluff, A Montage 
Resort, Bluffton, S.C. 94.581 

6 The Sanctuary at Kiawah Island Golf 
Resort, S.C. 92.870 

7 Salamander Resort & Spa, 

Middleburg, Va. 92.519 

8 Colonial Houses, Williamsburg, Va. 91.552 

9 Palmetto Dunes Cceanfront Resort, 
Hilton Head Island, S.C. 91.396 

10 Greystone Inn, Lake Toxaway, 

N.C. 88.736 

11 Williamsburg Inn, Va. 88.609 

12 Pinehurst Resort, N.C. 87.401 

13 The Greenbrier, White Sulphur Springs, 
W.Va. 87.208 

14 The Cmni Homestead Resort, 

Hot Springs, Va. 86.062 

15 The Ballantyne Hotel and Lodge (Luxury 
Collection), Charlotte, N.C. 83.581 

16 The Cmni Grove Park Inn, 

Asheville, N.C. 82.950 

17 The Lodge and Spa at Callaway 
Gardens, Pine Mountain, Ga. 82.937 

18 Ritz-Carlton Lodge, Reynolds 
Plantation, Greensboro, Ga. 82.902 

19 Jekyll Island Club Hotel, Ga. 82.138 

20 Wild Dunes Resort, Isle of Palms, 

S.C. 82.116 


Florida (Atlantic & the Keys) 

TOP 25 

1 Eau Palm Beach Resort & Spa, 
Manalapan 91.917 

2 Acqualina Resort & Spa on the Beach, 
Sunny Isles Beach 90.875 

3 Little Palm Island Resort & Spa, Little 
Torch Key 90.199 

4 The Moorings Village & Spa, 
Islamorada 89.675 

5 The Breakers Palm Beach 88.489 

6 Sunset Key Cottages (Luxury 
Collection), Key West 87.277 


READERS’ CHOICE 
AWARDS 



GUESTS 

Maximum overnight 
guests at The 
Lodge on Little St. 
Simons Island at 
any given time — the 
perfeot plaoe for 
a full-island rental. 


7 Hammock Beach Resort, 

Palm Coast 86.988 

8 Four Seasons Resort Palm 
Beach 86.620 

9 Ccean Key Resort & Spa, 

Key West 86.194 

10 Ritz-Carlton, Fort Lauderdale 86.104 

11 Ritz-Carlton, Amelia Island 85.900 

12 The Marker Waterfront Resort Key 
West 85.342 

13 Cne Ccean Resort & Spa, Atlantic 
Beach 85.302 

14 St. Regis Bai Harbour Resort 84.807 

15 Pier House Resort & Spa, 

Key West 84.588 

16 Costa d’Este Beach Resort & Spa, Vero 
Beach 84.352 

17 Elizabeth Pointe Lodge, Amelia 
Island 84.254 

18 Ritz-Carlton, Key Biscayne 83.354 

19 Disney’s Vero Beach Resort 83.165 

20 Boca Beach Club (Waldorf Astoria), 
Boca Raton 83.107 

21 Pelican Grand Beach Resort, Fort 
Lauderdale 82.925 

22 Ponte Vedra Inn & Club 82.884 

23 Cmni Amelia Island Plantation 
Resort 82.797 

24 Hawks Cay Resort, Duck Key 82.558 

25 Ritz-Carlton Bal Harbour, Miami 82.434 


$ 5.50 

PER PERSON 

Cost of admission to 
Walt Disney World 
when it opened in 1971. 


Florida (Gulf & Central) 

TOP 25 

1 WaterColor Inn & Resort, Santa Rosa 
Beach 93.959 

2 The Gasparilla Inn & Club, Boca 
Grande 91.085 

3 Ritz-Carlton Criando, Grande 
Lakes 90.919 

4 B Resort & Spa, Lake Buena 
Vista 89.859 

5 Sandpearl Resort, Clearwater 
Beach 89.759 

6 LaPlaya Beach & Golf Resort, 

Naples 89.634 

7 The Resort at Longboat Key Club 

88.080 

8 Disney’s Grand Floridian Resort & Spa, 
Lake Buena Vista 87.108 

9 Ritz-Carlton, Naples 86.850 

10 Disney’s Wilderness Lodge, Lake Buena 
Vista 86.429 

11 Disney’s Animal Kingdom Lodge, Lake 
Buena Vista 85.990 

12 Disney’s Yacht Club Resort, Lake Buena 
Vista 85.669 

13 Ritz-Carlton, Sarasota 83.888 

14 JW Marriott Criando, Grande 
Lakes 83.789 

15 Loews Portofino Bay Hotel at Universal 
Criando 83.665 


16 Disney’s BoardWalk Inn, Lake Buena 
Vista 83.450 

17 Ritz-CarltonGolf Resort, Naples 83.313 

18 Marco Beach Ccean Resort, Marco 
Island 83.283 

19 Wyndham Bonnet Creek Resort, Lake 
Buena Vista 83.186 

20 The Vinoy Renaissance St. Petersburg 
Resort & Golf Club 83.039 

21 Disney’s Beach Club Resort, Lake Buena 
Vista 82.997 

22 Four Seasons Resort Criando at Walt 
Disney World Resort 82.724 

23 Disney’s Saratoga Springs Resort, Lake 
Buena Vista 82.327 

24 Arnold Palmer’s Bay Hill Club & Lodge, 
Orlando 82.238 

25 Disney’s Polynesian Village Resort, Lake 
Buena Vista 82.015 


Texas & the Southwest 

TOP 25 

1 Lake Austin Spa Resort 94.511 

2 Travaasa Austin 94.335 

3 Mii Amo, Sedona 93.168 

4 Miraval Arizona Resort & Spa, 

Tucson 90.808 

5 Sanctuary Camelback Mountain Resort 
and Spa, Scottsdale 90.395 

6 Four Seasons Resort Scottsdale at 
Troon North 89.232 

7 Ritz-Carlton, Dove Mountain, Marana, 
Ariz. 88.473 

8 Enchantment Resort, Sedona 87.525 

9 Royal Palms Resort and Spa, 

Phoenix 86.517 

10 The Phoenician (Luxury Collection), 
Scottsdale 86.203 

11 Four Seasons Resort Rancho 
Encantado Santa Fe 85.943 

12 Ten Thousand Waves, Santa Fe 85.725 

13 The Wigwam, Litchfield Park, 

Ariz. 84.678 

14 Four Seasons Resort and Club Dallas at 
LasColinas 84.363 

15 Tanque Verde Ranch, Tucson 84.107 

16 The Boulders, Carefree, Ariz. 83.844 

17 JW Marriott San Antonio Hill Country 
Resort & Spa 83.662 

18 Fairmont Scottsdale Princess 83.659 

19 JW Marriott Scottsdale Camelback Inn 
Resort & Spa 83.631 

20 Hyatt Regency Tamaya Resort & Spa, 
Santa Ana Pueblo, N.M. 83.384 

21 Loews Ventana Canyon Resort, 

Tucson 82.584 

22 Cmni Tucson National Resort 82.455 

23 Arizona Biltmore (Waldorf Astoria), 
Phoenix 82.327 

24 El Monte Sagrado Living Resort & Spa, 
Taos 82.099 

25 Canyon Ranch in Tucson 82.047 


Colorado 

TOP 20 

1 C Lazy U Ranch, Granby 96.778 

2 Gateway Canyons Resort, 
Gateway 93.703 

3 The Little Nell, Aspen 92.591 

4 Viceroy Snowmass 90.997 

5 The Broadmoor, Colorado 
Springs 90.506 
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Congratulations to the winner of the 2015 Reader 's Choice Awards. 
In 2013 over 80,000 readers confirmed that San Miguel deAllende 
is one of the best cities in the world. 

Join us and discover why. 



rH^UtOCnp^WB IM4CE5 

UOTtCl^^KtNF CsJ|/HIE£.yM>N«»TRrt>nr>uPi^\4 OF iHtStATtQt OUA»^AJU^Ty 


\i)[ i:frnsi: Mi:\ i 



GUANAJUATO 


MEXICO’S 
CREATIVE SOUL 


ITie stalely [nstituto 
Allcndi; is the town’s 
hub of ii^genuity, 
where courses are 
ufferetl In everything 
from sculpture to silk* 
screen. Stroll through 
this ftsrmer hacienda’s 
pristine grounds and 
pemse artisans' wares 
on the terrace over* 
looking the stunning 
backdrop of the Par* 
roquia dc San Miguel 
Arc^gel. Thisneo- 
gothic cake-toppef of a 
church Is o must-visil 
with Its stunning pink 
limestone facade and a 
small crypt where sev- 
emi Mexican war 
heroes wen? laid to rest 
Take pause in the 
vast Jardin Principal at 
the church's entrance 
to the strings of ma- 
riachi bands, before 
meandering tlm>ugh 
the cobbled streets to 
duck Into any number 
of tile first-class restau- 
rants that have given 
the town its “foodie'" 
reputation. (Let's just 
say there’s a reason Top 
C7ic/shot last season’s 
throe-part linale here,) 



Besides culture and 
cuisine, the area has 
also become renowTied 
for is its wnne produc- 
tion. With rich soil that 
b said to bring balanc^e 
and 8 calming energy 
lo the grapeSp several 
boutique \inej'ards are 
now v^innlng inter* 
national awards. One 
such brand is Cuna 
de Tierra ^Cradle of 
the Eajth")-a fitting 
description for this 
worJd-dass comm uni- 
ty itself, nestled In the 
heart of tlic nation. 


I (f/l tiu(h‘r Sail de . l/Av/r/rX* ^ihtp^tilar spef/ 

G KNBRAL IGNACIO ALCKNOC IS CONSIDERKl) A 

national hero for his hand in liberating Mexico from 

Spain, so its almost destined that a prevailing indepen^- 

dent spirit would permeate his native cit>'^ of San M iguel de Allende* 
Since the 1930s, those with a creative bent have flocked to tliis charming 
enclave —located in the state of Guanajuato— to immerse themselves 
in its vibrant art scene, eclectic festivals, and inspirational landscapes. 



piah vomr tri^ at ouana;uato.mx 


OtO MEXICO 

UVE IT TOftEUeVE IT 

viiiirme:ii<i>.CfliP 
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6 Westin Riverfront Resort & Spa 
at Beaver Creek 90.439 

7 Sonnenalp, Vail 89.824 

8 The Osprey at Beaver Creek 89.096 

9 The Arrabelle at Vail Square 89.071 

10 Fairmont Heritage Place, Franz 
Klammer Lodge, Telluride 89.055 

11 Four Seasons Resort Vail 88.765 

12 Park Hyatt Beaver Creek Resort 
and Spa 88.286 

13 St. Regis Aspen Resort 86.765 

14 The Peaks Resort and Spa, 

Telluride 85.608 

15 Dunton Hot Springs, Dolores 85.565 

16 The Lodge at Vail 83.865 

17 The Pines Lodge, Beaver Creek 83.544 

18 Beaver Creek Lodge 83.536 

19 The Inn at Lost Creek Telluride 83.272 

20 Devil’s Thumb Ranch Resort & Spa, 
Tabernash 82.398 

The West 

TOP 20 

1 The Lodge & Spa at Brush Creek Ranch, 
Saratoga, Wyo. 99.529 

2 The Resort at Paws Up, Greenough, 
Mont. 96.731 

3 Triple Creek Ranch, Darby, Mont. 96.131 

4 St. Regis Deer Valley, Park City, 

Utah 96.046 

5 Stein Eriksen Lodge Deer Valley, Park 
City, Utah 95.943 

6 Hotel Park City, Utah 95.819 

7 Montage Deer Valley, Park City, 

Utah 94.132 

8 Hotel Terra Jackson Hole, Wyo. 93.050 

9 Red Mountain Resort, St. George, 

Utah 92.785 

10 Hyatt Escala Lodge at Park City, 

Utah 91.058 

11 Four Seasons Resort Jackson Hole, 

Wyo. 89.366 

12 Lodges at Deer Valley, Park City, 

Utah 88.607 

13 Waldorf Astoria Park City, Utah 88.365 

14 Amangiri, Canyon Point, Utah 87.885 

15 Sorrel River Ranch Resort & Spa, 

Moab, Utah 87.454 

16 Amangani, Jackson, Wyo. 86.989 

17 Sundance Mountain Resort, Utah 84.216 

18 Hyatt Regency Lake Tahoe Resort, 

Spa and Casino, Nev. 83.151 

19 Coeur d’Alene Resort, Idaho 82.647 

20 Jenny Lake Lodge, Grand Teton 
National Park, Wyo. 82.615 

Northern California 

TOP 15 

1 The Landing Resort & Spa, South Lake 
Tahoe 94.499 

2 Casa Palmero at Pebble Beach 92.616 

3 Meadowood Napa Valley 91.984 

4 Rosewood CordeValle, 

San Martin 90.909 

5 Solage Calistoga, Napa Valley 89.719 

6 The Lodge at Pebble Beach, 

Monterey 89.004 

7 Ritz-Carlton, Lake Tahoe 87.256 

8 Ritz-Carlton, Half Moon Bay 87.230 

9 Calistoga Ranch, Napa Valley 87.089 

10 The Inn at Spanish Bay, 

Monterey 86.709 


l lTT 

READERS’ CHOICE 
AWARDS 


11 Carmel Valley Ranch 86.651 | 

12 Kenwood Inn and Spa, Sonoma 86.190 | 

13 Vintage Inn, Yountville 85.033 

14 The Westin Monache Resort, Mammoth, | 
Mammoth Lakes 84.987 

15 The Ahwahnee, Yosemite National 
Park 84.013 


Southern California 

TOP 20 

1 Cal-a-Vie, Vista 98.006 

2 Montage Laguna Beach 93.854 

3 Rancho Valencia Resort & Spa, Rancho 
Santa Fe 92.524 

4 The Resort at Pelican Hill, Newport 
Beach 91.262 

5 Cjai Valley Inn & Spa 90.260 

6 Terranea Resort, Rancho Palos 
Verdes 89.913 

7 Four Seasons Resort The Biltmore 
Santa Barbara 87.402 

8 Fairmont Grand Del Mar, 

San Diego 87.037 

9 St. Regis Monarch Beach, 

Dana Point 86.820 

10 Ritz-Carlton, Laguna Niguel, 

Dana Point 86.328 

11 Surf & Sand Resort, Laguna 
Beach 86.001 

12 Ritz-Carlton, Rancho Mirage 85.695 

13 Rancho Bernardo Inn Golf Resort & Spa, 
San Diego 85.637 

14 Park Hyatt Aviara Resort, 

Carlsbad 83.403 

15 The Caks at Cjai 83.078 

16 Bacara Resort & Spa, Santa 
Barbara 82.948 

17 Disney’s Grand Californian Hotel & Spa, 
Anaheim 82.775 

18 Hyatt Regency Huntington Beach Resort 
&Spa 82.532 

19 The Lodge at Torrey Pines, 

La Jolla 82.007 

20 Hotel del Coronado, San Diego 82.004 


7 Kenai Princess Wilderness Lodge, 
Cooper Landing, Alaska 84.763 

8 The Inn at Bandon Dunes Golf Resort, 
Bandon,Cre. 83.912 

9 Alderbrook Resort & Spa, Union, 

Wash. 83.577 

10 Alyeska Resort, Girdwood, 

Alaska 83.404 

11 Timberline Lodge, Mount Hood, 

Cre. 82.412 

12 Skamania Lodge, Stevenson, 

Wash. 82.393 

Hawaii 

TOP 25 

1 Ko‘a Kea Hotel & Resort at Poipu Beach, 
Kauai 95.192 

2 Montage Kapalua Bay, Maui 94.473 

3 Travaasa Hana, Maui 92.230 

4 Mauna Kea Beach Hotel, 

Big Island 92.024 

5 Four Seasons Resort Hualalai, 

Big Island 90.023 

6 Four Seasons Resort Lana’i at Manele 
Bay, Lanai 88.744 

7 WaileaBeach Villas, Maui 88.533 

8 St. Regis Princeville Resort, 

Kauai 88.366 

Fairmont Kea Lani, Maui 87.993 
Four Seasons Resort Maui at 
Wailea 87.870 

Aulani, A Disney Resort & Spa, 

Cahu 87.414 

Mauna Lani Bay Hotel & Bungalows, 

Big Island 86.945 
Ritz-Carlton, Kapalua, Maui 86.134 
Four Seasons Resort Lana’i, The Lodge 
at Koele, Lana’i 86.000 

15 Grand Hyatt Kauai Resort and Spa 
85.758 

16 The Kahala Hotel & Resort, Cahu 85.729 

17 Grand Wailea (Waldorf Astoria), 

Maui 85.689 

18 Turtle Bay Resort, Cahu 84.886 

19 Fairmont Crchid, Big Island 84.276 

20 Makena Beach & Golf Resort, 

Maui 83.947 

21 Andaz Maui at Wailea Resort 83.798 

22 Hyatt Regency Maui Resort & Spa 

83.648 

23 Hapuna Beach Prince Hotel, 

Big Island 82.695 

24 Kauai Marriott Resort 82.479 

25 Waimea Plantation Cottages, 

Kauai 82.126 


36 

YEARS 

Consecutive times 
that the Halekulani hotel 
I in Honolulu has won a 
I Readers’ Choice Award. 


Alaska & the Pacific 

Ncrthwest 

TOP 12 


1 Brasada Ranch, Powell Butte, 

Ore. 93.362 

2 Willows Lodge, Woodinville, 

Wash. 89.063 

3 Salishan Spa & Golf Resort, Gleneden 
Beach, Cre. 88.748 

4 Inn at Langley, Whidbey Island, 

Wash. 86.282 

5 Woodmark Hotel, Yacht Club & Spa, 
Kirkland, Wash. 85.175 

6 Suncadia Resort, CleElum, 

Wash. 85.103 
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REST OF 
THE WORLD 


Canada 

TOP 20 

1 Nita Lake Lodge, Whistler, B.C. 96.248 

2 Wickaninnish Inn, Vancouver Island, 
B.C. 88.058 

3 Post Hotel & Spa, Lake Louise, 

Alberta 88.019 

4 Four Seasons Resort and Residences 
Whistler, B.C. 87.557 

5 Fairmont Chateau Lake Louise, 

Aiberta 87.120 

6 Fairmont Chateau Whistier, B.C. 86.068 

7 JW Marriott The Rosseau Muskoka 
Resort & Spa, Minett,Cntario 85.714 

8 Moraine Lake Lodge, Lake Louise, 
Aiberta 85.357 

9 Emerald Lake Lodge, Yoho National 
Park, B.C. 84.670 

10 Fairmont Banff Springs, Alberta 84.203 

11 Long Beach Lodge Resort, Vancouver 
Island, B.C. 84.017 

12 Fairmont Tremblant, Mont-Tremblant, 
Quebec 83.632 

13 Minerai Springs Resort, Salt Spring 
island, B.C. 83.168 

14 The Algonquin Resort St. Andrews 
by-the-Sea, New Brunswick 82.879 

15 Fairmont LeManoirRicheiieu, 
Charievoix, Quebec 82.850 

16 Pan Pacific Whistier Mountainside, 

B.C. 82.197 

17 Biack Rock Cceanfront Resort, 
Vancouver island, B.C. 82.181 

18 Fairmont Jasper Park Lodge, 

Aiberta 82.148 

19 Le Germain Hotel Charlevoix, 
Baie-Saint-Paui, Quebec 82.102 

20 Pan Pacific Whistier Village Centre, 

B.C. 82.091 


61 .S 

MILLION 

Total number of 
passengers who passed 
through Indianapolis 
and Singapore 
airports — the top-rated 
domestio and 
international airports, 
respeotively. 


Mexico (Caribbean Coast) 

TOP 20 

1 Generations Riviera Maya 94.595 

2 Viceroy Riviera Maya 93.463 

3 ZoetryParaisode la Bonita Riviera 
Maya 93.367 

4 Rosewood Mayakoba 93.075 

5 Ei Dorado Maroma 90.929 

6 Le Bianc Spa Resort, Cancun 90.628 

7 Beimond Maroma Resort & Spa 90.038 

8 Fairmont Mayakoba 86.905 

9 Excelience Playa Mujeres 86.485 

10 Secrets Maroma Beach Riviera 
Cancun 86.277 

11 intercontinental Presidente Cozumel 
Resort Spa 85.913 

12 Grand Velas Riviera Maya 85.895 

13 Royai Hideaway Piayacar 85.714 

14 Live Aqua Cancun 85.648 

15 Ritz-Cariton, Cancun 84.921 

16 Nizuc Resort & Spa, Cancun 84.590 

17 JW Marriott Cancun Resort & Spa 
83.876 

18 Secrets the Vine Cancun 83.673 

19 Banyan Tree Mayakoba 82.841 

20 The Royai Piaya dei Carmen 82.823 


Mexico (Pacific Coast) 

TOP 20 

1 Four Seasons Resort PuntaMita 96.079 

2 Rancho La Puerta, Tecate 95.636 

3 Puebio Bonito Mazatian 92.155 

4 Las Ventanas al Parai'so (Rosewood), 
San Jose del Cabo 91.917 

5 Pueblo Bonito Emerald Bay Resort & 
Spa, Mazatian 91.864 

6 Cne&CnIyPalmilla, San Jose 
del Cabo 91.460 

7 Capellaixtapa 91.056 

8 Viceroy Zihuatanejo 90.833 

9 St. Regis Punta Mita Resort 90.830 

10 Esperanza (An Auberge Resort), 

Cabo San Lucas 90.287 

11 The Resort at Pedregai (formeriy 
Capeiia), Cabo San Lucas 89.541 

12 Puebio Bonito Sunset Beach Goif & Spa 
Resort, Cabo San Lucas 89.368 

13 Pueblo Bonito Pacifica Goif & Spa 
Resort, Cabo San Lucas 89.214 


14 Rancho Pescadero, Todos Santos 89.167 

15 Marquis Los Cabos Resort & Spa 
(formeriy Secrets), San Jose 
del Cabo 88.350 

16 Grand Velas Riviera Nayarit, Nuevo 
Vallarta 88.021 

17 La Casa Que Canta, Zihuatanejo 86.574 

18 Hard Rock Hotel Vallarta, Nuevo 
Vallarta 83.915 

19 Hacienda Encantada Resort & Spa, 

Cabo San Lucas 82.375 

20 Grand Soimar Land’s End Resort & Spa, 
Cabo San Lucas 82.353 


Caribbean Islands 

TOP 40 

1 Jade Mountain, St. Lucia 95.312 

2 Guana isiand, BVI 94.334 

3 Montpelier Piantation & Beach, 

Nevis 94.177 

4 Ladera Resort, St. Lucia 93.158 

5 Sugar Beach, A Viceroy Resort, 

St. Lucia 92.409 

6 Petit St. Vincent Resort, St. Vincent and 
the Grenadines 91.629 

7 Nisbet Piantation Beach Ciub, 

Nevis 91.307 

8 Eden Rock-St Barths 91.286 

9 Tortuga Bay Puntacana Resort & Ciub, 
Dominican Repubiic 90.774 

10 Rosalie Bay Resort, Dominica 90.693 

11 Jamaica inn. Coho Rios, Jamaica 
90.358 

12 Le Guanahani, St. Barts 90.232 

13 The Peninsuia House, Las Terrenas, 
Dominican Republic 90.000 

14 Paim isiand Resort, St. Vincent and 
the Grenadines 89.980 

15 The Hermitage Piantation inn, 

Nevis 89.744 

16 Viceroy Anguiiia 89.696 

17 Curtain Biuff, Antigua 89.269 

18 Round Hiii Hotei and Viiias, Montego 
Bay, Jamaica 89.145 

19 Sandals LaSource Grenada 88.980 

20 Dorado Beach (A Ritz-Carlton Reserve), 
Puerto Rico 88.958 

21 Cap Maison, St. Lucia 88.826 

22 The BodyHoiiday, St. Lucia 88.719 

23 Hotei Le Toiny, St. Barts 88.542 

24 Hermitage Bay, Antigua 88.095 

25 ZoetryAgua Punta Cana, Dominican 
Repubiic 87.768 

26 Maiiiouhana (An Auberge Resort), 
Anguiiia 87.619 

27 Jum by Bay (Rosewood), Antigua 87.547 

28 Ritz-Cariton, Grand Cayman 86.703 

29 Chevai Blanc St-Barth Isle de France, 
St. Barts 86.122 

30 Anse Chastanet, St. Lucia 85.667 

31 The Caves, Negrii, Jamaica 85.125 

32 Rosewood Littie Dix Bay, 

Virgin Gorda, BVi 84.920 

33 Fairmont Royai Paviiion, 

Barbados 83.801 

34 Strawberry Hiii, Biue Mountains, 
Jamaica 83.790 

35 Le Sereno, St. Barts 83.705 

36 Four Seasons Resort Nevis 83.563 

37 Haif Moon, Rose Haii, Jamaica 83.291 

38 Caneei Bay, St. John, USVi 83.231 

39 Peter isiand Resort & Spa, BVi 83.195 

40 Coupies Swept Away, Negrii, 

Jamaica 83.149 


cc 

0. 
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Your Private Island Escape 


PALMil^LAND 

jTjfi Jit ^ VJSf 


COMPLIMENTARY 

UPGRADE 


Palm Island Is a tranquil private island resort that invites our 
guests to slow down, recharge their batteries and rediscover the 
wonders of nature. 


TRAVEL THROUGH APR 30* 201€ 


FIVE-TIME WINNER OF THE CERTIFICATE OF EXCELLENCE 



RESERVATIONS: (855) 397.4741 1 PALMISLANDCARIBBEAN.COM/CNT 

tripddvisor 


SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY. HESTBICTIONS APPLY. 

AN ELITE 4&LA,ND RESORT 



Where did honeymooners 
and parents with 
kids both want to go? 
Costa Rica, for its 
hot springs-fed plunge 
pools and jungle ziplines. 


READERS’ CHOICE 
AWARDS 


Atlantic Islands 

TOP 10 

1 The Reefs Resort & Club, 

Bermuda 91.824 

2 Amanyara, Turks and Caicos 91.619 

3 ParrotCay by CCMC, Turks and 
Caicos 87.534 

4 Rosewood Tucker’s Point, 

Bermuda 85.656 

5 The Palms Turks & Caicos (formerly 
Regent) 85.486 

6 Sandals Emerald Bay, Great Exuma, 
Bahamas 84.854 

7 Seven Stars Resort, Turks and 
Caicos 84.088 

8 Grace Bay Club, Turks and Caicos 83.911 

9 Cne&CnIy Ccean Club, Paradise Island, 
Bahamas 82.186 

10 Gansevoort Turks & Caicos 82.122 


Central & South America 

TOP 15 

1 Nayara Springs, Arenal, 

Costa Rica 97.091 

2 Nayara Hotel, Spa & Gardens, Arenal, 
Costa Rica 95.584 

3 Mukul Beach, Golf & Spa, Guacalito de 
la Isla, Nicaragua 94.200 

4 Ponta dos Ganchos, Santa Catarina, 
Brazil 94.108 

5 Hotel Punta Islita, Nicoya Peninsula, 
Costa Rica 90.637 

6 El Silencio Lodge & Spa, Bajos del Toro, 
Costa Rica 89.583 

7 Andaz Peninsula Papagayo Resort, 
Culebra Bay, Costa Rica 87.912 

8 Tambo del Inka Resort & Spa (Luxury 
Collection), Sacred Valley, Peru 87.500 

9 Sol&LunaLodgeSpa, Sacred Valley, 
Peru 84.727 

10 ArenasdelMar, Manuel Antonio 
National Park, Costa Rica 83.027 

11 Liao Liao Hotel & Resort, San Carlos de 
Bariloche, Argentina 82.468 

12 Four Seasons Resort Costa Rica at 
Peninsula Papagayo 82.342 

13 Casa Andina Private Collection Valle 
Sagrado, Peru 82.138 

14 JW Marriott Guanacaste Resort & Spa, 
Costa Rica 82.047 

15 Iguazu Grand Resort Spa & Casino, 
Puerto Iguazu, Argentina 82.031 


Europe 

TOP 30 

1 CanavesCia Santorini, Greece 95.713 

2 Trump International Hotel & Golf Links, 
Co. Ciare, Ireland 94.697 

3 Perivolas, Santorini, Greece 94.085 

4 Ashford Castle, Co. Mayo, 

Ireland 93.387 

5 The Gleneagles Hotel, Perthshire, 
Scotland 92.481 

6 Badrutt’s Palace Hotel, St. Moritz, 
Switzerland 92.208 

7 Chewton Glen Hotel & Spa, Hampshire, 
England 90.873 

I 8 Powerscourt Hotel, Co. Wicklow, 

I Ireland 89.928 

I 9 Sheen Falls Lodge, Co. Kerry, 
j Ireland 89.674 

I 10 The Colder Grand, Zurich, 

Switzerland 89.524 

11 Kildare Hotel, At The K Club, Co. Kildare, 
Ireland 89.167 

12 Dromoland Castle Hotel & Country 
Estate, Co. Clare, Ireland 89.073 

I 13 Mystique (Luxury Collection), Santorini, 
Greece 88.628 

14 Grand Hotel Zermatterhof, Zermatt, 
Switzerland 88.393 

15 Baumaniere& Spa-La Cabrod’Cr, 

1 France 88.284 

16 Adare Manor Hotel & Golf Resort, 

Co. Limerick, Ireland 88.079 

17 Four Seasons Hotel Hampshire, 

England 88.025 

18 Mount Juliet Estate, Co. Kilkenny, 

Ireland 87.680 

I 19 Cld Course Hotel, Golf Resort & Spa, 

St. Andrews, Scotland 87.351 

20 Trump Turnberry (Luxury Collection), 
Ayrshire, Scotiand 86.480 


I. 


1864 ^ 

Year that the 
Swiss Alps welcomed 
its first winter 
tourists, encouraged 
by famed hotelier 
Johannes Badrutt. 


i 



21 Terre Blanche Hotel Spa Golf Resort, 
Provence, France 86.310 

22 Belmond La Residencia, Mallorca, 
Spain 86.309 

23 Vilia d’Este, Lake Como, Italy 86.304 

24 Blue Palace Resort & Spa (Luxury 
Collection), Crete, Greece 86.208 

25 Aghadoe Heights Hotel & Spa, 

Co. Kerry, Ireland 86.086 

26 Hotel Monte Mulini, Rovinj, 

Croatia 85.767 

27 CastaDiva Resort & Spa, Lake Como, 
Italy 85.364 

28 Belmond Reid’s Palace, Madeira, 
Portugal 85.204 

29 Marbella Club Hotel, Golf Resort & Spa, 
Spain 84.431 

30 Mykonos Grand Hotel & Resort, 

Greece 82.015 


Asia 

TOP 25 

1 ITC Grand Bharat (Luxury Collection), 
Haryana, India 98.319 

2 Chevai Blanc Randheli, Maldives 94.925 

3 Shangri-La’s Mactan Resort & Spa, 
Cebu, Philippines 94.916 

4 St. Regis Bali Resort, Indonesia 93.016 

5 Four Seasons Tented Camp Golden 
Triangle, Chiang Rai, Thailand 92.857 

6 The Mulia, Bali, Indonesia 92.833 

7 Four Seasons Resort Bali at Sayan, 
Indonesia 91.615 

8 Four Seasons Resort Chiang Mai, 
Thailand 91.424 

9 Sofitel Angkor Phokeethra Golf and Spa 
Resort, Siem Reap, Cambodia 90.964 

10 Cberoi Vanyavilas, Rajasthan, 

India 90.062 

11 St. Regis Lhasa Resort, Tibet, 

China 88.923 

12 The Nam Hai Hoi An, Vietnam 88.462 

13 The Dhara Dhevi Chiang Mai, 

Thailand 87.302 

14 JW Marriott Phuket Resort & Spa, 
Thailand 86.084 

15 Anantara Hoi An Resort, 

Vietnam 85.395 

16 Anantara Chiang Mai Resort & Spa, 
Thailand 85.084 

17 Anantara Golden Triangle 
Elephant Camp & Resort, Chiang Rai, 
Thaiiand 84.439 

18 Amanpuri, Phuket, Thailand 84.018 

19 El Nido Resorts-Pangulasian Island, 
Palawan, Philippines 83.647 

20 W Retreat & Spa Bali-Seminyak, 
Indonesia 83.405 

21 The Andaman (Luxury Collection), 
Langkawi, Malaysia 83.214 

22 Four Seasons Resort Langkawi, 
Malaysia 82.971 

23 Four Seasons Resort Bali at Jimbaran 
Bay, Indonesia 82.393 

24 The Legian Bali, Indonesia 82.293 

25 Rayavadee, Krabi, Thailand 82.027 


cc 

0. 


158 CONDE NAST TRAVELER / NOVEMBER 2015 



Japan. Endless Discovery. 


^Sk^ enthusiasts have been Hocking to Japan s slopes for years* drawn by some of the best 
powder snow in the worlds top-class resorts* and that finest of Japanese traditions: soaking 
in hot springs at the end of the day. "i he mosi famous ski destinations are in Nagano and 
Hokkaido prefectures, both of which hosted the winter Olympics and offer courses for all 
levels of skiers and snowboarders. Both regions are especially enticing with their powder 
snow, night skiing and long winter season stretching until May. 

Niseko. 60 miles southwest of Sapporo in Hokkaido^ is the most famous international 
ski resort, renowned for its constant snowfall that produces a fine and dry deep powder 
that's ranked among the best in the world. Nisekos resort villages, each with its own 
characteristics and appeal, offer vast runs and interconnected lifts that offer days of 
exploration through a variety of terrain, from groomed alpine slopes and trails through trees 
to ofF-piste backcoimtry. 

Throw in a wide range of facilities that include accommodations at all price levels, 
restaurants with English menus serving a variety of international cuisines, hot-spring spas 
and apres-ski establishments, and its easy ro see why Niseko is a mecca for winter sports 
enthusiasts from around the world. 

For a more rustic and traditional ski adventure, Nozawa Hot-Spring Village in Nagano 
Prefecture is one of Japan's oldest ski resorts; the sport introduced here in 1912. Site of the 
biathlon competition for the 1998 Olympics, Nozawa today offers Snow Park with rails, a 
half pipe, and other challenging attractions. Most tourists come to Nozawa not only to ski 
but to also indulge themselves in one of Japan's most famous hot-spring resorts. A quaint 
village with traditional architecture, Nozawa boasts 13 public bathhouses and several 
outdoor footbaths, all free of charge. 

Another popular Nagano destination is the Shiga- Kogen Highlands area, home to more 
than 20 ski resorts and natural hut springs, like the hot-spring villages ol Yamada and 
Yudanaka-Shibu, both with histories stretching back hundreds of years. 

From its ski slopes to hot-spring bath.s, not to mention Its bounty of local cuisine* Japan is 
the ultimate winter destination. 

For more information, visit us.jnto.go.jp 



Vamada Onsen 

Hot 




©NaganD Prcfecture^JMTO 


ONLY IN 

JAPAN 


tacebook.com/visitjapan S twittercom/visit Japan <f) pintereslxom/visitjapanusa http://us.jntD.go.jp 




Australia & the South Pacific 

TOP 25 


1 Aro Ha Wellness Retreat, Glenorchy, 
New Zealand 96.739 

2 The Lodge at Kauri Cliffs, Matauri Bay, 
New Zealand 94.606 

3 Southern Ocean Lodge, Kangaroo 
Island, Australia 94.231 

4 Le Taha‘a Island Resort & Spa, Raiatea, 
French Polynesia 93.122 

5 St. Regis Bora Bora Resort, French 
Polynesia 91.667 

6 Qualia, G reat Barrier Reef, 

Australia 91.369 

7 Matangi Private Island Resort, 

Fiji 90.179 

8 Matakauri Lodge, Queenstown, 

New Zealand 89.951 

9 Huka Lodge, Taupo, New 
Zealand 89.524 

10 Four Seasons Resort Bora Bora, French 
Polynesia 89.214 

11 Peppers Cradle Mountain Lodge, 
Tasmania, Australia 89.025 

12 InterContinental Bora Bora Resort & 
Thalasso Spa, French Polynesia 89.021 

13 Aitutaki Lagoon Resort & Spa, Cook 
Islands 88.532 

14 Hilton Bora Bora Nui Resort & Spa, 
French Polynesia 87.811 

15 Lizard Island, Great Barrier Reef, 
Australia 87.723 

16 Cne&CnIy Hayman Island, Great Barrier 
Reef, Australia 86.424 

17 Bora Bora Pearl Beach Resort & Spa, 
French Polynesia 86.235 

18 Hotel Kia Cra Resort & Spa, Rangiroa, 
French Polynesia 86.012 

19 Hilton Moorea Lagoon Resort & Spa, 
French Polynesia 85.956 

20 Te Waonui Forest Retreat, Franz Josef 
Glacier, New Zealand 85.583 

21 Heron Island, Great Barrier Reef, 
Australia 85.254 

22 Castaway Island Fiji 84.762 

23 Treetops Lodge & Estate, Rotorua, New 
Zealand 84.755 

24 InterContinental Le Moana Bora Bora, 
French Polynesia 82.727 

25 Longitude 131®, Uluru-Kata TJuta 
National Park, Australia 82.653 


All but one of the resorts in 
Australia and the South 
Pacific are on islands-the 
farthest from the U.S. 
being Kangaroo Island, in 
the Great Australian Bight. 



South Africa 

TOP 12 


550 , 

OOO 


1 Bushmans Kloof Wilderness 
Reserve & Wellness Retreat, Cederberg 
Mountains 98.945 

2 andBeyond Lodges & Camps at Sabi 
Sand Game Reserve 96.627 

3 Singita Sabi Sand 96.561 

4 Madikwe Safari Lodge, Madikwe Game 
Reserve 96.468 

5 andBeyond Phinda Private Game 
Reserve 95.617 

6 Singita Kruger National Park 95.211 

7 Sabi Sabi Private Game Reserve 95.035 

8 Londolozi Game Reserve, 

Sabi Sand 94.986 

9 Lion Sands Game Reserve, 

Sabi Sand 93.024 

10 MalaMala Game Reserve, 

Sabi Sand 91.460 

11 Thornybush Game Lodge, Kruger 
National Park 91.262 

12 Palace of the Lost City, Sun City 83.508 


ACRES 

The privately held land 
that Singita Grumeti, the 
No. 1 resort in the world, 
occupies adjacent to the 
Serengeti in Tanzania. 


Africa 

(not including South Africa) 

TOP 30 

1 Singita Grumeti, Serengeti, 

Tanzania 99.745 

2 Four Seasons Safari Lodge Serengeti, 
Tanzania 96.805 

3 Sanctuary Swala Camp, Tarangire 
National Park, Tanzania 95.739 

4 Kirawira Serena Camp, Serengeti, 
Tanzania 94.773 

5 Sanctuary Sussi&Chuma,Mosi-Ca- 
Tunya National Park, Zambia 93.043 

6 andBeyond Bateleur Camp, Masai Mara, 
Kenya 92.857 

7 Sanctuary Chief’s Camp, Moremi, 
Botswana 92.483 

8 andBeyond Chobe Under Canvas, 
Botswana 92.063 

9 Mombo Camp and Little Mombo, 
Moremi, Botswana 91.733 


10 andBeyond Grumeti Serengeti Tented 
Camp, Tanzania 91.582 

11 andBeyond Ngorongoro Crater Lodge, 
Tanzania 90.883 

12 Savute Safari Lodge, Chobe, 

Botswana 90.816 

13 andBeyond Kichwa Tembo Tented 
Camp, Masai Mara, Kenya 90.451 

14 Tarangire Sopa Lodge, Tanzania 90.052 

15 Fairmont Mara Safari Club, Masai 
Mara, Kenya 89.146 

16 Governors’ Camp Collection, Masai 
Mara, Kenya 88.929 

17 Serengeti Serena Safari Lodge, 
Tanzania 88.261 

18 Fairmont Mount Kenya Safari Club, 
Kenya 88.236 

19 andBeyond Serengeti Under Canvas, 
Tanzania 88.035 

20 Tortilis Camp, Amboseli, Kenya 87.500 

21 Mara Serena Safari Lodge, Masai 
Mara, Kenya 87.243 

22 Serengeti Sopa Lodge, Tanzania 86.942 

23 Camp Ckavango, Botswana 85.737 

24 Samburu Game Lodge, Samburu 
National Reserve, Kenya 85.281 

25 Ngorongoro Serena Safari Lodge, 
Tanzania 84.694 

26 Serengeti Safari Camp, 

Tanzania 83.399 

27 Sossusviei Lodge, Namib Desert, 
Namibia 83.151 

28 Lake Manyara Serena Safari Lodge, 
Tanzania 83.086 

29 Serena Mountain Lodge, Mount Kenya, 
Kenya 82.826 

30 Four Seasons Resort Marrakech 82.106 


The Middle East 

TOP 5 

1 Cne&CnIy The Palm, Dubai 96.875 

2 Emirates Palace, Abu Dhabi 90.290 

3 Dan Eilat Red Sea Hotel, Israel 88.593 

4 Kempinski Hotel Ishtar Dead Sea, 
Jordan 88.010 

5 Qasr al Sarab Desert Resort by 
Anantara, Al Gharbia, U.A.E. 86.905 


cc 
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Large Ships 

(MORE THAN 2,000 PASSENGERS) 

1 Disney 90.563 

2 Cunard 89.411 

3 Princess 84.463 

4 Norwegian Cruise Line 83.023 

5 Royai Caribbean internationai 82.374 

6 Ceiebrity 81.729 


Medium Ships 

(500 TO 2,000 PASSENGERS) 

1 Crystai Cruises 90.546 

2 Disney 89.398 

3 Regent Seven Seas Cruises 86.674 

4 Princess 84.052 

5 Cceania Cruises 82.475 

6 AzamaraCiub Cruises 81.722 

7 Hoiiand America Line 81.438 



MPH 

Maximum speed that 
the fastest cruise ship in 
the world, Cunard’s 
Queen Mary 2, can attain. 


Small Ships 

(FEWER THAN 500 PASSENGERS) 

1 Seabourn Cruise Line 89.214 

2 Paui Gauguin Cruises 89.211 

3 Windstar Cruises 88.715 

4 SeaDream Yacht Ciub 85.756 

5 Siiversea 84.368 

6 Lindbiad Expeditions-Nationai 
Geographic 82.760 


River Ships 

1 Grand Circie Cruise Line 92.572 

2 Viking River Cruises 91.559 

3 Uniworid Boutique River Cruises 91.072 

4 Tauck 90.048 

5 Vantage 89.210 

6 American Queen Steamboat Co. 85.770 

7 AmaWaterways 85.570 

8 Avaion Waterways 84.649 


162 CONDE NAST TRAVELER / NOVEMBER 2015 


PHOTO REFERENCES PROVIDED BY SHIP PR 



There is a place 
where you need 
nothing more 

Discouer the you you neuer hneuj. 

Discouer yourself in Peru. 


Peru, land of hidden treasures 

LULuuu.peru.trauel 



I /J 1 7 - « t t.SH M l .\ r 


LIMA, PERU 

THE NEXT WAVE 


Steeped hi histon/, (his (antalizingeosmopolitan 
vittf is finaUp hi!lhi}f its peak 



R ising aaovi^ a coAsrLiNt: ok ckumaling cmkks, feku’!> 

capital is a uniquely complex city that’s only beginning to find its stride, 
FAgy modern art galleries stand alongside pre-Columbian temples. Perfect 
Pacific waves break directly below world-class restaurants boasting innovative 
PeiTixian fusion fare. Cultural traditions dating back a millennium seep into the 
thriving nightclub scene and pulsing Afro-tropical beats. Nibble aw^ay at this 
intriguing, multi-layered metropolis and savor all Peru has to offer. 



Lditho SaltddiD 


Penis rich past has 
eftervm'ed Into tme 
of the most diverse 
cuhurts— and 
lauded cuisines— 
on the planet 
Inspired by its 
Incan. European, 
Asiaiit and African 
roots, Lima is 
the gastronomic 
epicenter of 
Utiii America 
The ceviche is 
sublime. Even a 
simple acevkkiado^ 
the Peruvian 
equivalent of a 
California roll, 
makes a distinct 
statcmenl. TYy 
the ^-elvetj' q/i de 
giifUm stew wiOi 
chttch, a white 
Andean com with 
dime-size kernels. 
Peni\ian- Chinese 
notes can be tasted 


in lomo sahado. a 
peppery beef stir-fry 
splashed with soy 
sauce. Wash it down 
with an impeccable 
Pisco Sour and head 
over to the romantic 
Barranco district 
to browse the local 
boutiques buhemlitn 
caf^. and stately 
colonial architecture. 
Finish off the day 


with iinothcr mind- 
boggling meal, 
l ike the Creole- 
in flueiiced escabeche 
aiono, then stroll 
through bustling 
Miraflores and along 
the surfer-riddled 
Costa Verde at 
sunset. Ymrll Eigree 
that Lima's ceviche 
isn't the only thing 
tbafs sublime. 
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El ROPE AN, ASIAN, AM) 

VI RICAN ROOTS. LIMA IS THE 
(i AS I RONOH 1C EPICENTER 
01 LATIN AMERICA. 
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NEWS, UPDATES, AND EVENTS EROM THE PuatlSHER OE CDNDE HAST TflAVELEft 


WELLNESS^ TRUFOOD* 


SHARE WELLNESS 

New Wellness* 'rrul-ond* 
for dogs and cats focuses 
on ihe vibrant goodness 
tjf wliuk* foods from farm, 
field, and sea. Grain-free 
TruFood’ wcl, dry, and 
treat offeritvgs are av'd liable 
at Petcu, PetBmart, inde- 
pendent pet specialty 
retailers, and online. Visit 
well nesstriifood .coin and 
share a moment with your 
pet witli ^'fruLaa^cIs, 



THE LUXURY COLLECTION 

CREATE LASTING MEMORIES 

Discover the world^'s most enriching desLinatioit expericnees as a 
family. Unlock the hidden treasures of each locale with this collection of 
expeditions that are perfectly suitetl for fam ilies of al l ages. 




ST. REGIS HOTELS A RESORTS 

TRANSPORT 

YOURSELF 


A rich green frag r a nee + 
St. Regis debuts its 
first-ever bespoke scent, 
crafted exclusively by 
scent designer Carlos 
Huber of ARQUISTE 
Parfumeur. Experience 
Caroline's Four 
Hundred at St* Regis 
hotels and resorts 
arou nd the world or by 
visiting the St Regis 
boutique online. 


X hel ux ur ycol lecii on xom/fam ily 


stregifi .com/boutiqu e 


THE PENINSULA HOTELS 

CELEBRATE THE HOLIDAYS 

Tlic lovable holiday ambassador SnowPage returns 
w ith a ch ic desig n er m akeoverl The Pen insula % 

Hotels introdticcs 10 cxcltisive 1 imited-ed si ion « 

Snow Page toys* one for e ach Pen i ns u la dcsii n at io n . 
Giiesti*; who purchase the SnowPage will also have 
a chance to Avin a "Golden TickeC with glamorotis 
prisces for the family* All profits will go to the 
Make-A-Wish* Fomidation. 



peninsufaxom/snowpage 


TEXAS 

TRANSPORT YOURSELF 

Texas... It’s like a w^holc other country that's 
miles aw^ay from ordinary'. When it comes to 
cuisine, Texas has it all From classically Texan 
dishes to international favorites infused with 
local flavor No matter what kind of adventures 
you're looking for, you’ll find them at TravelTex. 
com.ivuh videos, trip ideas* and places to 
stay, TravelTexxom Iras everything you need 
to know about Texas, it^s designed to make 
organizing and sharing your vacation plans as 
simple as can be. Just head to Tra\elTex.com 
to A>rder your FREP: Texas State Travel Guide 
and start planning your trip today. 


Texfls 

Hill Country 
Wineries 



To pbn your trip visit TravelTex.xom 


VISIT CNIROST.dOM FOR MORE 






Sixty percent of readers 
who traveled on 
Singapore Airlines flew 
in economy class. 
Thirty percent found 
a little more legroom in 
business class, and a 
lucky ten percent really 
laid back in first class. 


Domestic 

TOP 5 AIRLINES 

1 Virgin America 81.726 

2 JetBiue Airways 75.433 

3 Hawaiian Airiines 72.583 

4 Southwest Airiines 70.086 

5 Aiaska Airiines 69.453 


Rest of the World 

TOP 20 AIRLINES 

1 Singapore Airiines 85.943 

2 Emirates 84.174 

3 Qatar Airways 81.195 

4 Virgin Atiantic 80.235 

5 Etihad Airways 79.876 

6 JAL (Japan Airiines) 79.707 

7 Korean Air 79.499 

8 Air New Zeaiand 78.419 

9 Porter Airiines 78.400 

10 Cathay Pacific 78.376 

11 ANA (Aii Nippon Airways) 78.048 

12 Thai 77.027 

13 EVA Air 76.892 

14 Asiana Airiines 76.733 

15 Qantas 75.799 

16 Turkish Airiines 74.792 

17 Swiss 74.736 

18 EiAi 74.030 

19 Virgin Austraiia 73.763 

20 Finnair 71.592 




Domestic 

TOP 10 AIRPORTS 

1 indianapoiis (iND) 76.891 

2 Portiand (PDX), Ore. 75.737 

3 Providence (PVD), R.L 74.801 

4 Tampa (TPA) 74.337 

5 Paim Beach (PBi) 73.333 





6 Austin (AUS) 72.426 

7 Portiand (PWM), Me. 72.207 

8 Sait Lake City (SLC) 72.039 

9 Nashviiie(BNA) 71.930 

10 Long Beach (LGB) 71.835 


Rest of the World 

TOP 10 AIRPORTS 

1 Singapore (SiN) 83.356 

2 Dubai (DXB) 77.889 

3 Hong Kong (HKG) 75.735 

4 Tei Aviv (TLV) 73.414 

5 Seoui-incheon (iCN) 72.355 


For more on this year's Readers' Choice Awards, 
check out cntraveler.com/rca. 


6 Tokyo Haneda(HND) 71.628 

7 Doha (DOH) 71.374 

8 Abu Dhabi (AUH) 70.948 

9 Zurich (ZRH) 70.601 

10 Vancouver (YVR) 70.227 
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GEICO has been serving up great car insurance and 
fantastic customer service for more than 75 years. Get a 
quote and see how much you could save today. 


geico.com 1 1-800-947-AUTO | local office 



Some dtseoiirit$. coverage$. p^yirrent plans ^nd features are not; available Tn all states or all GEICQ companies- GEICO is a registered service mark of Government Employees Insurance 

Company. Washington. D.C. 70076 , a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. 2Q15 GEiCO 
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TO 
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YANAGIHARA 




here*s something wrong here, you 
think the first time you see Tran- 
coso’s Quadrado. Here it is, noon- 
time, the sky above you white with 
sun, and you’re standing in the 
main square of this little sixteenth- 
century town, a five-acre rectangle 
of lawn marked at the far end by a 
simple church made of coral blocks 
and whale bones. On either side of 
you are little adobe houses, former 
fishermen’s cottages, each painted the truer-than-true colors of a 
rain forest jungle— heliconia red, toucan-beak orange, tree frog green, 
bromeliad pink— their facades nearly obscured by stalks of banana 
trees and clumps of torch ginger. And yet there’s not a soul in sight. 
The houses’ white shutters are closed. No one sits on the benches and 
tables that clutter the grass outside many of the houses; no one plays 
soccer on the little pitch by the church; there’s nowhere to eat, no one 
to see. It feels as if the entire town of 9,900 people has taken off, en 



masse, for a party to which you’ve not been 
invited— because why else, then, would you 
leave someplace so beautiful? 

And then you take a ten-minute stroll, 
turning right onto the dirt path just before the 
church and crossing a short, slatted-wood 
bridge that cuts through a mangrove swamp, 
and you realize that there is in fact a good rea- 
son to leave someplace beautiful, and thaf s if 
you can go somewhere more beautiful: Tran- 
coso’s beach, a nearly 15-mile stretch of sand 
the color of unpolished gold, facing water so 
clear that even when if s at chin height you 
can still look down and see your toes. Like 
many perfect beach towns, Trancoso has a 
sort of out-of-time quality, largely because 
time itself has no meaning here. When the 
sun is up, you go to the beach. You spend all 
day there, splashing in the water, baking on 





the sand. And when the sky begins to turn 
the color of those heliconia-red houses, you 
heave yourself to your feet and walk back 
uphill, where you discover that— surprise!— 
in your absence, the Quadrado has come 
alive, the doors flung open, the tables set 
with white china, the paper lanterns which 
lace through the monkeypod trees switched 
on, and that the party has migrated from 
the beach to the grass and, despite what you 
feared, you’ve been invited after all. 

I FIRST WENT to Trancoso in 2009. It was my 
first trip to Brazil, and I had added it as a sort 
of afterthought, a semi-spontaneous 700- 
mile detour north as I traveled from Rio de 
Janeiro to Sao Paulo. The town occupies a 
speck of coast in Bahia, the country’s fourth 
most populous state and one of the earliest 


to be settled by the sixteenth-centuiy Portuguese explorers who went 
on to define modern Brazil. It is something of an anomaly in vast, 
jungly Bahia, remarkable even in this wildly diverse country for its 
ethnic jambalaya, its air of perpetual and inescapable languor, and 
its relative wealth. 

But if Trancoso is distinct, it is also somehow familiar, and on that 
initial visit, it felt oddly like someplace I’d been before. It took me a 
day or so to realize that it wasn’t so much the town’s appearance or 
physical dimensions that were recognizable but rather its particular 
blend of glamour and lassitude, preening and insouciance, money and 
a collective decision to pretend money doesn’t matter at all, that I re- 
membered from other beach towns I had visited and loved for those 
veiy contradictory qualities: Tulum, Hana, Jose Ignacio. Like them, 
Trancoso is defined by a carefully cultivated (and convincing) sense 
of mutually sustained fantasy. It’s a town that’s been anointed by the 
fashion set as somewhere they can see everyone they know while also 
imagining that here, finally, is a place where no one cares who you are. 
It’s a town where the vastly rich can pretend that no one understands 
just how rich they are. It’s a town where you can buy a fresh-made 


Previous page: 

Espelho Beach, 
just south of 
Trancoso, Brazil. 
This page, from 
far ieft: An open- 
air bathroom at 
Uxua Casa Hotel; 
a view into a 
traditional home 
on Trancoso’s 
Quadrado; a 
seating area near 
the pool at Uxua; 
looking down 
on Espelho Beach. 
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Right: The colorful 
entrance to Uxua. 


WHEN TO GO 

Unless you’re seeking a wild 
party scene — and have a hotel 
booked months in advance — 
avoid Trancoso in the weeks 
around Christmas and New 
Year’s. February through April 
are ideal for a slightly quieter 
time with still-great weather. 

GETTING THERE 

Fly direct from the U.S. to 
Sao Paulo, Rio, or Salvador 
(Bahia’s capital); all three 
offer connections to Porto 
Seguro, where you can 
rent a car or arrange a transfer 
through your hotel for the 
one-hour drive to Trancoso. 
For help planning all this, 
or to build Trancoso into a lon- 
ger trip around Bahia, consider 
the Brazil travel specialists 
at Matuete, who are experts in 
the region (matuete.com). 


STAY 

Etnia Pousada & Boutique 

This stylishly outfitted seven- 
bungalow, two-villa hotel is 
tucked in a tranquil forest just a 
short walk from the Quadrado 
(etniabrasil.com.br; from $134). 

Uxua Casa Hotel and Spa 

Eleven chic, colorful free- 
standing casas ranging from 
one to three suites (uxua 
casahotel.com; from $650). 


EAT & DRINK 
El Gordo 

A Quadrado institution serving 
fresh seafood and sushi (and 
dozens of different cachagas) 
on sun-drenched terraces 
overlooking the sea (55-73- 
3668-2041). 

Monkey Bar 

AJungle-shrouded hideaway 
with some of the better 
drinks in town (monkeyhouse 
trancoso.com). 

Restaurante da Sylvinha 

A languorous seaside lunch 
at this rustic, open-walled 
restaurant is worth the hour 
drive from Trancoso — 
that, and the golden sands of 
Espelho, the region’s most 
beautiful beach. Reservations 
essential (55-73-9985-4157). 



guava- and coconut- stuffed tapioca crepe from a dilapi- 
dated wooden stall at the end of the Quadrado (cost: one 
real) and follow it with a blindingly strong Negroni back 
at your hotel (cost: 20 reals), and in your mind, this is what 
you’d be eating eveiy day. Which is to say: This is a fantasy 
of not just a vacation town but of a vacation itself. Here, 
the artifice is all part of the fun of escape. 

But why Trancoso? Brazil, after all, has a 7,500-mile 
coastline from top to bottom, which means there are liter- 
ally thousands of pretty beaches, thousands of potentially 
pretty villages. Why, then, has Trancoso become the sort 
of place that, from Christmas to Easter, sees its population 
swell as Paulistas and Cariocans— each of them possessing 
that signature tan, that signature litheness, which seem to 
be the wealthy Brazilian’s birthright— buzz into town in 
their private helicopters? Why does fashion heiress Geor- 
gina Brandolini d’Adda have a house here? Why has Ander- 
son Cooper bought a plot of land right on the Quadrado? 
Why, during Brazifs mild winters, does Instagram fill with 
images of the little white Sao Joao Batista Church? How, in 
other words, did Trancoso become Trancoso? 


“It was because of the hippies,” Wilbert Das 
told me on my most reeent visit. The former 
ereative director of Diesel now owns Uxua 
Casa Hotel and Spa, occupying a group of 11 
refurbished houses on the Quadrado. “They 
came to Trancoso in the late seventies and 
ended up reviving it.” When the first tourists 
arrived. Das said, the town was on the edge of 
extinetion: The geography that makes Tran- 
coso so desirable today— a relatively small 
bay hemmed in by tropical forest so dense 
that it made the area impassable, unsuited to 
ever becoming a real port city— also isolated 
it. “It was closed off for 500 years,” he said. 
“In 1978, there were only 50 families left here. 
Electricity didn’t even arrive until 1982. The 
twenty something generation was having to 
leave to look for work.” 

“But then the first hippies arrived,” added 
Das’s business partner. Bob Shevlin. “They 
were Swiss, Argentinian, Russian, Italian, 
Erench, Brazilian. They saw and appreeiated 
the town for what it was, and they made the 
people who live here appreciate it, too. It was 
the hippies who blocked the Quadrado to all 
traffic; they were the ones who saw something 
to preserve. There’s this cliche that tourism 
cheapens a place, but here, tourism saved it.” 

Of course, those hippies are now rich. 
Later, as I walked down the packed- earth 
path to the beach, I passed a property— at 
least four houses deep and hidden from 
view by a tall wooden fence— that Das (who, 
though a relatively reeent arrival, is today 
something of the unoffteial town mayor) 
told me was bought “for nothing” by one of 
the early hippie settlers in the ’70s. And if the 
hippies— now in their sixties, cheerful and 
leathery from decades of paradisal living- 
are responsible for the town’s current incar- 
nation, they’ve also insured that Trancoso 
will never go the way of Waikiki or Punta del 
Este, onee-intimate beach communities that 
today are dominated by condos and overrun 
by package tours. Although Trancoso has 
a Relais & Chateaux property and there is 
talk of a much-delayed beachfront resort be- 
ing developed by the South American hotel 
group Easano, most of its hotels are inde- 
pendently owned B&Bs of varying levels of 
quality and chic within walking distance of 
the beach. “It’s just gotten too expensive for 
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Left: Classic 
Brazilian dishes 
with an Asian 
twist at Restaurante 
daSylvinha. 

This page: Window 
into the bar at Uxua. 



LIKE MANY 
PERFECT 
BEACH TOWNS, 
TRANCOSO 
HAS A SORT 
OF OUT OF 
TIME QUALITY, 
LARGELY 
BECAUSE TIME 
ITSELF HAS 
NO MEANING 
HERE. WHEN 
THE SUN IS 
UP,YOUGOTO 
THE BEACH. 



developers to build here,” said Shevlin. “Each 
of our neighbors— each of those bright-col- 
ored houses— is worth millions of dollars in 
land alone. A large corporation would never 
recoup its investment, which means Tran- 
coso will never get bigger than it is.” Add to 
this strict zoning laws which specify that no 
structure can be built higher than two stories 
and you have, he says, a place which has saved 
itself through its own desirability. 

Then there’s the alchemy of the town itself, 
which both men said would vanish were it to 
become something larger. “The locals and 
the hippies and artists have always gotten 
along,” said Das. “They created their own 
aesthetic and made this their paradise; the 
culture of one contaminated the other. Let’s 
face it, the best places on earth were founded 
by hippies and artists.” 


is also hippies and artists who— un- 
fairly or not— have a reputation for 
being masters of indolence, and in 
Trancoso, it’s alarmingly easy to 
honor their legacy by taking the art 
of dolcefarniente to new heights. I’m 
not exactly the most motivated of 
people to begin with, but after two 
days at Uxua, I was moving more 
slowly, and less frequently, than the 
giant silvery sloth that occasionally appears on the hotel’s property. 

Days began with one of the hotefs tropical-island-fantasy break- 
fasts: a variety of fresh-squeezed juices so thick and pulpy that the 
contents of each pitcher (guava, passion fruit, and mango one day; 
papaya, watermelon, lime, and banana the next) had to be stirred 
with a long hardwood stick before pouring; pdo de queijo (little blobs 
of chewy, yielding dough baked with cheese, and— unfortunately— 
just the right size for popping, whole, into the mouth); empanadas 
stuffed with chocolate or fresh coconut cream; and, best of all, the 
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For more photographs of Trancoso, 
visit cntraveler.com/brazil. 


day’s cake (coconut glazed white with cit- 
rus icing; a dense, vanilla- scented chocolate 
Bundt; a lime- and- orange loaf with a biting, 
tart crust). After breakfast— at which I was 
always the only one (my fellow guests, most 
of them the aforementioned rich Brazilians, 
as well as Italians and French, didn’t seem 
to get up until noon)— I walked down to the 
beach, where Uxua has a bar made from 
an old wooden fisherman’s boat. I drank. 
I read my book. I swam, the water beneath 
me the same limpid pale-blue as the sky, the 
horizon line that divided the two blurring 
so completely that at times it felt as if I were 
suspended in some imaginary state half- 
way between the water and the air (though 
that could also have been the drunkenness). 
When the light began to dim— the sunsets in 
Trancoso, as in all equatorial locations, are 
brilliant but brief— I stumbled back up to the 
just- rousing town, into the shower, and then 
out onto the green again to find the crepe 
vendor. I couldn’t remember the last time 
I’d done less— or the last time I’d done things 
less familiar, things I would never have done 
back home in New York. Day drinking. Wav- 
ing at strangers. Eating cake for breakfast. 
On my second to last day, I took a drive with 
Das down a bumpy dirt road to what I’d re- 
membered— accurately— as the most beauti- 
ful beach in the world: Praia do Espelho, or 
Mirror Beach, so named because at low tide, 
the water seems to pleat back from the shore, 
and the sand becomes a series of shallow tide 
pools, so still and clear and perfectly reflec- 
tive that for a moment you think you might 
be having a vision. After splashing around 
for a while, we waded across one of the es- 
tuaries to Restaurante da Sylvinha, a cheeiy 
fish shack that serves the freshest catch and 
pleasantly dizzying drinks made with tropi- 
cal fruit and (lots of) icy vodka. 

That sense of improbability the town pro- 
voked made me realize then that maybe the 
Trancosan fantasy of no one caring who you 
are or how much money you have wasn’t 
such a fantasy after all. This seems a strange 
thing to say in Brazil. Even in an increasingly 
inequitable world, the country’s economic 
gap is severe: The richest one percent of the 
population, collectively, have as much money 


From far left: 

Dining and 
drinking options 
beokon en route 
to the main 
beaoh; Uxua’s 
beaoh bar; looal 
musioians 
jamming in town. 



as the poorest 50 percent; there is no avoiding the country’s poverty. 

But there was a funny kind of democracy at work here as well, some- 
thing as ephemeral as it was undeniable. As someone who grew up in 
a well- visited beach town— Honolulu— I’m always skeptical of claims 
that locals and tourists mix seamlessly, and with mutual respect. But 
it really did seem to be the case in Trancoso: There was none of the 
cultural apartheid I felt when, as a child, I knew that certain beaches, 
certain stores, certain restaurants, were off-limits to me— they were 
for the tourists, and I was a local. On Trancoso’s beach, however, I 
watched as women I knew were rich— from their accessories, their 
clothes, their whiteness— talked, casually and at length, with the ven- 
dors (mostly black) who were strolling the sand, selling homemade 
coconut oil, foot massages, and trinkets. Between them there was a 
sense of, if not equality, then at least community, of belonging, of ev- 
eryone’s fundamental right to the beach itself And indeed, once you 
were in the water, you couldn’t tell who was rich and who was poor: 
We were a series of bobbing heads, lolling there like seals— the sea be- 
longed to us all. I couldn’t imagine a scene like this in the Hamptons, 
or anywhere else, really. But here in Trancoso, I found it. ♦ 
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ou won’t find any eye-catching logos or bling. As with all 
things, Goyard does luxury a little differently, in its own 
quiet way. After more than a century and a half in busi- 
ness, the Parisian malletier is the equivalent of a whisper 
in a world of shouts. Its workshop in Carcassonne, the 
tucked- away village in the southwest of France, is more 
like a laboratory: The paint Goyard mixes to emblazon 
Goyardine, the proprietary coated cloth used to make 
all of its bags, has been a top-secret recipe since 1853. It 
doesn’t advertise, and it definitely doesn’t sell online— you’ll have to seek out Go- 
yard in a handful of storied emporiums or in its Paris flagship. 1 1f s precisely that 
exclusivity which appeals to the brand’s collectors, who covet the highly custom- 
ized pieces. Sir Arthur Conan Doyle kept his writing materials in a Goyard trunk, 
which held a typewriter and foldout desk; Alain Ducasse uses his to store his cut- 
lery. Josephine Baker had a custom Goyard carrier for her cheetah; Choupette, Karl 



178 CONDE NAST TRAVELER / NOVEMBER 2015 






Right: Trunks in 
the company’s 
private storage 
rooms bear names 
like Cartier and 
Windsor and stamps 
of trips once taken. 


Lagerfeld’s beloved and deliciously spoiled 
cat, makes her world travels in a Goyard case. 
A few other clients you may have heard of: the 
Windsors, the Grimaldis, the Romanovs, the 
Rockefellers, Coco Chanel, Jeanne Moreau, 
and Lauren Bacall, whose extensive collec- 
tion was recently auctioned at Bonhams. 

Goyard’s doorstop-size black book of cli- 
ents is what enchants Barneys New York 
creative ambassador Simon Doonan (known 
for sporting a cross-body messenger bag 
with his initials in bright paint). “Who doesn't 
want to have the same luggage as Josephine 
Baker?” he asks. For PR guru Lola Rykiel, 
that legacy is a personal affair— her grand- 
mother Sonia’s bespoke luggage sets were a 
gateway drug. “It was one of the things that I 
had to wait to be 21 to own,” she says. “Now 
I treasure my Goyard. It’s timeless, mysteri- 
ous, and makes me feel a bit like Catherine 
Deneuve.” (Yes, another Goyard customer.) 

Inevitably, these creations keep their chic 
longer than any fleeting trend. On a long-ago 
trip to Paris, Vogue contributing fashion ed- 
itor Lynn Yaeger bought a monogrammed 
red bag that she says still “wears like iron.” 
The rapper Tyga is one of many to praise 
the brand in his lyrics (see also: Kanye West, 
A$AP Rocky): “Goyard is the leather goods 
equivalent of a super-limited sports car,” he 
says, adding, “a McLaren Stirling Moss edi- 
tion, to be exact. The ultimate in luxury and 
quality.” And, just like a classic car, it looks 
better with a little mileage. ♦ 
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1^ the far north of Iceland, the 

" " " barren coastline gathers into 

a stubby finger that points to- 
ward the North Pole. Some 50 
miles long, it’s studded with 
snowy mountains and ringed 
by black volcanic beaches, and 
in mid-winter the sun doesn’t 
rise for more than two months. 
It would be mysterious, like something from Tolkien, even 
without the name Trollaskagi (translation: Troll Penin- 
sula). Near its very tip— accessible only by long, narrow 
tunnels that burrow beneath the mountains— is a lonely 
little fishing town, Siglul]or6ur, where, as improbable as 
it might seem, I was heading for a ski holiday. 

Flying into Reykjavik and then continuing in a small 
turboprop 150 miles northeast to Akureyri, I picked up 
a rental car and drove north. By the time I reached the 
seven-mile-long tunnel that links Siglufjordur to the rest 
of the peninsula, it was dark and snow lay thick on the 
ground. It was May and I had left warm and sunny Lon- 
don that morning; now I found myself inside a snow globe 
at the edge of the Arctic. 

Though it could scarcely be more isolated, Siglufjordur 
was once Iceland’s boomtown. For the first half of the last 
centuiy, it was the world capital of the herring industiy, the 
“Klondike of the North,” with five dance halls, two daily 
newspapers, and a carnival spirit thanks to the thousands 
of “herring girls” who would come from farms and villages 
across the countiy to process and pack fish eveiy summer. 
In some years Siglo, as it’s known for short, accounted for 
45 percent of Iceland’s total exports. It was even briefly the 
talk of New York City, when visitors to the 1939 World’s 
Fair marveled at films showing huge vats of writhing silver 
fish being lifted by crane onto Siglo’s docks. 

Then the great party came to a sudden end. The over- 
fished herring stocks disappeared in 1969, and Siglo 
crashed. With packing plant work scarce, the herring girls 



stayed home, and locals began to drift away. 
The population, once as large as 12,000, 
dwindled to about 1,200. Fish factories 
were abandoned. Docks crumbled into the 
sea. Today, the streets are so silent that you 
can easily walk for blocks and hear only 
the crunch of snow and the wail of seagulls. 
The biggest attraction is the Herring Era 
Museum, where visitors can learn the finer 
points of fish oil extraction. 


Previous page: 

The author makes 
a first descent of 
Heidi’s Run, outside 
Sigluf]6rdur, while 
guides from Eleven 
Experience watch 
from the clifftops. 
Above: Along 
Iceland's Highway 1. 
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THOUGH THE 
SECRET IS 
GETTING OUT, 
VISITOR 
NUMBERS 
REMAIN LOW. 
FEWER SKIERS 
COME TO 
THE TROLL 
PENINSULA IN 
A YEAR THAN 
VISIT VAIL 
OR VAL D’ISERE 
IN A WEEKEND. 


And yet against these odds, Siglo is show- 
ing glimmers of a new gold rush. Bars and 
cafes once frequented only by fishermen, lo- 
cals told me, now draw Canadian mountain 
guides. Wall Street bankers, and wealthy Lon- 
doners, as this hard-luck town— marooned on 
Europe’s farthest fringe— has suddenly found 
itself the hottest ticket in skiing. 

A decade ago, few outside Iceland had ever 
heard of the Troll Peninsula, let alone skied 


there. But in 2008, an enterprising local mountain guide named 
Jokull Bergmann chartered a helicopter and invited a group of cli- 
ents to tiy Iceland’s first heli-ski trip. They went home with tales of 
wild first descents, an increasingly rare privilege that affords pio- 
neers the right to name their run, according to a convention shared 
by skiers and mountaineers worldwide. 

Word soon spread through the tight-knit ski community, and 
more adventurers headed north. This season will see three separate 
heli-ski companies operating— more than in the whole of Colo- 
rado— from at least four bases on the peninsula. 
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I had arranged my visit with Eleven Ex- 
perience, a small but no-expense-spared 
travel company owned by Chad Pike, the 
American vice chairman of the investment 
group Blackstone Europe. Eleven’s growing 
portfolio of super-luxe properties includes 
a colonial beach house in the Bahamas, a 
country estate in Wiltshire, England, and 
an eighteenth- century canal house in Am- 
sterdam. With a couple of other guests, I 
stayed at Eleven’s temporary base, a simple 
inn in Siglo, while Pike’s latest and most 
implausible acquisition was taking shape in 
an empty valley to the west of town: By the 
2016 season, Deplar Earm will be the most 
lavish lodge ever seen in northern Iceland, 
complete with an indoor/outdoor swim- 
ming pool, a spa with six treatment rooms, 
a theater, a dozen suites, and heli-skiing 
from the door. That someone like Pike, who 
could have easily chosen to set up in Aspen, 
Courchevel, or St. Moritz, chose humble 
Siglo instead hints at the riches that lie hid- 
den in the mountains all around. 

“This place is unique,” said Mike Barney, 
our lead guide, preparing us for the coming 
days of skiing. Charming and soft-spoken, 
the 36-year-old has years of experience as 
a heli-ski guide in Alaska, Chile, and Colo- 
rado, but he’s particularly excited by what he 
has been finding in Iceland. “You get these 
long runs, sometimes right down to the 
shore. The snowpack is really stable, the sea- 
son goes into June— when you can heli-ski 
until late at night— and there’s just so much to 
explore. Erom the window at Deplar we can 
look out and see 30 possible landing spots.” 

We drove out to Siglo’s abandoned airport, 
which Eleven has co-opted as a makeshift he- 
licopter base. Eirst came briefings about the 
A- Star aircraft, about the safety equipment 
we would cariy in our rucksacks, about us- 
ing transceivers in the event of an avalanche. 
Then, finally, it was time to fly. 


The helicopter carried four of us up over the 
roofs of the wooden houses, the church, the 
hulks of fishing boats. We climbed quickly 
and smoothly, tracing the contours of Haf- 
narfjall, the mountain that looms over the 



Left: Cottages at 
Klaengsholl Lodge. 

This page, 
from top: Jokull 
Bergmann, the 
founder of Arotio 
Heli Skiing and 
one of the fathers 
of expedition 
skiing in loeland, 
at Klaengsholl 
Lodge; a pool 
open to the publio 
along the sea in 
Hofsos, on the 
western shore of 
the Troll Peninsula. 


town, while geese flew in formation far below. Suddenly, 
we crested the ridge and the horizon unfurled before 
us: Countless peaks and valleys, smothered in white, 
stretched into the distance, the blue of the open Arctic 
Ocean just visible beyond. 

After four or five minutes, the helicopter touched down 
on a broad summit and we clambered out and crouched 
on the ground. The rotors furiously beat the air above 
our heads while Barney unloaded the skis; then the pilot 
lifted off and dropped away into the valley, the frenzied 
noise replaced by silence. 
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Eleven Experience 
guides scouting a line 
through the powder. 



Though it was long after the end of the ski season in 
both the Alps and the Rockies, the wide-open slope be- 
low us was covered in a foot of fresh powder. One by one 
we pushed off, choosing our own lines, slicing through 
the downy- soft snow in broad, fast turns, then regroup- 
ing hundreds of yards below, grinning and breathing 
hard, ready for a helicopter pickup to do it all again. 

The experience is both comfortably familiar and won- 
derfully alien. Imagine a top-to-bottom run at your favorite 
ski resort. Now strip away the ski lifts, the restaurants, the 
patrol huts, the trail markers, the boundary ropes, and— 
most important— all the other skiers. Add just the faintest 
scent of sea air and the occasional purple smudge of wild 
blueberries on the snow— and the fact that your friends 
back home haven’t yet tackled these peaks. And though the 
secret is getting out, visitor numbers remain surprisingly 
low. Even now, fewer skiers come to the Troll Peninsula in 
a year than visit Vail or Val d’l sere in a weekend. 

That any of this has happened at all is largely thanks 
to Bergmann, whom I met one evening after driving to 
the former sheep farm 25 miles south of Siglo where he 
grew up. The 39-year-old native Icelander, whose full 
name literally means Glacier Mountain Man, worked as 
a shepherd here as a boy before moving to Chamonix to 
start a new life as a mountain guide. He returned to Ice- 
land in 2001, at the age of 25, to help care for his dying 
grandfather. A few days after the funeral, Bergmann be- 
gan packing for his return to Chamonix but went out for 
a last climb before leaving for the Alps. 

That decision would change his life. In the mountains 
above Klaengsholl, he was scaling a frozen waterfall when 
a freak avalanche swept him over a cliff and sent him tum- 
bling more than a thousand feet, breaking three vertebrae 
in his neck and a dozen other bones. Doctors warned that 
he might spend the rest of his life trying to recover. 

“While I was flat on my back for months, I had a lot of 
time to think,” Bergmann said, sitting in the cozy kitchen 
of the farmhouse, recounting the bleak details. “I began to 
really see the potential here. I decided then that I wasn’t 
going back to France.” 

After a six-month struggle back to health, he went to 
Canada, learned all he could about the heli-ski business, 
from operations to marketing, completed his interna- 
tional guiding qualifications, and then returned to set up 
Arctic Heli Skiing in 2008. It’s still based at the family 
farm. Meals are eaten together around the kitchen table; 
a bookcase in the lounge is carved with the date 1921, the 
year Bergmann’s great-grandfather built it. But the busi- 
ness has grown every year, with four new guest cabins, a 
yoga studio, and even an apres-ski lounge in an old barn 
within the last four years. This season, Arctic Heli Ski- 
ing will also fly from a second lodge, a newly converted 
farmhouse near Dalvik, another of the Troll Peninsula’s 
coastal towns. Despite such expansion, there’s little risk 
of the virgin snow and first descents running out. “I did 


Take This Trip 

Your primer on northern 
iceiand’s backcountry. 


WHOCANHELi-SKi 

There are no beginner runs 
here, but the Troll Peninsula 
has gentle terrain suitable 
for intermediates who are 
comfortable with powder 
as well as steeps to challenge 
the more experienced set. 

THE OUTFiTTERS 
Eieven Experience offers 
a three-night package 
starting at $10,000 per per- 
son, including equipment, 
guiding, and lodging (eleven 
experience.com). Arctic 
Heii Skiing has a similarly 
all-inclusive four-night 
stay from $7,500 per person 
(arcticheliskiing.com). 

WHEN TO GO 

The heli-ski season runs 
from March through June. 
Peak season is May, when 
the conditions are excellent. 

GETTING THERE 

Iceiandair flies direct from 
ten U.S. cities to Reykjavik. 
From there it's a 45-minute 
Air Iceland flight to Akureyri, 
40 miles southeast of Siglo. 
Ski operators can arrange 
transfers, or travelers 
can rent a car from Avis or 
Hertz at Akureyri Airport. 

ON THE MENU 

Local specialties like wild 
goose and smoked puffin 
are surprisingly good; 
the daring can accept the 
classic gastro-challenge 
of/7a/car/(putrified shark) 
washed down with Brennivin 
(caraway-flavored schnapps). 

AND FOR THE SKI AVERSE 

If you’re traveling with some- 
one who’s not interested 
in hitting the mountains, there 
are other things to do in 
Iceland — like bathing in hot 
springs, horseback riding, 
or hiking volcanoes. 


three of them last week,” Bergmann said. 
“The possibilities here are endless.” 

My own opportunity came on my third 
and final day. Our group flew up a hanging 
valley close to Deplar and landed at its head, 
above a band of cliffs. We peered over the 
edge, scanning the snow for the best line. 
Then, without ceremony, Barney said, “See 
you at the bottom,” and waved me on. 

It was steep and icy at first, with a narrow 
choke between some rocks, and then opened 
out onto a wide slope, aU the more glorious for 
never having been skied before. Waves of cold 
powder billowed up into my face at eveiy turn, 
and I went faster and faster until the sensation 
was somewhere between falling and flying, a 
delicious mania I never wanted to end. 

Back home in London the following week, I 
took my two-year-old daughter, Heidi, to the 
park. It was hot, and as I pushed the stroller, 
my mind began to wander back to that spar- 
kling strip of white, stuck up there in the 
snow globe. When my daughter is older. I’ll 
tell her how it came to have her name. ♦ 


Tom Robbins is travel editor of the Financial Times. 




Clockwise from top: 

Siglo’s “famous” Herring 
Era Museum; the lonely 
road to Deplar Farm; 
Hvitserkur Rook, about 
125 miles west of Siglo. 
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EYOND ISTANBUL’S 
ED CITY AND GRAND 
\ZAAR, THREE 
ONCE NEGLECTED 
NEIGHBORHOODS 
HAVE REALIGNED THE 
CITY’S ORBIT- AND 
BECOME CENTERS OE 
TURKEY’S CUTTING EDGE. 



Istanbul 


is one of those cultural pilgrimage sites, like Delhi or Cairo, 
that can too easily be reduced to a checklist of must-sees: 
the Blue Mosque, Hagia Sophia, Topkapi Palace, the 
Grand Bazaar. The sheer abundance of historical high- 
lights means you could spend an entire vacation trailing 
tourists through the Old City. But having lived here for 
many years, I now give this advice to visiting friends: Pack 
the postcard stuff into a couple of days, then strike out 
beyond the historic center. 1 For the last few years, travel- 
ers in the know have followed sophisticated locals to the 
neighborhoods of Galata and Karakoy— both north of the 
Old City, in the Beyoglu district. Here, young Turks and 
foreigners have poured their creativity (and cash) into 
cavernous old buildings and waterfront warehouses and 
created thriving new hubs in which to shop, eat, and stay. 
Tumbling down steep hills to the Bosphorus, Beyoglu had 
foundered after its zenith as a cosmopolitan, multicultural 
enclave at the turn of the twentieth century. (Then called 
Pera, it was a magnet for the likes of Hemingway, Trotsky, 
and Agatha Christie.) When I first moved to Istanbul, 
these streets were eerily empty at night. Then the revving 
economy of the 2000s began to inj ect new life into Galata, 
and stunning fm-de-siecle buildings were converted into 
luxury flats and designer ateliers. That rapid gentrifrcation 
soon rolled down the slope to Karakoy— formerly a hang- 
out for repair- shop workers and fishmongers— whose 
total transformation was all but assured with the 2004 
opening of the Istanbul Modern art museum. Today, 
Karakoy and Galata are dynamic patchworks of time- 
worn architecture and leading-edge culture, with traces of 
gritty commercialism: a little scruffy, a bit self-consciously 
bohemian, and set against the Bosphorus’s irrepressible 
glamour and beauty. 1 From there it’s an easy feriy ride 
to the Asian side, where Kadikoy— a long-established en- 
clave for hipsters and leftists, lined with giant knotty trees 
and tiny churches— is also hitting the international radar. 
In a city as sprawling and tricky to navigate as Istanbul, it’s 
a bonus that the three scene-iest neighborhoods are also 
among the most walkable. Here’s how to spend a day and 
a night in each of them. 





Previous page, 
from left: The 

Karabatak cafe in 
Karakoy occupies a 
rehabbed metal 
workshop; a view 
of Gal ata from 
the Suleymaniye 
mosque and (inset) 
one of its domes; 
Galata’s Mavra Cafe 
Design Workshop. 
This page, from 
left: At Karabatak, 
the coffee menu 
is several pages 
long; the sixteenth- 
century Kilig AN 
Pasa hammam, 
now restored as a 
luxury bathhouse; 
the landmark Galata 
Tower, built by 
the Genoese in 1348. 


For an in-teractive map of fhe neighborhoods featured, 
visit cntraveler . com/ istanbul- outside - in . 
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Situated at the peak of Beyoglu’s hill and at the 
far end of Istanbul’s main artery, Istiklal Cad- 
desi, Galata was once a haven for Turkey’s Jewish, 
Greek, Armenian, and Italian communities— but when most of these 
minorities fled after World War I, the area fell into disrepair. Turkey’s 
recent economic boom brought a moneyed, artsy crowd, who fell for 
the carved- stone facades and high ceilings of Galata’s Art Nouveau 
buildings— many of which have been restored to their former glory. 
Early on, the neighborhood attracted Turkish designers like Arzu 
Kaprol and the firm Autoban. 

On Kumbaraci Yoku§u, the two-year-old nouvelle Turkish restau- 
rant YenI Lokanta has become a high-end neighborhood favorite; 
come for the grilled octopus, stay for the kadayif with smoked buffalo 
milk ice cream. Continue down Galip Dede Caddesi toward the four- 
teenth-centuiy stone Galata Tower, and have a glass of Suvla blush 
wine at Galata Kiva. Nearby, Serdar-i Ekrem Sokak is lined with fur- 
niture showrooms, concept stores, and clothing shops, many of them 
featuring local designers. Check out Archive, a modern design gallery 
selling stylish home accessories and sculptural furniture; the stunning 


GALATA 


From left: On 

Tellalzade 
Sokak in Kadikoy, 
an antiques 
store oonjures 
fin-de-sieole 
Constantinople; 
Karakoy 
Lokantasi, a 
traditional 
meyhane, or 
Turkish tavern. 


GALATA 


STAY 

Adahan Istanbul 

General Yazgan 
Sokagi 14; adahan 
istanbul.oom; 
from $112. 

Georges Hotel 
Galata 

Serdar-i Ekrem 
Caddesi 24; georges 
.oom; from $123. 

Soho House Istanbul 

Me§rutiyet Caddesi 
56; sohohouseistanbul 
.oom; from $217. 

EAT 

Furreyya Galata 
Balikcisi 

Serdar-i Ekrem 
Sokak 2/B; furreyya 
galata.oom. 

Galata Kiva 

Galata Kulesi Sokak 4; 
galatakivahan.oom. 

Gram 

istiklal, Me§rutiyet 
Caddesi 107/D; 
grampera.oom. 

Mavra Cafe 
Design Workshop 

Serdar-i Ekrem 
Sokak 31/A. 

Yeni Lokanta 

Kumbaraoi Yoku§u 
Sokak 66; 
lokantayeni.oom. 

SHOP 

Archive 

Serdar-i Ekrem 19; 
arohive.com.tr. 

Gasia 

Serdar-i Ekrem 
Caddesi Dogan 30-B; 
gasiajewelry.com. 


couture jewelry shop Gasia, in business since 
the 1970s; and the elegant 20-room Georges 
Hotel Galata, whose rooftop Erench restau- 
rant is one of Beyoglu’s most Instagram-ready 
spots for a drink and a sunset view. Eor a 
more down-home meal, tiy Furreyya Galata 
Balikcisi, a seafood joint with tasty fish wraps 
and fresh salads, or if fresh juices and hearty 
burgers are more your style, pop into the ul- 
tra-trendy Mavra Cafe Design Workshop. 

On Me§rutiyet Caddesi, the new Soho 
House Istanbul is in the former U.S. consul- 
ate, a nineteenth- centuiy Italianate palazzo. 
Here, you’ll find Istanbul’s well-heeled cre- 
ative class lounging in rooms that seamlessly 
blend neoclassical grandeur, Turkish tex- 
tiles, and comfy mid- century furnishings, 
or meeting over drinks at one of the hotefs 
two rooftop pools. Eor a quick lunch featur- 
ing a detour-worthy salad buffet (think arti- 
chokes with sour green plums, watermelon 
with cracked wheat), head to the tiny Gram, 
helmed by one of the city’s most innovative 
young chefs, Didem Senol. Above it is the 
gorgeously renovated Adahan Istanbul, where 
the expansive rooftop lounge, not the slightly 
austere rooms, is the draw. 


All the way down Galata’s 
KARAKOY hill, the neighborhood 
merges into Karakoy. Just 
five years ago, young Istanbullus might have 
come here only to pick up some baklava from 
the nearly 200-year-old bakery Karakoy 
Giilliioglu, or olives and cheese from the food 
hall Namli Gurme. But Karakoy’s maze of com- 
mercial streets behind the docks is increas- 
ingly dotted with watering holes, shops, and 
galleries. Eirst, you’ll run into the old Otto- 
man Bank building on Bankalar Caddesi, 
now the galleiy/performance/research space 
Salt Galata, featuring emerging Turkish art- 
ists. Next door, another former bank has been 
transformed into Vault Karakoy, The House 
Hotel, whose light-filled mix of Gilded Age 
glamour and sleek furnishings is emblematic 
of Turkey’s design-savvy House Hotel brand. 
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Farther on is the always reliable Akin Balik, 
where you’ll want to grab an outdoor table 
on the leafy banks of the Golden Horn, order 
the fried calamari, and watch fishermen cast 
their lines off the nearby bridge. 

Across the way at Karakoy Giimruk, Greek 
chef Stavriani Zervakakou’s ever-changing 
menu has featured white grouper cooked 
in an egg-and-chicken broth or sage-sea- 
soned smoked pork. Quirkily decorated by 
the restaurant’s owner, a film art director, 
the building is one of Beyoglu’s many archi- 
tectural standouts. Nearby, two restaurants 
attract Istanbul’s culturati: Karakoy Lokan- 
tasi is a note-perfect meyhane, or traditional 
Turkish tavern; if you’re craving a classic ra- 
ki-meze-and-fish lunch or dinner, this is the 
place. Next door, the more refined Lokanta 
Maya— another Didem Senol outpost— serves 
pan-Mediterranean dishes such as seafood 
linguine and caramelized sea bass. Behind 
the two restaurants, pedestrian streets are 
strung with ivy and twinkling lights, and 
buzzing cafes and bars spill out onto the cob- 
blestones. Have a Viennese espresso at the 
Karabatak coffeehouse, in a former metal 
workshop playfully decorated with vintage 
cafe tables and Julius Meinl posters. Feeling 
more like a drink? Head across the street to 
the always-packed Unter (skip the uninspiring 
comfort food and come for cocktails). Not far 
from here, the sweets and tea shop Dem car- 
ries Chinese, Japanese, Indian, South Afri- 
can, and local teas; and the brilliant concept 
store Mae Zae sells bathing suits, furniture, 
and handmade jeweliy (you’ll know it by the 
golden retriever that’s usually lounging out- 
side). At the other end of the neighborhood, 
the stunning K1I19 Ali Pa§a mosque rises next 
to a luxuriously restored sixteenth- century 
hammam that will reinvigorate tired legs. 
Wind up at the tiny, transporting restaurant 
Naif— imagine a cafe on a sun-bleached Ae- 
gean island. It’s got some of the best salads 
in Istanbul, in particular the sorrel and av- 
ocado, and is another memorable spot for 
people-watching. 


KARAKOY 


STAY 

Vault Karakoy, The 
House Hotel 

Bankalar Caddesi 5; 
thehousehotel.com; 
from $145. 

EAT 

Akin Balik 

Fermeneciler Caddesi ali 
Yazici Sokak Gumruk 
Han D:10; akinbalik.com. 

Dem 

Hoca Tahsin Sokak 17; 
dem-istanbul.com. 


Step off the boat onto the shores of Kadikoy— across 
the river on the Asian side— and you’ll swear you’ve 
been delivered to some hip Western enclave like 
East London. So distinct is this neighborhood’s laid-back spirit that 
many residents call themselves Kadikoylu rather than Istanbullus. 
Though Kadikoy is certainly welcoming to both families and singles, its 
biggest lure is its restaurants and bar scene. For the latter, avoid Barlar 
Sokak, overflowing with raucous twentysomethings, and head to Arka- 
oda, where great indie rock enlivens the beautifully lit outdoor space, 
or to moody Karga Bar, whose sound track skews more low-key. Before 
embarking on a long night on the town, stop at Qlya SofrasI— one of 
Istanbul’s most celebrated restaurants despite its unassuming appear- 
ance— for traditional and hard-to-fmd regional cuisines from across 
the country (a highlight: lamb meatballs in cheriy sauce). Another lo- 
cal favorite is CIballkapi BalikQisi, a meyhane with a tranquil courtyard 
just a short stroll from the sea. Kadikoy’s bakeries are deservedly re- 
nowned: Minuscule Serger makes terrific katmer pastry laden with 
pistachios, while Ellf PastanesI has fabulous buttery cookies and the 
savory cheese-stuffed bread known as pogaca. 

Cool as Kadikoy is, the high point of any visit may well be the ferry 
ride over, on a boat with throwback 1970s decor (at $1.50, it’s also one 
of the city’s cheapest thrills). To cross the Bosphorus from Karakoy at 
any time of day is to luxuriate in that strange feeling which is Istan- 
bul’s greatest gift to the rest of us— of being at the churning intersec- 
tion of the world, at both the end and the beginning of time. ♦ 


KADIKOY 


Karabatak 

Karaali Kaptan 
Sokak 7; karabatak 
karakoy.com. 

Karakoy Gumruk 

Gumruk Sokak 4; 
karakoygu m ru k.com.tr. 

Karakoy LokantasI 

Kemanke§ Caddesi 37/A; 
karakoylokantasi.com. 

Lokanta Maya 

Kemanke§ Caddesi 35; 
lokantamaya.com. 

Naif 

Mumhane Caddesi 52; 
naifistanbul.com. 

Unter 

Karaali Kaptan Sokak 4; 
unter.com.tr. 

SHOP 

Karakoy Giilliioglu 

Rihtim Caddesi Katli 
Otopark Alti 3-4; karakoy 
gulluoglu.com.tr. 

K1I19 All Pa§a HamamI 

Hamam Sokak 1; kilicali 
pasahamami.com. 

Mae Zae 

Hoca Tahsin Sokak 16A; 
maezae.com. 

Namli Gurme 

Caddesi Katotopark Alti 
1/1; namligida.com.tr. 
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kadikOy 



From left: 

The lobby at Vault 
Karakoy hotel, in 
a nineteenth-oentury 
bank building; the 


lively street soene in 
Galata; traditional 
Mediterranean dishes 
like fried zuoohini and 
kofte at Naif 


EAT 

Cibalikapi Balikgisi 

Kadir Has Caddesi 5; 
oibalikapibalikoisi.oom. 

Qiya Sofrasi 

Gune§li Bahge Sokak 
43; oiya.oom.tr. 

Elif Pastanesi 

Moda Caddesi 198; 
elifpastanesi.oom. 

Serger 

Moda Caddesi 100; 
90-216-346-4682. 

DRINK 

Arkaoda 

Kadife Sokak 18/A; 
arkaoda.oom. 

Karga Bar 

Kadife Sokak 16. 


A Note on Safety 

Given reoent seourity 
oonoerns in Turkey, 
it’s a good idea to 
oonsult the latest U.S. 
State Department 
travel advisories 
before planning a trip; 
travel.state.gov. 
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THE BODYHOLIDAY, ST. LUCIA 

blissful"balance 


( iiech' in amt fihafw up pour miml, fmhp and spin f 


The Body Holiday pmmiseof 
"give us your body for a week 
and well give you back your 
mmd** sums up the ethos of 
this CmdeNmt TravehrGM 
List Destination Spa. It's the 
only vacation in the world to 
offer a personalized experience 
that blends beach, spa, 
wellness, and decadence* 

The ocean front alldnclu- 
sive enclave operates within 
four pillars- relaxation, reju- 
venation. exercise, and diet* 
Guests reinvigorate with an 
endless menu of fitness class- 
es from yoga, Pilates, and tai 
chi to archery, golf, tennis. 


and spinning in a glass- 
enclnsed ireetop studio* 
Prior to arrival, each guest 
can personalize their va- 
cation experience to their 
ideal programs Do as little 
or as much as you like* 


plus, all stays include 
daily spa treatments in 
the Intimate Moorish-in- 
riuenced Wellness Centre, 
which includes the exclu- 
sive Dr. Michael Prager 
Skin Clinic, 




FlNp VO UR aiVawav TOPJIV* OO to THC«OPVHOltO*T.COM^CNT 



Give us your body for a 
week and we’ll give you 
back your mind. Of all the great 

beach vacations and spas in the world, 
only The BodyHoliday offers you the very 
best of both in beautiful Saint Lucia, Tailor 
your vacation to your wishes and choose 
from a menu of wellness options, sports and 
gourmet pleasures. It's all a body could ask 
for. To find out more about our exclusive 
reader offer cal! +1 888 877 4704 or visit 
www.thebodyholiday.com/cnt 

the bodyholida y 

Saint Lucia 


mo I CM^fl A * lOlJIlTFS t OF I'^At l^in r c IlCM 


PHOTOGRAPH BY FERDINANDO SOIANNA/MAGNUM PHOTOS 



Tips, tricks, and miscellany: Our editors’ guide to navigating the world. 


GOOD NEWS 

Looks like the Concorde may take to 
the skies yet again. A British organization called 
Club Concorde has amassed nearly $250 
million to relaunch the supersonic jet in 2019 for 
special events and charters. 


UNBELIEVABLE NEWS 

The U.S. Clympic and Paralympic Foundation 
is offering donors a $500,000 tax-deductible 
“custom hospitality program” for Rio 2016 
that includes VIP seats, meetings with athletes, 
luxury accommodations, and transport. 


BAD NEWS 

Thai Airways pulled the plug on its U.S. 
operations, flying its final Bangkok-Seoul-Los 
Angeles route at the end of Cctober — 
a downer for Star Alliance members, who can 
no longer use United miles on Thai. 




215,000 
Miles Logged 
Since 2014 

Simon Winchester, 
the British journalist 
and nonfiction writer, 
on the best in-flight 
meal and the travel app 
he won’t leave home 
without. His latest book, 
Pacific, is out this fall 
(HarperColUns, $29). 


I always pack A l-6l(A WITH EI-A(i:-ANl>- WHITE 

FlU, A ^aVA (oMPASS, Boy Koi/T (AN oPeNER, 
A /<0l.eSl^lNe NoTegoolc, ANl> WR-I^LE/'S ^I/M-ON A RoAl* TXlF 
THK-oi/^H NoR-THWernKN (HINA, I 1/S6I> SoA<£ To PI-1/4 A 4AS 
I-6A1: AND IT A(Tl/AUy HaP foK FlVC A<ll-6^ My favorite 
luggage is A iMAU RED ^l-oge-TRoTTER. (A^C-No WtiCefS, 
AI-WA/S (ARRjeP oN- My iPad is loaded wit h til/Nl>KEl>S of KE^eAK(fl 

gooics, l-lice W£Ng,y T. FKOWN'S "jjoF M6(flANl(AI- A<oV£A<£NTS: 
A<6(I<ANISMS fe l)£Vl(6S " on planes I'll eat AN/TWIN^ THAT'S 
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/^EAt ppi (ATHA/ FA(IFI(- The app I use most on the road is 
Tl/NEIN KAHo, So I (AN I-ISTEN To THE SHIPPING foK£(ASToN 
Eg(. IT'S (oMfoP.TlN4 To HEAP- Agoi/T SToKM FoP-(e 
WINP^ HATTER.IN^ ^MIPS IN FiNiSTEHHE AS I FAU ASLEEP- 


This Month’s Top Travel 
Tips from the Experts 

I See the Amazon on a new ship. 

“Two vessels, the Amazon Discoveiy 
and the MV Zajiro, began sailing the 
river in October,” says Tom Damon 
of Southwind Adventures, “and 
both still have availability for five- 
and eight-night sails through May.” 


2 Do Central America with the kids. 

“Active families love Belize and Costa 
Rica for Spring Break,” says Ignacio 
Vallin of Cox & Kings. “My top picks 
for hotels are Turtle Inn and Andaz 
Peninsula Papagayo Resort.” 


3 Book a privateyacht in Greece. 

“There are three reasons to charter 
now,” says Leftheris Papageorgiou 
of Hellenic Adventures. “You’ll get 
2015 prices for a 2016 trip, owners 
often provide early-booking 
discounts, and you’ll have the best 
selection of boats.” 


M See Botswanafor less. 

“The Mambo and Little Mambo 
safari camps are known for great 
wildlife, but they’re closed for parts 
of 2016,” says Greatways Travel’s 
Phoebe Weinberg. “Instead, stay at 
the temporary Mambo Trails 
Camp for about half the price.” 




Catch awesome soccer in Spain. 

“Real Madrid hosts Barcelona, 

Las Palmas, and Paris Saint-Germain 
at the famed Santiago Bernabeu 
Stadium this month,” says 
Mary Vaira of El Sol Villas, who 
can help fans score great seats. 


ILLUSTRATIONS BY DAVID SPARSHOTT 
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How to Fly All Over Brazil for Less Than $300 

Azul Airlines’ new all-inclusive air passes let you wing around Brazil on as many flights as you can cram 
into 10 or 21 days, for as little as $299 (book by November 30 for travel through December 15). 

To give you the most bang for your buck, we asked three of our trusted South American fixers how 
they’d maximize time on the ground while minimizing layovers (voeazul.com). 





fluiff 






pfmo 
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Days 1-3: Start in Rio. 
Hike the Tijuca rain forest 
and go hang-gliding at 
sunset offPedra Bonita 
mountain. Then fly to 
Campo Grande. 

Days 3-5: Go jaguar and 
maoaw spotting in 
Pantanal via speedboat 
and 4WD in the wetlands. 
Then fly to Porto Seguro. 
Days 5-7: Spend 
long days in Trancoso 
kite-surfing on the beaoh. 
Then fly to Lengois. 

Days 7-9: Hike, bike, and 
go oaving in Chapada 




Days 1-4: See Brazilian 
modernist art at Sao 
Paulo’s Pinaooteoa Museum 
or gallery-hop in the Villa 
Madalena neighborhood. 
Then fly to Rio. 

Days 4-6: Cheok out 
the exoellent olassio folk 
art at Rio’s Museo 
Casa do Pontal. Then fly 


Diamantina National 
Park. Then fly to Manaus. 
Days 9-11: Wrap up 
your Journey by swimming 
with pink dolphins in 
the Amazon. 

Planned by Iman 
Irvine at Dehouche 
(dehouche.com). 


to Belo Horizonte. 

Days 6-8: Wander through 
the Inhotim oontemporary 
soulpture park, and snap pios 
of the Portuguese Baroque 
arohiteoture in Ouro Preto. 
Then fly to Brasilia. 

Days 8-11: Finally, visit 
Brasilia to see Osoar 
Niemeyer’s ioonio white- 
stone arohiteoture. 

Planned by Emmanuel 
Burgio at Blue Parallel 
(blueparallel.com). 


BE ACH RETREAT 

Days 1-3: Beach hop in 
Rio, from the sceney 
Copacabana and Ipanema 
to the more laid-back Barra. 
Then fly to Porto Seguro. 
Days 3-5: Decompress 
completely in Trancoso, 
the most intoxicating 
destination in Bahia. Then 
fly to Salvador. 

Days 5-7: Peel yourself off 
the sand to stroll past the 


pastel-painted buildings in 
Salvador. Then fly to Reoife. 
Days 7-9: Explore the 
charming colonial town of 
Olinda. Then fly to 
Fernando de Noronha. 
Days 9-11: Snorkel in the 
turquoise waters of 
a 21-island archipelago in 
Fernando de Noronha. 

Planned by Martin 
Frankenberg at Matuete 
(matuete.com). 


OMBUDSMAN 

Iced Out in Italy 

O I rented a car from Hertz in 

Venice to take my family skiing 
in the Dolomites. The company 
gave us an SUV complete with snow 
chains, but after our arrival in Sexten, 
near the Austrian border, the fuel froze, 
rendering the vehicle unusable. The 
closest Hertz rental office, in Bolzano, 
had no cars available; ditto the Trento 
location. At the end of our stay— still ear- 
less, mind you!— we took a taxi ($338) 
and a train ($225) to get to Zurich, our 
departure city. Because Hertz was of 
no help, 1 e-mailed American Express, 
and it refunded the $763.83 cost of 
the rental. Now Hertz has added me to 
its “do not rent” list— and it sent my bill 
to a collection agency! What should I do? 
-Edward S., Rancho Santa Fe, California 


O Hertz Italy did a poor job of 
handling this problem in the 
moment, but it’s still best to deal directly 
with the travel company involved in 
a dispute before calling your credit card 
company. Of course, if you can’t 
resolve the problem and the deadline is 
approaching for disputing a charge with 
your credit card company— usually 90 
days from the transaction date— if s wise 
to file a claim with the card company. 
After Ombudsman contacted Hertz, 
it voided the charges for the rental- 
gone-wrong, removed the reader’s name 
from its DNR list, paid for the extra 
cab and train rides, and offered a week’s 
worth of points as a goodwill gesture. 


Need help solving a -travel 
problem? Ombudsman offers 
advice and media-tion: E-mail 
ombudsman@cn-traveler . com . 
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> FLOKIDA^S THE GO TO GETAWAY FOR FUN 
in the sun* And wth insider tips from travel blogger 
and fashion local Kara Franker, you'll also discover 
some Sunshine State surprises— Iconic architecture, 
natural wonders, and a treasure trove of actmties. 
From the eastern coast to the Gulf and the Florida 
Keys, start digging for gold. 


VISITFLOftlDA.COM 
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LOCAL LOVES 


EAT 
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DRINK 
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THH FLORIDA KEYS & KEY WEST 

ONE-Or-H-KIIID FINDS 


FROM OUTDOOR THRILLS TO HISTORIC SITES AND 
CULTURAL DELIGHTS, YOU'LL FIND IT IN THE KEYS 

W ITH CORAL KLEE'S, STUNNING SUNSETS, 
Spectacular seal'ood, and a laid-back vibe, The 
Florida Keys & Key West are full of unique dis- 
coveries— and this season you'll find lighted boat parades, 
arts festivals, and concerts under the stars. Rich in his- 
toiy^, arts, and culture, the 120-mile island chain also offers 
up eco-tours, spoitfishing, snorkeling, scuba diving, and 
more. Home to the continental United States' only li ving- 
coraf barrier reef, the areas diving is unparalleled- 
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Start tn Key Largo, 
where you can 
hike Wildlife trails, 
go snorkeling, 
and tweii stay in 
an iinden^'aler 
hotel. Explore 
tslamomda, 
known as the 
sportiisliittg capital 
of the world. These 
Islands are ^so 
home to beautiful 
nature reserA'cs 
and some amazing 
vistas. At the mid* 
point of the Florida 
Keys, Marathon 
has evcr^ihing 
from golf courses 
and historical sites 
to great beaches 
and wurid-dass 
dicing. Gel back to 
nature in Big Pine 


Key and the Lower 
Keys with a campout 
ora tranquil kayak 
tour. The southernmost 
Florida Key, vibrant 
Key West is a cultural 
panidise— check out its 
theaters, music venues, 
galleries, and hlsioric 
houseSt like the one 
Ernest Hemingway 
called home. 



VISITFLOfUDA.COM 


DIftCOVI&a TMi FtOfttOA XtYS « KEY WEST AT FtA'KiVC.COM 
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The 


Florida Keys 
&Key¥est . 

^/corneas you are 


The Florida Keys Is known for warm water, endless sunshine and a laid back attitude. 
But with everything from world-class fishing and diving, a thriving art and music 
scene and an incredible variety of bars and restaurants, you'll have to learn to 
pace yourself. fla-keys.coni TSOOila.keys 
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South Wilton at 


SOUTH WALTON 



t COLLECIION OF GEMS 

FOR TURQUOISE GULF WATER AND SUGAR- 
WHITE SANDp ESCAPE TO THE DIVERSE BEACH 

NEIGHBORHOODS OF SOUTH WALTON — 


W HILE ALVS BEACH HAS A M ED I I KK R AN EAN 
feel, with fountains, courtyards and white stucco 
stnictures, Rosemar\' Beach features a blend of aid 
Florida and Dutch West Indies architecture, WaterSound has 
a Cape Cod fee], and WaterColor has won awards for water 


beacliside spa treatment 
or browse in boiiliqueSp 
galleries, and designer 
outlets. Wlien hunger 
strikes. South Witl ton's 
food scene deli^^ers, with 
gourmet murkets, fresh 
seafood, local ingredients, 
and a range of inter* 
national cuisinesn live 
musk venues- as well 
as South Walton’s very 
own Seaside Repertory 
Theatre— will add excite- 
ment to your night 


LOCAL LOVES 
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conservation, clean air practices and energj’ efficiency. 1'he 
picturesque Seaside neighborliood’s traditional pastel-hued 
homes and white picket fences set a historic standard for the 
development of walkable communities. 


“si:t SAIL AiiOAun Tin: 
SOLARIS YACHT 
LOU IIULATIITAKIX; 
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Wliileyou're here, splash in the waves in 
Miramar Reudi or Seascape or try stand-up 
paddleboarding in Sandestin, hit the golf 
course or tennis courtp go fishing or bird* 
Avatchiiig at one of the area’s rare coastal 
dune lakes, or explore hundreds of miles of 
hiking and biking trails through i^tate parks, 
forests, and preserves. Relax with a luxurious 



VISITFLOflJDA.COM 


IM&COVCfl aOlflM WALTON AT VISITtOUTHWALTDN.COM 
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OTrage rental agency 


t largest provider of 
vacation rentals in Seaside, FL. 


c.*ot 1 1 ggTgn L alagenjgy.Cffirn I 877-2617613 


Hilton 


MMDIirnM IIACM 

CH3Lr iljoim jlPA 


N W Floridans largest 
full -service beachfrom hotel. 

hiltonsandesUnbcach^com I 800-559 4805 


= Edgewater 

Bradi Candotninmm 

World-class architecture 
and seaside charm. 

e<tgewaterbeach,com 800-822-4929 





The NOBU Pool 
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W ITH ITS LKCShNHAHY TOWER AND 
ultramodern Oeean Tower, this iconic 
Collins Avenue hotel is both classic 
and contemporarj; With breathtaking views 
over the Miami Beach oceanfront, the yacht- 
lined Intracoastal Waterway, or the mansions 
of fabled MilKonaires Row*; the resorts spacious 
and stviish rooms and suites pair streamlined 
design elements with luxurious amenities and 
foRvard-tliinking technology*. 


EDEN ROC 

TIMEIESS CnElTIVITV 


FOR AN IMPRESSIVE GETAWAY, DISCOVER EDEN ROC ON MIAMI BEACH 







Eden Roc R«sorl 
Miami 


Splash in llie resorl's four pools or gel pampered 
in the ^^rene spa. On the beach, soak up the sun 
in ^x^mfDrt with facial sprays and cold towels, 
and let the Beach Concierge arrange for boats or 
snorkel gear when you decide to hit the water. 

And for afterward, the retreat's recent transforma- 
tions include a dramatic refresh of its iconic Lobby 
Bar and a brand-new on-site Nohu Miami Beach 
Restaurant from the signature team behind the 
legend a lY'Nobu restaurant empire. 
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OiaCOVEfi EDEN nOC AT eCiEMIIOCNllAMl.COli 
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EOISTIIL CHtllM 


TUCKED AWAV IN THE QUAINT RESORT TOWN OF DELRAY 
BEACH, THE SEAGATE HOTEL & SPA IS A HIDDEN GEM 


I OKALLY SITUATED ON ATLANTIC AVENUR. 
the hotel is home to The Atlantic Grille, three pools, 
unique boutiques, and a luxurious spa and fitness 
center During your stay, experience one of the best golf 
courses in Palm Beach County at The Seagate Countrj* 
Club, and enjoy The Seagate Beach Clubs oceanfront res- 
taurants along with Deirav s aw^ard-winning beach. 



The Seagate Club 
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After a day of ftjn in the snn or an 
excitias evening tin Atlantic Avenue, 
relax and rechaTRc in one of The 
Seagate'is soidiisticated, ameiiitj^- 
JUled gnest rooms. With thoughtful 
touches like Anc Egyptian cotton 
linens, mini-hai^p micros avc ovens, 
Keurig’ coffeemakers, 42 -inch 
HDT'Vs and 24-hour room service— 
as well as tech-forw'ard features like 
high-speed wireless Internet, SMAR T 
Room Tbchnology and iHome dock- 
ing stations —eveo' UKini and suite 
at TTie Seagate will wTap you in 
comfort, convenience and Jdyle. 


VISITFIjORDA.COM 


oiscovin tit€ SEAOAte hotel ano srA 

AT TH El EAOATtH DTEL.C O M 


When it comes to amenities, 
we rise to your vacation. 




HOTEL - SPA - BEACH CLUB * RESIDENCES 
COUNTRY CLUB • YACHT CLUB 



With championship golf, oceanfront dining at our 
beach club, and relaxing treatments at our award- 
winning spa, only The Seagate provides all the 
amenities you expect from a luxury resort, with 
the intimate feeling of a private retreat. Spend 
your vacation where the options are endless. 

TheSeagateHotel.com 

1 - 888 - 450-6203 


1000 East Atlantic Avenue, 
Delray Beach, Florida 3S483 


LVX‘ 


— r . 1 CON of; NAST 

OndnsGns preferred 

LiMiir^ WDliit ‘ Sf H - Vtnues tj *1 1 f ; 


M#Ti4* ^ li4iil.lt 


no® 





.1 />l /:«//. S’ AM//-. .V 7 


AMELIA ISLAND 



1 TIMELESS 
ERESSOEIE 


LOCAL LOVES 
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WITH NATURAL BEAUTY, VICTORIAN ARCHITECTURE, AND LOADS 
OF SOUTHERN CHARM, AMELIA ISLAND IS A REAL GEM 


R ide horseuack on wide beaches lined with 
dunes and live oaks, watch shrimp boats return to the 
marina with their daily catch, or play a round of golf on 
an award‘\sinning course. Rehcwntii aliLvurioiisspa h'eatment or 
explore the shops, restaurants, and art galleries do\tTitown before 
settling in at a well-appointed B&B on this idyllic Florida isle. 


VISITFLORJDACOAfl 


DISCOVER ANiEitA ISLAND 
AT AMELIAIlLANO.COM 



ONLY ONE FLORU'>A BEMIH 
RISES ABOVE THE RESI. 

Ifyoy think nil Florida hcaclm arc 
come visit legendary *\inclia Island, Wida iis 
historical inns, world-class seaside resorts, 
gocious Southern hospital tty and 13 miles of 
unspoiled E>cachcs, Amelia Island stands alone. 


AMILI AISLANO.LOM 



GOME MAKE MEMORIES’ 







Indulging^ Luxurious & Beyond 


THE #1 BEACH RESORT IN THE WORLD 
#3 ON TOP 100 HOTELS & RESORTS IN THE WORLD 

Conde Nast Traveler - Readers* Choice Awards USA (2014) 


Jl. Raya Nusa Dua Sclatan, Kawasan Sawangan, Nusa Dua 80363, Bali, Indonesia 
E: reserv3tion@themulia,com vvww,th emu lia.com T: (62-361) 3017777 F: [62-361 J 3017888 
Australia Office (61) 39221 61 18 Europe Office (31) 641795520 Korea Office {82) 220108829 Singapore Office (65) 62213225 
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Th« Earl Suite 



EXCLUSIVELY 

ELEGANT 


liavape fo the unique gems of Halt at The 
Mufia and Mufia I i! las for unparalleled beaut//, 
refined hwur//, and inipeeeabfe sen iee 


Bali’s stunning Niisa Diia coastline is home 
to a dream dcstinalkm— The Mulia and Mulia 
Vilkis. \V1iether you slay' ai the ho ti tic) lie 
iiJl-suitu resort or in a private hillside villa, 
you’ll he in excellent hands. These properties 
ranked Ikaeh Resort in Asia in CQ/ld^^Na^st 
yVaiudefs 2014 Renders' Choice Awards and 
one of the Woi Id’s Best Beach Hewnis in Coudc 
yynt'effi^China’saOlS Clold LisL Tlie 
spacious suites at The Mulia oRer a seamless 
indoor-^^utdoor experience, with views of the 
infinity pool lined by serene Balinese statues 
and beyond to the azure waters of the Indian 
Pecan. Enjoy superb j^ourmet meals and 
personal hutkr service during your pampered 
stay. After a refreshing swim, relax in your 
expansive and [x dished suite featiiriiiK a siate- 
of-the-art eiitertaEniiient system and a private 
patio with a Jacuz/.i. You’ll surely have a 
blissful time thanks to this l>eaehfront haven's 
uiinuitclietl eoinfort, amenities, and style. 

Hie ultimate in privacy and luxury, Mulia 
Villas is an exclusive retreat perched on the 
green hills <^f Nusa Dua. The layout of this 
extiiii site escape was inspired by traditional 
terraced Balinese rice piuldy fields, and each 
vlBii Is an hULiii ate oasis with Its own hydro- 
therapy piKjl. private gardeii+ and ocean vistas. 
Stroll on secluded pathways through lush 
landscapes, and stop at the Mulia Spa for a 
decadent body treatment or rejuvenating mas- 
siige. This sanctuary^ s trail qui lily; beauty, and 
service truly transcend those conventional 
tropical getaways. 

Whichever miignificent Mulia property yon 
choose, you're certain to have an absoloiely 
enchanting cxpcricnee. 



/A 

THE Mulia, mulia i^esort s. villas 

MUSA DUA - iAll 
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RCA 


The 

Collection 


A selection of outstanding hotels 
and resorts from this year’s 
Readers’ Choice Survey. 
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PARK H Y ATT! U RICH 

Positioned In tNe heart of the dtv, 
the eiclusive P^f^^ nyatt Zurich 
15 B sbsl; and Sophisticated 
boutique hotel 


tARK HYATT 


GRAND HYATT KAUAT RESORT A SPA 

Rr>d youi paradtso as this lu*ury 

t>oesrttrant resort where \ ush gftrdeiris, orand HYATr 
pfifitinepoole. andlhe world'Clflss Anare tusiiT * it* 

Spa welcome you to relax and unwind 



THE OSTHOFF RESORT 

Locked on the shores of EUkihart 
lake. Wf. The Osthofl ftesort is 
a premier AAA Four Diamond 
destination 



* -THOFF 





WINDSOR COURT HOTEl 

Sdiithern charm meets dassrc 
Frglish-styte decor ar this prem*er 
Ngw OrleanB tvdeaway |UEt stafre 
f rpm the historic Fiench Quartet. 







QilA LI A ORE AT B ARRIEft REEF 

Surrou nded by rhe beauty of the Great 

Baffler Reef, quali^i is a yni q ue OKpreBaon q O 1 1 C3 

of world*ctss5 tujmry, Jrnrnersa yourself in ^ „ , V , , 

a relaxed atmosphere, where everythir^g 

has been considefed to reSaK the mind 

and compteiety spoil the senses^ 



LADERARESORT 

Taking full advantage of SL Lucia's natural surroundings, Ladera Resort effons a unique design 
throughout ilsgutral aocomrrioclatipns. AW 37 soHes have an ^open waU" exposing breathtaking 
views of The voteamc twsn. PrtorLS— s UNESCO World Heritage Site— and the Caribbean Sea 


4 

LADBlA 



THE PENINSULA SHANGHAI 

Stylush and Bophisucatod, tho award* 
winning Peninsula Shanghai offers 
Alt Deco elegance with ssate-of-the-arf 
facilities. Impeccable views ard 
unaurpas^od levels of s/eryico 


THE PENINSULA 

I N A M t H A I 
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BUSHMANS KLOOF WILDERNESS 

RESERVE if WELLNESS RETREAT -( \ f 

ReddiKsXhMTioe Awflfd’Wirtrilrig Piuihwan?! Kioop 

Resor \ in South A'^ri ca " — — 

A Red CarnaTicrin Hcwel 



THEOVSTER BOK 

Readers' Choice Award- WinrHng. 
Hciol In Smilh. Africa 
A Red Camfiftion Motel 




THE TW ELVE AIK>$TLES 
HOTEL AN D SPA 

Readers’ Choice Award ■‘Winning 
f lotel in South Africa 
A Red Cfvrrvatson Hotel 


THE TWELVE ATOmES 


horiiL Ar»i> 



HOTEL OKURA TOKYO 

Hotel Okura To^yo wetcome&gueste 

with a ratoxing space toiituring criKfi 

Eional motifs, along with Japanese’ ta » 

stylo hcurrtolt hospitabty. 



HAMMOCK BEACH, FLORIDA 

Lctpoated |U5t southof histoftc St. Aogtistine, thts AAA Four-Diamond ocean 'rent resoit 
features apacious accemmodntionsarid exceptional arnemtimv, The Muttrlevet Water PaviHon 
features four of the nesxxf’s 10 peats. Oo(fefs.hBwacce^,s lo 3fj holes of ^gnamre golf with 
QHjf NtcMaus CtoEan and Wetson Conservatory CourBos 


Hunmod^ BwK 



WATERCOLOR INN & RESORT 

Ths perfect combinahan of beachfront 
accornimadatiarifiand amenitiea includihg 
QWflird -winning dining, spa services, and 
TGoeatJonal activities in ftorthwn^l Florida 


M:' 

watercelor 
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AUDUBON COTTAGES 

OF THE NEW ORLEANS COLLECTION 

are a uni qua cnllectiorp of seven (uxurleu*; 
Creole cottages, provtdjng guests an 
audwihe and histDf Ic Frmch Ouarter expenence, 





TERR A NEA RESORT 

Terra nea Resort, located on the Palos 
VerdfiB penin sula. iB Los Angeles' 
premier ocennPranr resort 


i 
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ANANTARA HOI AN flESORT, VIETNAM A 

Offers bouTiifue Ju-Kury beside rhe ** 

Thu Eon Rrver m the historic iport ANANTARA 

town of Hot An ^ niM Ah-numitr 



ANANTARA CHIANO MAI , THAILAND 

E:ipenance rtvergjde Itmjry, a wtJ'teTfrgfiT 
pOolL spa pampenng, Thai bcw«r>g arxi 
cooLino classs, colonial tea crtuals. 
Asian and Westerri dining. 




ANANTARA GOLDEN TRIANGLE. THAILAND JL 

The hilltop jungle retreaT boasts three ** 

country views Discovery Packages ANANTARA 
c<wnb(ineaH-fcnclusiveb©rji?fits with 
signeture activities, and more. 


tilCSilHH fUAMUil 
|lJrHANTf:^MI ^ I.FjQkr 



THE miLI HOTEL AND SPA 

The PuLI Motel and Spa isoenTrally located at the hean of Shanghat's JingAn dtstrlct. right .at the 
doocstep of the french Concession, whera every thir^ cs at the fingertips for both lotsure and 
business trav^fsfs, Ltic% CitJ&er. 





HOTEL tE MARAIS 
OF THE NEW ORLEANS COLLECTION 

ks a delightful boutiQue naireat in the haart 
of rhe french Quaiter. America's mo&f n dtbi. b mqraE! 

Eurthpean eny^ 




INTERCON TIN ENTAL ST DN E¥ 

SomKa people vtsii Sydbey’s kiorts. 
Others stay in them 
Experience the ItiBury that 
js IntefCorvtirvental Sydney. 


a 


iNTEROONTfNENTAL 

1 ¥&«*V 


TH E L AN 0 1 NC R ESO RT AND S AA 

is South Lake Tahoe's new luxury 
hotel offering boaufiful lake views 
and Jimmy's Restaurant. 



HITALAICE LODGE 

Nestled an the ahoiea of agdacier-fed Sake 
tn Whlsder, EC. Nila Lake Lodge offers 
genuine service wrth a personal touch- 



JflTA LAK£ 
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THEOAfILAND 

Los Angeles l$ cur tvackyard. GuesTs 
uro our frit^ds ^nd dui family, 

^ break ^om I he huaife o* hfe and 
un^nd in our urban oasis. 



THE SUKHOTHAI BANGKOK 

Seflecliong ot an untiirgeciflhle e)5penence , TasTe+ully desigr^d room^ and suites iwnh pool and garden 
views Ci-rliruiry pleasures Indude exquisitB Thai and Italian cmsine and noiver'Ondir>g Sunday brunches 
Thus Sukho(h3i Bangkok, a syinibol erf an ancient tmgdofn in a thtrying meiropoim. 



IWIiSlICHOTHAl 



HOTEL ZAZA DALLAS 

Nestled in Dallas’ Mshionable Uptown 
Diatnct, Hotel 2aZa ls the boutKfue hctel 
bt*nd of Texas! 


HOTEL 

ZAZA. 




SELMAN MARRAKECH 

a Inur I )lend iMJtween u nxlcm l^estyte antJ 
Moroccan tradrtxxi. An authentic ArabDn'Moonsh SELMAN 
palace Of disim.. sublimo. arnf alluitnfj charm 


MAONOLIA HOTEL « SPA. CANADA 

Victoria's top rated boutique hotel ProvkiE!& 
liijdjncfus ac^omrTiodfltiofis ar>dQ(iJitsrandir>^ 
service m the heart of downTownl M ACNOLI A 




ST REOiSBAU RESORT 

Thoefegant heachfmnt resort with its legacy of tuxury. panoramic oc^an views, 

lu&h ggrderts, and 3.666 squarD rmTcrE of crystal blue lagoorr 'catgres 1?3 suites and villas 

with award-winrikng dtnmg options, bars. spa. gvm. and a Children's Learning Contor. 


ST REGIS 

■H.I 



eOURBONOALlANS 

OF THE NEW ORLEANS COLLECTION 

A newly restored Bourbon OrtB^iriS of the Mcyi 
Qrieans CollectiQn offers the eleganca and 
grandeur ot 3 European bouiique hotel 



FOR MORE INFORMATtON, VISIT CHTPOtT.COM 
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LIIARD ISLAND 

34 pnvato tMjaches , L l^ard 
Island., Great Earner Reel 
hke rKiwhere 




THE l>eARL MOTEL 

AnaduJi-QffHijnEedI uHra-luKurv Qxperiancc 
dn North weal Flonda a Scenic 3D A. leetur* 
SdphisdcatBd accommodatlorvs, deati^ 
nfltron-wofthv cplsne, md tn allunno sp^i. 


TNC jei^FCRSON. VVA$MIN0T0?4. DC 

Cenuallv Icx^aEed. The Jefferson is o 
luxury boullque hotel that exemplifies 
all that Its nanesalce held dear. irvcIudin'O' 
ocephOfMil P 6 r 50 rwrii?fid -service. 




PARK HYATT BE lilftO 

{ ccatod at the highesit point on * n iq nt h bs 

Chang'An Ayenue whHsrethc yibc,iin 

BetjinQCityifijusiatyoui dciotstep. hvatt huikg 

only TO minutes to Tianartmren Square. 


TH E R OOSE V ELT NEW O R LEA NS 

A Waldorf Astema Hotel FxpoFience, Th£? wiW . , 

Roosevelt New Orleans is home to th« 
famed Sa 2 CiAC &af. with luxuiy that only . ""l! 

a W'aldorf Astoria can provjde 


THE NANTUCKET HOTEL + RESORT |.| 

Open yegi-round and convenieni ly locked IM 

downtown. Join ua f C 5 t a ’R'lanlcsgiving HE NS N Tl^K E X 

getaway, Christnas Suol weekend or our 
New Year's Eve teativistres and Gda Ball 




TH E R ITZ CA R LTON , DO V E MOU NTAI N 

Nestled m Southern Artzona, this Jtixury 
resort Is a place where adventure anti 
a gracious spin! Oorrie to life 


i 

Tirr klr#'■r:,^iUTllk!^ 


SHINTAMANICLUB 

This excepilcmisthotel enj^jysa leafy 
setting in Skcm Reap— 15 ninutes f rom the 
magnifjceOT tomplos of Angkor Will 


□ 

SI ■■"-AM AMI 



THE THOMPSON CHICAOO 

oters sophwticahon of a home away ^ 
from-homo styte with understated 
B^oganoB ir the cfficrveiicent Gold 
Cdaar neighborhtKid 


THQIUlP»SQr<t 
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FAIRMONT SAN FRANCISCO 

Known 35 tbe WhiTe House o^* ihe 
WcsI. FairmonT is a hcrtd eo ^and. 
jhey IhjiK a aiy arourwi it. 


f4N UPr^hlClfiCD 



EAU PALM 6£ACH RESOPT ft SPA 

Hiippiness rules iit Eau Palm Beach ResofT 
ft Spa, where oxclromant, pasEion. and 
sryltt moei ai rhns luJtury heacti rewrt and 
home to the Forbes Five Star Eau Spa. 



IWJ FALW MACH 


PARK HVATT SI EM REAP 

FKperlenoe aolhenEic Cambadian 
I lospitalrtv in the heart the 
Siem Reflp and close to the 
Teiripleaand Intcf national Ajifporl 


TAai nrfiTT i^niH ileaf' 



THE QUIN. NEW YORK 

Tbo Nfiw PenthpLi&a and Tenace Suffes 
at theOiiun. Expansive Outdooi 
Spaces t>vefk»lona Central Park 



SANDALS EM ERA L D B AY 

Pr&si»r\Tinti the rare qonahinatHsn of a ward- winning service and a brearfvTaIttng 
beach settir>B m the flithamlan Out tsianrfs. Sandals Emefald Bay is yndeniably 
exiraordinarv 


t Mr H«il t;i 11 Al 



WALDORF ASTORIA PARK CITY 

The only Forbes Fouf Star h<stel located 
wittiin the largest ski and golf resort m 
the United States 


vet 

WALDORF ASTORIA- 



SANDALS LASOURCE DRENADA 

Set along Pink Gin Beac^i. Sandals LaSource Guenrjda pre&ents prerniei luxury wrth three ersepric 
villages. 10 gpurrnel restaurants, and excepliorial service. 






FOR MORE INFORMATtON^ VJBIT CNTPOftr.COM 
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THE CHESTER FIELD HOTEL PALM BEACH 

I ocated in the heart of Palm Seacth. y ] it' 

r lorkda, the of^y ari[ Chostarheld ^ f otel j |t'St t'ftK'kl 

combines relaxed Pal m Beach slyle y l■^J_H m-ivi * 

With old -world! charm . 


ROW NYC HOTEL 

has 'pioneeted a new eta & incJividualit v 
white imnsfoittnirig our guests stay into 
a completely corttempoffarv experience 


ROW 


OMNI AM ELI A ISLAND 
PLANTATION R£$a AT 

is recogn i?ed for a1Tierir»0 a luxury 
resort experience In perfect 
hnrmony with naturg 


Omni' - Resorts 

amel'a island plan-lati-Qn 



ME ADO WOOD NAPA V ALLEY 

Natural beauty, privacy, gracious 

hosprtaNt V, len n is . swurimmg. M P! A [ 1 0 WOOl") 

hiking, spfl. titne$s. a MicheNn 
Thfep-f^tar dirifng oxpiirience, and wjno 



W A I LEA BEACH VI LLAS 

Indulge yourself at Maui's niiosi exdusis® 
beachfront viHa rwoft. offering luxunous 
vacation residences, with included hotel 
services dining, and spa expertfloces 



WAtLt A 
AC ft 



THE ALFONDINN 

A new boutique holeJ Jn hrstoric Winter 
Pafk. FL feaiures the populafr Hamilton's 
Kitchen restaurant, pooi. frt ness center, 
and fk^xiblG meatmg spaee 


m 

^.| ALFD^D — 



HYATT REOLNCY MAUI ltE$OAT A SPA 

ExpencncB authentic Hawoiran hospitality at 
hfyatl ■Resency Maul Resort and Spa. while 
YOU er^jovebgarrt accornmtxJsnon*. 
nnhleiss artrvifw3S. and vntif Id-class dining 


o 


HYATT 

UEGf' ' - 


THE WEST I H BU ND CENTER SN ANGH A I 

Located dowritown and standing in 
the center of Shanghai's histone Bund 
waterfront with e&ey access to many 
rdijnsf 


TheWe^tin 

»U«*D CX iiTCM 

lU^Uiikti 


MATANGI PRIVATE ISLAND RESORT 

This intimate boutrque pnvate tstand 
resort o^ers rwturfll' he^ury. authenticity, 
and the warmth of Traditiional Fi|ian 
bosjxitalitv. 
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CLAZVU*ANCH 

C 1&7Y U is Co^or^o's pfi^mief guest 
ranch, ^eafuring iujcory ^jccofnriiDdlat-ions 
<ine dining, anaward-wlnniing Bpa. 
and liniTlnss acttviiies 


ft A C H 

& 


THE MODERN HONOLULU 

inrffidtjce6 cosmopo^it^m nhic to 
Hawaii We hnvrte you to make The 
most pf every nxjmenT us 


mMODERN 

HONOLULU 


TRUMP INTER NATIONAL HOTEL 
WAlKllCiaCACH WAIIC 

providoa uirra-luxury accommodaiions 
and impeccable service, ^teps from world- 
dasi^ahopiairig. dining, and Waikrkii Beach 


TRUMP 



FAIRMONT PEACE HOTEL 

An ArT’DeCQ ma^terpl^ca in The cerrura 
of brr$^^ng Shanghai Invitnes you to 
experjence this slemorous playground 
fot ihfj world's elite m tsaos. 



l-iACE HOTIL 


THE EPIC MIAMI 

EPIC upgradesf Your chcnce of 
coritinental break-fast or two cocktails 
dartly for pust $5 more. BooL now using 
codeCOtSlDE 


EPtC 

ft I A M I 



IW MARRIOTT SHANGHAI 
TO MORROW SQUARE 

EKpersence Shanghtja with 360'^ 
city views at JW Marriott Shanghai 
aT Tarrn:jrrow Square 


JW WlARRIOTT. 

MAMiaVU'KrMl^ftM^NiaAll JW 
C ■ n • ■ U J W 




hotel MULI a SENATAN JAKARTA 

Locatod right in the heart of Jakarta's 
bustliiig financial distnct where style 
^ind magnificence sw^it yog. 


/A 

tiorn.MUUA 


THE MULI A. RAM 

Nestled onthe dfaryitPC CDasdine of 
Nijsa Dua. The Miilia Mulia fiesnit & Villas 
evokasa i^axed yet pokshed senetoility. 



THE INN AT RANCHO SANTA FE 

is located on 21 acres of landscaped 
araiurids with winding pathways 





FOR MORE INFORMATtON^ VJIIT CHTFOtT.COM 
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HOTELWAILEA 

The first and only f^elats & ChSfeauK 
property m Hawjiii, Hotel Wailea ts an 
intimaifi Kfuirs^only ncaix infused 
H^ich Eoropeanrinspired elegance 





FAIIIM ONT MIHAMAR HOTEL A BUNGALOWS, SANTA MONICA 

Cuistne by FIG Reslaurant. The 

I^LingaloWir by arcni Ba Itbousc. f, 

fitness by iisdiale mmd body spa, and owi 

bungatovys by Michael Berman. 



MARCO BEACH OCEAN RESORTp FLORIDA 

Overlook ino the white sand beaches 
of ths Gulf at McirlQo, M arco Beach 
Ocean ReswiJsanafl^suite atu.Mm kuuki- 

beachfront boutique resort 



PARK HYATT SAIGON 

A brand hekv luxury hotel With 
10 ama;?ir>g years of hishsry m 
the rrtiddieo* bustling Saigon 


PAkK IIVATT SAtCON 


SUNDANCE MOUNTAIN RESORT, UTAH 

Sundance Mourttainfiesoft is a corrirTiLirifty 
fWFimi.tti?d to tho balance of art, nature 
and community 


THELODGE ANDSPA AT BRUSH CREEK RANCH, WYOMING 


Immerse yourself in miyiesTlc scenery, limitless 
lUKtiry, and endtess adventure across 30.000 
acres in ihcr heart of the Amerjcan West 


aRLPsllArREEK 



Mil AMO, A DESTINATtON SPA 

Tak'iriig a hoJlstm apprcrach to 
retuvcsnatKin. Mil Amio m Srsdona, 
Arizona honprsi guests on a loumfiy 
O: Efirichmcnt arvd exploration m 
a nurturing enyironmenf 


fX\ff (Xm£> 

I leniKicJifi iH 


£ NCHA NTM ttiJ RESORT, A R I ZO N A 

captivates guests wrth the rugged beauty 
of Sedona'i Southwest together with 
unparalleled luxury accommodations 
and uosurjxtsised 60tvic« 


= ew^hantmekt 


M ARENA BEACH & GOLF RESORT. MAUI, HAWAII 


Reason s to spend your next vacalron 
ai Mfltccna? to restKi foe, ftne paiting. 
and vWIFi are three. Generotfi. doses 
of Aloha IS another 


MAKENA 

BM ui ¥ IH#b* MblRB^ 
WWL NMLKil 
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TE WAONUI FOREST RETREAT 

Immerse yourriflif m nslure and the 
uniqiue surrounds New Zealand's 
Franz Jose^ R^gpon at Thacoo^luHe 
Te Waonul Fcirest Reifsat 




OR AND HOTEL 

I Qcated an Michigan's hisfoiic Mackinac 
Island, {jfand Hotel Is America's premiei 
summe-r family resort offering outstanding 
accornmodadons. activities, and dining. 


CqfijfS.dfllrf. 





THE filTZ -CARLTON. ISTANBUL 

The RiE jr- Carlton, Istanbul blend r, 
culture and scphisttcaCon at the 
heart oF the worlri's cro&srt^ds 
bet ween Asia and Europe 



TUB niT^'dAHUTPN 



INN AT LOST CREEK RESORT. TELLUR IDE 

An flwsrd- Winning luKury boutique hoTol 
With a n unbeatable skiMfs/sfct- out Joc^t ion LCXST L't-t F I- K 

ard a team offering higNv personalized \ * n \ n 1 1 n 

and quolily service- 


PONTE VEDR A INN A CLUB 

Norrheftet ri wda's A A A F ive Djamond 
Resort features miles of serene beaches, 
peturesque goFf. Har-Tru HydroCourt 
Tennis courts and a world* class spa 



iwirj»hVcB 


LA FONDA ON THE PLAZA'^ 

Begin yotj-r Santa Fe adventure on the 
hestord Plaza, where Four Diamond 
luirury will surround you with histoiy, 
art. and culture. 


La ponda 



MANDARIN ORIENTAL. WASHINGTON. DC 

Mandarin Ddental, Washington DC otfors 
an elegant urban raircai in ona of rht* 
world's moEt important cities. 



FO UR SE ASO NS H OTEL WESTL AK E V I LL AO E 

IS located mrnutfls frorn Malibu and offers ^ 

a spoetjum of rcsojt-atyto arnoniiliss 
including spa. acres of gardens, two pof^as. MM '' Amn^ 
wirie rasri ng room . and outdoor dining. 



MOKARAHOTELASPA. 

SAN ANTONIO. TEXAS 

Offers. LTp&c Die eiugance with 9 !> rooms, ^ O K A K A 

a wotld^cJass spa. and Oslra, an ^ 

urtnvaled seafood epicurean eicpenenGe 


FOR MORE INFORMATION^ VJBIT CNTPORr.COM 
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BREWERT GULCH INN. 
CALIFORNIA 

lUftMfy iccopqrnodfitiorB 

and ^rmet fare On ^ 
Merfcdoc^na Coast 


( It ij:h Ins 



THE INN CLUB AT HARBOUR TOWN ^ 

f xpciiencc un parnllolecl iLixuii y b\ the - 

new inn & Club at Hafboiir Town on Thk Inn ii 

HiFton I- lead Island SC, 



THE KIM6ERLT HOTEL, NEW YORK 

onc-Eind Two-bed roon auiTea 
^eeturirkg luxurious Eurcpeen Imens, two 
dining establishments, and on awatd 
winning fdcjftop bar 




tW MARRIOTT THE ROSSEAU MUEKOKA 

LuKurv yEaruDund rmori, spa. and 
cpn^efenca center overloolclng L ake 
Rqssdou in scerue Muskolrij. two 
hourii north ot Toronto, Canada 


r 

JW MARItlOTT. 
ituunu 



MADDEN'S ON OULLLAKE 

IS Minnesota's Classic Pcsori [testinetioni 
Award- wion^inQ golf, dining, spa, and 
upscale flcconimcidarions jygi 7 hours 
ffom Mmr^esata Si. Pftul Airpon 




THE LOWELL 

Located in The heart pf New Vork 
City, The I oweK offers a trmeless 
gl^arrco end the quuntG-^enttBl 
luxury I ravel expenence 


^ I W 1 



OMNI LA MANSION DEL RIO 

Situated m downlowti San Antonio. HOTELS 

the histone Omni La Mansion del - - -. 

Riq o^ers otd-wortd charm WEth 
rnoefern oomfoft5. 


RALAOlO DE MAROUE$A h TA0» 

Luxury S-foom inn lO Taos. NM 
oefehraiing the remarkable women 
artists of Taos through cortlemporary 
SouthwesTGrn design 


PAiAClO 

iSe 

r^AflQUESA 

tJiOi 


WEETIN RIVERFRONT BEAVER CREEK 

Experience a lop Colorado resort THEWesTIN 

With drrect skior access to 0e3vt3r 

eras* Mountarn. -ski valat. spaermis ^ ^ , 

QOfTCtomrniums and Sps Anjati, 
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JADE MOUNTAIN 

Pfaing m^estlcaNy nbqve a 6(00"flcre 
boac^l^^a^|^ Jisdo Wwinrain is an 

ofchrtoctaral marvel celebrofTing 
^ucia's stunning scenic beauty 


Nwck rrtttji1»ecifciiY'« 

mountain 


MO M BO 

FHtraofdlnary wildlife erkcounlsn* m the 
heart & l^ot^wana s Okavango Detra WILDERNESS 
warn local hospnaility s a r * 1 1 1 

irnd unparafleled levels of conRjf t 



MUKUL BEACH GOLF A SPA 

Mukul Beach, Golf & Spa, an award-winning. 
5 Star oceanfroni escape on the 
EntrtVd Coast of Nrcaragya, 


i 

Miikul 



THE OA5PARILLA INN ft CLUB 

The Gaspanllfl Inn ^ Club has baon 
;icrving a^Jests slr\ce 1913 as 3 cLssslc 
'old Florida' resort tocatsd on 
Gaspajf iHa Island 



Tku- GnAf^iUiiA iMii a Clui 



THE BROMN HOTEL 

The Brown is an histone Four Di^moiid 
hola! built in 192^ featunr^g cfaEsIc 
Ertglish Renaissance arcbiecture m ihe 
heart o' <Jqwntown . juisvjNe 


f 

BRCWN 



WINOSOn ARMS TORONTO 

Al The Windsor Arms, hJsiOflc and new- 
millennium amonrties are fuEad lagcther 
to create fl dedicate balance of old^wntrld 
ebarrn and nTodem iJecacfence 





6RASADA RANCH. OREGON 

Experience the Ranch Life. golf, spa, 
horsebacir tiding, dining, lomunous 
lodging, and sunsgts untdre svarything 
also you've come iti expect 



R A0IS5ON BLU MALL OF AMERICA AND 
RADISftON SLU AOUA HOTEL. CHICAGO 

Upgrade to Rlu. Iconic Stylfsh 
SopNstreafed So kew. So You. 



FOR MORE INFORMATtON^ VJBIT CNTPOAT.COM 










Speedbird Calling 

IT’S THE LITTLE things that make flying bearable, especially these days: an in-flight magazine’s beautifully 
designed route map; amenity- kit ear plugs that by some miracle fit perfectly; a mix of warm nuts in a small 
ramekin. I’ve been compulsively collecting airline ephemera for decades, with a particular eye for finds 
from British Overseas Airways Corporation, the pioneer of modern jet service and the first airline I flew 
on as an infant in 1965. BOAC’s avant-garde logo— a pointed dart, designed by Theyre Lee-Elliott in the 
1930s for the company’s predecessor. Imperial Airways— was emblazoned on everything from coasters and 
ashtrays to coin purses and playing cards. (Believe it or not, I have matching Speedbird tattoos on each 
calf. Like I said: I’m a little obsessed.) -david jefferys, service and surveys editor 
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TQA NEW WORLD OF FREEDOM. 


Experience a new world of cruising on our newest ship, Isiorwegian Escape, Feel a new rush on 
our first-ever tandem watersltde at sea. Taste exotic flavors from India to France at Food Republic 
or grab a cheeseburger on your way to paradise at Jimmy Buffett's Margaritaville at Sea. Sip a 
new btush at The Cellars, a Michaei Mondavi Family Wine Bar, Or applaud Broadway smash After 
Midnight. Soak up every thrilling moment with the freedom and flexibility of Freestyle Cruising* 
on board Norwegian Escape, cruising from Miami to the Caribbean starting this November. 







LOTUS GUUSTEfl tjy HAHHY WJNSTOf^ 



HARRY WINSTO 


RARE JEWEL 


F THE WORLD 


J^HARftYWlE^s'roN 


NEW YORK BEVERLY HILLS LAS VEGAS CHICAGO DALLAS HONOi 
SOUTH COAST PLAZA BAL HARBOUR MIAMI DESIGN D I STRIC 

soo9as4no 

HARRnVlNSrON.COM 






